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Report of the trustees for the year ending S April 2025

The trustees are pleased to present their annual report together with the statement of financial
activity for the charity for the year ending 5 April 2025.

Charitable Objectives
Isikoza is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, established to:

® Advance the education of the general public in the appreciation and understanding of
music and its history; with special emphasis on Jazz and Popular Music

® Provision of performance workshops and training

* Programming of educational performances (recitals)

OBJECTIVES AND AIMS

Isikoza is committed to enabling people from diverse backgrounds access to ‘inspiring and
practical’ educational training in the fields of jazz and popular music.

The charity aims to achieve this by:

¢ Designing and implementing creative music modules for adults who desire greater
comprehension and understanding in jazz theory and improvisation

¢ Provision of music workshops for instruments greatly utilised in Popular Music
(Electric Bass, Electric Guitar, Acoustic Drums, & Electric Piano)

* Programming of educational performances (recitals) in Churches, Community Centres
& Open Spaces

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE

In the financial period April 2024 to April 2025 we have:
¢ Delivered ‘Taster Session(s) Tuition’

* Meet with Bid Writers for advice

¢ Attended meetings with other Charitable Organisations

e Taster Sessions



These sessions were devised and delivered by the Chair. Our target audience were
Church based musicians from the Pentecostal denomination residing in Stoke on
Trent. These sessions were aimed primarily at electric bassists and guitarists, who
accompany the worship team during Sunday Services. One of the lessons for bassists
involved subjects thus: hand co-ordination, left and right hand technique,
understanding harmony, and chromatic intervals.

Meeting With Bid Writers

With the challenge of securing Arts funding in a highly competitive field, the board
agreed on the need for seeking professional advice from an established bid-writer.
The meeting was held in person, and proved to be highly effective and informative.
Our charity is now better placed to answer the important questions, usually asked of
funding bodies.

Attending Meetings With Other Charitable Organisations

Based on the outcome of our meeting with the Bid-Writers it was recommended that
we try to partner with another organisation to strengthen our presence in the
community. To this end we were successful in initiating several meetings with
Charitable Organisations to discuss the possibilities of formulating partnerships.
These meetings have proven to be fruitful for all parties, and we are still continuing
our discussions, before arriving at a more formative conclusion.

Future

All of the above projects were again delivered with the charity receiving no financial
remuneration. We have started the process of addressing this pressing issue via
consultation with bid writers.

Trustees

The board of Trustees met three times during the financial period 5th April 2025 to
5th April 2026

Charity Trustees during this period were:

Paul Roberts

Elaine White (Secretary)

Derrick Wallace (Chair)
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