
Trustees’ report April 2023 

At the AGM we look backwards over the past year and forwards to what God has in store for 

us in the coming year.  

We give thanks to God for blessing us over the past months through Jim’s ministry and his 

clear Bible teaching both on Sunday mornings and at the Bible studies.  We are grateful to 

Paul for leading and preaching on occasions as well, and to all our visiting preachers. The 

monthly prayer mornings have become an established and valued part of our church life as 

we support each other and seek to discern God’s way for us as a church.  The desire to hold a 

healing service grew out of the prayer mornings and there have now been two such services, 

the first for the church family and the second more widely publicised. We hope that this 

ministry will grow and touch the lives of people in the community as well as in the church 

family. In addition to the prayer mornings we have now held two church ‘Away days’, one at 

Pleshey and the second at St Margaret’s, Wicken Bonhunt. Both days were led by Peter 

Nodding who helped us to explore topics very relevant to our life together as the body of 

Christ.   

We continue to engage with the local community through the coffee morning, the men’s 

breakfast and Coffee & Company for those who have been bereaved. Other activities which 

had been in abeyance because of Covid have re-started: the regular services in Humfrey 

Lodge care home are much appreciated by the residents and staff, and classes from the 

Primary School are coming to the church again for various activities. A one-off event that was 

much enjoyed by a group of church and non-church friends was the Christmas wreath-making 

workshop. Joint services with the URC have continued and we share in Thaxted Churches 

Together events such as the Good Friday Walk of Witness, the Big Brekkie for Christian Aid 

and Messy Church. We are in the process of rejuvenating our website as this is often the first 

channel that people today use to find out about a church.  Our Fabric Group is also exploring 

ways to make our church building more welcoming to outsiders. 

We have looked outwards in other ways too. Apart from our regular giving to Baptist mission 

in the UK and abroad and to Rachel Spencer, we were able to take a large quantity of 

supplies to the Foodbank at harvest while the fresh produce was used for community lunches 

at Pam’s Place, and the men’s breakfast made donations to Prostate Cancer UK and Magic 

Breakfast. We have supported organisations such as The Leprosy Mission and Mission 

Aviation Fellowship and also given to special appeals e.g. for victims of the Turkey/Syria 

earthquake.  

As trustees we want to express our thanks to you all for the part you play in the life of the 

church. We are grateful to those who take part in the Sunday services by reading, leading 

intercessions or preaching, all who are part of the healing service team, our musicians who 

enhance our worship, those who welcome us in to the church, who operate the laptop, who 

look after the website and Facebook, make the coffee, arrange the flowers, run the BMS 

Birthday scheme, clean the church, help with the men’s breakfasts, Coffee & Company and 

the coffee mornings, do admin, and all who support our ministries in other practical ways  and 

by faithful prayer. Special thanks to Michael for his time as a deacon, and also to him and 

Anne for all that they do for the church behind the scenes as well as upfront. Also to Fran for 

the tireless effort that she gives to the church administration. 

At the beginning of this year Jim preached on our vision for TBC – to be passionate for God, 

for each other and for the world. May this threefold vision guide and inspire us as we seek to 

be a loving and welcoming Christian witness in our community. 

Michael Berresford, Jim Ford & Frances Griffiths 
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I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust") for the year ended

As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the charities Act
2011 ("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts caried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the charity commission
under section 145(5Xb) of the Act.

I have completed my examination, I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention (other than that disclosed below *) in connec*ion with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:

o accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or

o the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
* P/ease delete the words in the brackets if they da not appty.
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FCCA (Non-practising)

The Lea

The Chase, Park Streel

Thaxted, Essex, CM6 2NE

Ann Forsyth

IER October 2018


