
 

 

Trustees’ report April 2024 

2023 marked the end of Jim’s studies at Spurgeon’s College, his graduation and then his 

ordination in October as a Nationally Recognised Lay Baptist Pastor. The ordination service 

was a joyful occasion with a packed church.  

We are very grateful to Peter Nodding for his continued help with preaching and teaching, 

and also supporting Jim and Fran on the diaconate after Michael retired as a deacon. It is 

good that going forward from March 2024 the diaconate will be up to strength following the 

election of Carole and Paul as deacons. 

Our church vision for 2023 was to be ‘passionate for God, for the world and for each other’. 

We have sought to fulfil the first of these aims particularly through our worship and teaching 

on Sundays and at the weekly Bible studies, and also through the quarterly healing services, 

monthly prayer mornings and day retreats at Wicken Bonhunt and Pleshey. 

To fulfil the second aim we have continued our engagement with the local community and 

further afield through the weekly coffee mornings, the monthly men’s breakfasts and Coffee 

& Company for those who have been bereaved. The seated exercise class has started again 

and is very well attended each week. The Ladies’ Community Choir continues to meet and 

took part in the Carols by Candlelight service. Regular services in Humfrey Lodge care 

home are much appreciated by the residents and staff and it was a joy to welcome some of 

the residents and their carers to a special carol service in the church at Christmas. A special 

Easter service was held in the home but we hope to have future services in the church. 

Classes from the Primary School visited at Easter and Harvest, and following a meeting with 

the Headteacher we are strengthening the links with the school as Jim takes occasional 

assemblies and acts as chaplain to the staff. 

The new website is active and information regarding the church activities is noted there and 

on Facebook. Jim also posts a monthly reflection on the website which is aimed not only at 

church members but also the wider community via local websites. Information about church 

activities and an outreach article from Jim are included in the ABC&U Community magazine 

which is distributed to every house in Thaxted three times a year.  

Following approval by the church membership the Fabric Group is proceeding with plans for 

the front entrance of the church to make it more welcoming and also for improving the 

heating and flooring. We want to maintain the building in good condition and also make sure 

that it can serve the needs of the church family and local community in future generations.  

The quarterly cluster services with the Baptist Churches in Saffron Walden, Ashdon and Gt 

Sampford continue as do our joint services with the URC. We participate in Thaxted 

Churches Together events such as the Good Friday walk of witness, the Christian Aid Big 

Brekkie and Messy Church, including a Messy Church holiday club for children for a week 

during the summer holidays.  

We continue to support the local Foodbank especially at harvest with a large quantity of 

supplies; the fresh produce was used for community lunches at Pam’s Place. In addition to 

our regular giving to support other causes we have also made donations to the appeals for 

aid following the earthquakes in Turkey & Syria and in Nepal.  

We endeavour to fulfil the third aim of the church vision by caring for each other, sharing the 

joys and sorrows. We are delighted to have welcomed new friends to the Sunday services 

and other activities and our regular congregation has increased over the past year.  



 

 

The trustees would like to thank you all for the way you contribute to the life of the church; 

everyone plays a part, some in an obvious up-front role and others behind the scenes.  

We look forward to seeing where and how God will lead us in the coming year. 

 

Jim Ford & Frances Griffiths 
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