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The directors of the charitable company (“the charity”) are its Trustees for the purpose of charity law 

and throughout this report are collectively referred to as its Trustees.  The Trustees present their 

report together with the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2025.  The financial 

statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Statement of Recommended Practice for Charities 

(SORP 2015) (Second Edition, effective 1 January 2019) and the Financial Reporting Standard 

applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102). 

 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  
TeenTech Charity is a registered charity constituted as a company limited by guarantee, registered 

with the Charities Commission in March 2019 and governed by its Memorandum and Articles of 

Association.  The charity has no share capital and in the event of liquidation or being wound up the 

liability of its Trustees is limited to £1.  

The charity owns a non-profit trading subsidiary company limited by guarantee ‘TeenTech CIC’ 
(company number 07764930). The subsidiary was previously the operational organisation from 2011 
until 30th April 2021, when the assets and operations were moved across to TeenTech Charity and 
TeenTech CIC became the trading subsidiary of TeenTech Charity. The subsidiary gifts all profits to the 
Charity.   
 
On registration of the charity, the trustees agreed that Maggie Philbin, a fellow trustee, should be 
appointed as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Company, and should receive remuneration for her 
employment in this capacity, as expressly permitted by Article 7(2)(a) of the Company’s Articles of 
Association (the ‘Articles’).  
 
As reflected in the contract of employment, the CEO’s role is to act as ambassador for TeenTech, 
providing the public face of the organisation, including leading programmes and hosting all significant 
events as well as building relationships with sponsors and other supporting organisations, schools, 
delivery partners and potential funders. Working closely with the trustees, she develops TeenTech’s 
long-term strategy, budget and business plan and ensures it complies with all relevant laws and 
regulations.  
 
The trustees continue to believe the role of Margaret Philbin as CEO as well as trustee, is in the best 
interests of the charity because she brings a unique set of insights, skills and experience, industry 
knowledge and contacts. Details of any other transactions with related parties during the reporting 
period are included in the notes to the financial statements. 
 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
The TeenTech Charity runs award-winning initiatives across the UK to help young people understand 
opportunities in a fast-changing world and their potential to enjoy and shine in those areas.  
We are inclusive of those whose life choices may be limited, whether through gender, ethnicity, social 
background, being differently abled, having special needs; helping them to understand the 
opportunities open to them in modern industry, particularly in science, technology and engineering. 
We constantly update how we work to keep pace with the changing needs of the modern workplace 
and the transformative nature of technology on people and jobs. 
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Our overarching objective is to help young people aged 8-19 understand their potential through a 
series of engaging, age-appropriate interventions, both through events and ongoing programmes, that 
surface invisible and fast changing roles. We recognise that major influencers on young people are 
their parents, teachers and peers and our programmes are designed to include and build networks in 
the community. We also recognise from our own research and that of others that young people 
increasingly gain understanding of the world via social media and they cite this as a major influencer 
in career decision making.  
  
We hold large-scale regional interactive events, ‘TeenTech Festivals’ which provide pathways into our 
national ‘TeenTech Awards’, TeenTech Insight and Innovation Days Days and ‘TeenTech Build Your 
Future’ programmes where young people are provided with year-round opportunities to work 
alongside industry mentors. We provide a framework of activity and a network of useful contacts and 
opportunities helping develop ‘STEM capital’. We also provide young people with a voice through our 
TeenTethics workshops as we believe they are often considered but not always actively part of the 
decision-making process.  
 
We have a highly experienced industry board of trustees and a dedicated team led by co-founder and 
technology reporter Maggie Philbin OBE. 
We have a Young Person’s Advisory board who provide valuable insight and help set the direction and 
delivery mechanisms for our work.  
 

Public benefit 
 
The summary of the objects of the charity as set out in its governing document is:  
 
“The advancement of education for the public benefit by the promotion of the study of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics amongst young people and the furtherance of any other 
charitable activities for the advancement of education as the directors think fit.” 
 
In furtherance of TeenTech Charity’s aims, the Charity Trustees have complied with the duty in s.17 of 
the Charities Act 2011 to have due regard to the Charity Commission’s published general and relevant 
sub-sector guidance concerning the operation of the Public Benefit requirement under the act. The 
provision of our initiatives to young people thus provides a clear benefit to the public.  
 
Our stakeholders are young people, teachers, parents, companies offering opportunities in science, 

technology and engineering, FE Colleges, Universities and we consult with all groups on an on-going 

basis.  

Schools, regional councils and the local community enthusiastically receive our events and 

programmes.  By working in partnership, we draw upon the knowledge and meet the needs of specific 

communities. We work diligently with the very best in the field to ensure a high standard of content 

and we collect and act upon feedback. 

We measure impact and know our initiatives are particularly powerful in encouraging students who 

identify as female and students from disadvantaged backgrounds to consider careers in technology, 

engineering, construction and the applied sciences.  

We provide these students and schools with a framework of activity and a network of useful contacts 

and opportunities helping them develop ‘STEM capital’. 
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Notes on operations during year ended 30th September 2025 
 
TeenTech’s events and programs were highly successful this year, with the charity raising funds 
through event fees, corporate contributions, and some public donations. 
   
The trading subsidiary, TeenTech CIC is used to raise corporate sponsorship, with the proceeds being 
gift-aided up to the Charity. 
 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 2024/25 
 
Over this academic year TeenTech has worked directly with over 14,000 young people across the UK 
(including students with SEN and attending PRUs), through a comprehensive series of virtual and in 
person events and programmes. We estimate our indirect reach through teaching resources provided 
to schools, our website and social media activity to be over 75,000.  We work with 30 universities and 
over 300 different employers globally and have worked with 1500 volunteers. 
 

 TeenTech Charity delivered the following programmes during the year: 
 

1. TeenTech Awards programme  
2. Regional Festivals (hybrid virtual session followed by in person event day)  
3. TeenTech Innovation Sessions both held on company sites and as virtual workshops. 

In addition to its structured programmes, TeenTech plays an active role in promoting STEM 
education through a wide range of initiatives. The organisation builds strong connections with 
students, educators, mentors, and businesses alike. 

CEO Maggie Philbin is frequently invited to speak at major conferences, award ceremonies, media 
panels, and in industry publications. Whenever possible, students are also encouraged to take the 
stage at these events, sharing their TeenTech experiences and engaging directly with industry 
leaders. These interactions not only boost students’ confidence and visibility but also open doors for 
companies and professionals to connect with TeenTech whether through corporate partnerships, 
sponsorships, or volunteering opportunities.  
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In November 2024 the Global Innovation Forum invited our CEO and TeenTech students to present at 
their international conference in London. This is a valuable opportunity for the students and our 
Charity but also for an international audience to understand what really works in student engagement. 
The students who presented were Ali from Leicester - now studying medicine at UCL and two young 
students from Canary Wharf who participated in our TeenTethics project.  
 

 
 
In June 2025 TeenTech students were asked by Policy Connect to present the findings of the 
TeenTethics Report at the House of Lords. Many people said their contribution was one of the most 
insightful and valuable part of the day.  
 



TEENTECH CHARITY 
TRUSTEE REPORT 
for the Year Ended 30 September 2025 

 

 8 

 
 
Our CEO is always busy sharing inspiration at events and over the past year weeks has chaired major 
events including  AMDEA (taking a look at sustainability, inclusivity and tech in home 
appliances), Women Leaders in Electronics Awards and Brain 2050 where she joined Mihaela van der 
Schaar, Cambridge University’s Professor of Machine Learning, AI, and Medicine, the futurist Stefan 
Hyttfors and Matthew Syed to discuss how to thrive in an age of rapid change. 
 

 
 

The charity has enjoyed a longstanding partnership with CompTIA, now known as the GTIA Global 
Technology Industry Association, spanning several years. TeenTech has been invited to present at their 
EMEA Member and Partner Conference where the audience has warmly appreciated the teenagers’ 
contribution. Below is a snapshot of the enthusiastic response TeenTech students received at 
the CompTIA EMEA. 

In the July/August 2025 issue of IQ 

Magazine UK, our CEO Maggie Philbin 

reflects on her journey from 

television presenter to champion of 

digital skills and inclusion.  She 

emphasises the importance of hands-

on, real-world tech experiences in 

school and how industry-education 

partnerships can bridge the skills gap. 

Maggie also shares her thoughts on 

how the rapid pace of digital change 

demands adaptability, collaboration 

between sectors, and a renewed 

focus on lifelong learning. 

 

https://www.amdea.org.uk/
https://wiea.electronicsweekly.com/WLIEA2025/en/page/home
https://www.vanderschaar-lab.com/prof-mihaela-van-der-schaar/
https://www.vanderschaar-lab.com/prof-mihaela-van-der-schaar/
https://hyttfors.com/
https://hyttfors.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/matthewsyed/?originalSubdomain=uk
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This year, TeenTech was honoured to receive a generous donation following a vote by GTIA members. 
The funds will be used to further TeenTech’s mission to inspire young people to explore and pursue 
careers in science, technology, engineering, and the creative industries. 

 
 
The industry experts, the tech celebrities and the young teenagers we work with are all grappling with 
the same questions, trying to understand both the opportunities and the consequences of technology 
which promises so much yet needs us to do all we can to ensure it really does make life better for 
everyone. 
 
 

1. TeenTech Awards programme 
 
TeenTech Awards are a year-round programme where students develop their own projects to ‘make 

life better, simpler, safer or more fun’ using science, technology and digital skills.  Schools are provided 

with industry mentors and access to comprehensive resources and virtual ‘live’ innovation sessions 

with experts from all over the world. All submitted projects receive written feedback and a grading of 

Contender, Bronze, Silver or Gold.  

The final showcase of projects and judging took place at the IET, Savoy Place on 27th June 2025. On 

this stunningly beautiful day in London, 148 students travelled from all over the UK to showcase 

projects consistently described by both judges and visitors as ‘mind blowing’. Industry experts had 

chosen the finalists from over 1500 projects developed by young people to make life ‘better, simpler, 

safer or more fun’ Over 75 judges were involved in selecting projects for the showcase and providing 

feedback which culminated it the Awards ceremony and presentation of awards. 

All the finalists are ‘winners’, they take back valuable contacts, new friends and have the benefit of 
so much practical experience in producing an innovative product. Well done to all the finalists, you 
are the innovators of the future. 
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The TeenTech Awards have a consistently strong record for diversity. A broad cross-section of schools 

participate some from the most disadvantaged areas of the UK. 

14,000 students joined TeenTech Festivals, Innovation Hacks and Masterclasses which lead 

the students into the Award programme and provide inspiration for topics. These sessions  

are run both in person and virtually.  

290 Schools registered to participate and were sent the full TeenTech teacher resources. 

1458 students worked on projects (848 identified as female, 604 as male, 6 as non-binary 

and 0 as other) 

72 teams comprising of 148 students were invited to the final. (93 identified as female, 54 as 

male and 1 preferred not to say 

Schools and individual students remain powerfully engaged with the TeenTech Award programme 

over many years. The students say they find the whole process rewarding, whether or not they reach 

the final.  
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Student Comments 

“The TeenTech experience has taught me that engineering covers a much broader spectrum 

of areas than I had realised before…brilliant and inspirational and so much fun!” 

 

“TeenTech has given me the opportunity to think differently and creatively to solve the 

problems we face today with science and technology” 

 

“I have gained so much confidence and experience. I collaborated with people at the top of 

their fields. This enabled me to narrow down the career I would like to pursue in the future.” 

 

 
2. Regional Festivals  

 

TeenTech Festivals are highly interactive and designed to inspire young teenagers and their teachers 

about the contemporary industries shaping their future. The Festivals are hybrid with an advance 

virtual session and the main in person event, which combines the benefits of both delivery formats. 

 

These TeenTech events give students and teachers from across a region the opportunity to try their 

hand at immersive challenges and experiments, to handle cutting edge technology and, most 

importantly, to spend time with engineers, technologists and scientists from a wide range of 

companies influencing their 21st-century lives. 

 

TeenTech Festivals are a powerful intervention before students make GCSE subject choices, dispelling 

gender stereotypes and shifting perceptions of careers teenagers may have considered “difficult”, 

“geeky” or “boring”. 
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TeenTech Festivals bring together 30 schools and 40 employers in a region for both virtual and in 

person days where students take part in a structured, highly immersive series of challenges and 

experiments alongside industry experts. We have different age streams at festivals, 8-13, 14-19. This 

is often the starting point for schools and colleges with approximately 65% then developing projects 

for the TeenTech Awards.   

In each region, we delivered live virtual sessions featuring volunteers from:  

• national employers including Amazon Web Services, Arup, Atkins Réalis, Gatwick Airport, NHS 

and Amazon 

• local employers are encouraged to support the events in various ways, both virtual and in 

person. 

• academics contribute from leading universities including Roehampton, Cardiff, De Montfort, 

Manchester Metropolitan and Central Lancashire. 

 

The core of each programme was our TeenTech innovation sessions which enable students to meet 
leading experts in a wide range of industries. The experts set optional challenges which students are 
then encouraged to develop for our TeenTech Award programme. TeenTech Innovation sessions bring 
the digital, scientific and engineering world to life for students aged 11-19. Through these sessions, 
students understood more about the emerging opportunities, different entry points, the technical and 
personal skills which will carry them further within a specific sector. Sessions covered topics including 
Game Design, Space, Cybersecurity, Health, Animation and Future Technology. 
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 REGION  DATE  VENUE DETAILS  
 

TEENTECH SUSSEX 13TH NOVEMBER AMEX STADIUM, BRIGHTON 

TEENTECH WALES 5TH DECEMBER ALL NATIONS CENTRE, CARDIFF 

MTI INNOVATION DAY  27TH FEBRUARY MIRA TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE, NUNEATON  
 

DE MONTFORT UNIVERSITY  11TH MARCH DMU, LEICESTER 

TEENTECH LONDON  24th APRIL   ROEHAMPTON UNIVERSITY  
 

TEENTECH LANCASHIRE  20TH JUNE UNIVERSITY LANCASHIRE EDGE HILL 
 

 

We use voting buttons at all our events to measure impact on the day. This helps us 
understand how we have started to change perceptions of sectors students may not have 
previously considered. These stats are taken from across all our 2024/25 Festivals.   
  
How interested are you in a career in Design, Technology or Engineering   
The number of students answering very or fairly shifted from 55% on arrival to 86% at the 
end of the day   
 

How capable do you feel of having a career in those areas?   
The number of students answering very or fairly shifted from 61% on arrival to 80% at the 
end of the day.  
 

We are proud of the consistent quality of our programmes and events with 99.9% teachers 
and 100% companies who participated in our programmes in 2024/5 saying they would 
‘definitely’ do so again.   
 
 

3. TeenTech Innovation Sessions 
 
Our live virtual programmes receive high praise from students, teachers and parents. Covering a broad 

range of topics from sustainability to sound engineering, artificial intelligence to digital marketing, the 

future of healthcare to the future of food, the interactive shows connect schools to exciting areas of 

science and technology and highlight emerging careers together with the technical skills and personal 

qualities needed. 

TeenTech Innovation Hacks - We’re thrilled to have worked with Amazon Web Services on a number 
of in person events based at NHS hospitals, “Innovation Hacks”.  AWS is a leader in healthcare 
innovation.  They have created some hugely exciting and groundbreaking projects using data analytics 
and AI to process huge amounts of data enabling them to improve outcomes in a range of clinical 
settings such as testing and creating digital patient records. 
 
The Innovation Hacks are designed in inspire and enable students to come up with new ideas for the 
NHS (and TeenTech Awards) by taking part in tech demo’s run by AWS and the NHS who will showcase 
cutting-edge ideas alongside experts on the day. 
 to 
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Over the past 18 years we have developed a coherent set of programmes which provide ‘stepping 

stones’ for students, particularly those who may not thrive in formal learning or have become 

disengaged or disheartened. We do not believe in ‘one off experiences.  

A teacher may attend a Festival or an Innovation Day on an NHS site with a small group of students, 

then encourage a whole class to develop projects in our TeenTech Award scheme accessing support 

from a TeenTech mentor and then embed our resources in her teaching for other year groups. 

Students have access to a variety of programmes which help them develop personal and technical 

skills and those who prefer self-directed learning can access interactive online masterclasses on a wide 

range of subjects from AI to Aeronautics, Animation to Game Design.  

PLANS FOR 2025/26 

TeenTech Awards - The National TeenTech Awards, continue to be amazingly successful and the 
awards ceremony will be held at the IET in London on Friday June 26th 2026.  They present a wonderful 
and powerful opportunity to develop your potential and showcase qualities which are appreciated by 
both employers and further education.  The best projects go forward to the TeenTech Awards Final 
for judging.   

TeenTech Regional Festivals - We will have a full schedule of five Regional Festivals with events across 
the country including a new Regional Festival in collaboration with Manchester Metropolitan 
University in June 2026. 

• Sussex Festival – November 2025

• MTI Festival – February 2026

• Roehampton Festival – April 2026

• MMU Festival – June 2026

• Lancashire Festival – June 2026

TeenTech Innovation and Insight Day – based at Roehampton University November 2025, schools are 
invited to bring a mixed-ability group of 8 students to a free full-day event at the University of 
Roehampton. Students will take part in hands-on activities with university departments and leading 
STEAM companies, while developing ideas from the virtual session for the TeenTech Awards. They’ll 
also meet employers who will give feedback and share career pathways. 

TeenTech Amazon Regional Creatives Fund Grant - We’re excited to be working with 
Amazon on a series of virtual and live in-person events.  The funding will enable us to 
expand our programmes for young people underrepresented in the creative and tech 
industries. Our eight-month programme for 20 schools in Manchester and London, with in-
person and virtual events, will provide schools with a valuable network for students and 
equipping them with new skills and insight for the future.

FINANCIAL REVIEW 2024/25 

Operationally and financially, the year has been highly successful. The Charity has strengthened its 
strategy by closely aligning expenditure with new sources of income as they become available. We 
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have deliberately reduced the number of in-person events with high venue costs to ensure that only 
financially viable activities are repeated. Additionally, we have established relationships with new 
sponsorship and grant partners.  

The charity’s Statement of Financial Activities shows a total balance of £12,448 (2024: £1,333), 
reflecting improvement since Covid, which the Charity aims to sustain. 

Total income was £263,443 (2024: £248,646), with £166,993 from donations and grants, including 
sponsorships from Atkins, AWS, Haleon, Sopra Steria via TeenTech CIC, and a donation from GTIA. 
Income for charitable activities totalled £96,450 (2024: £35,332), received from organisations such as 
the University of Cardiff and Lancashire Digital Skills Partnership. 

Expenditure of £250,580 (2024: £247,710) covered event and program costs. 

The balance sheet shows a cash balance has increased on last year £46,360 (2024 £25,368), deferred 
income is at similar levels to last year of £30,750 (2024 £27,204) which relates to events and 
programmes to be carried out within in 2025/26 financial year, trade creditors £1,400 (2024 £3,101), 
trade debtors £1,250 (2024 Nil), and prepayments £8,454 (2024 £8,285). 

The Board supports the ongoing development of high-quality activities benefiting students across 
the UK. This is facilitated by collaboration with the CEO to create strategies aimed at identifying 
additional funding sources, especially for the medium and long term.  
Key financial risks are monitored monthly by the Trustees through comparison of actual results with 
budgets, as well as review of cashflow forecasts and bank balances. Based on these assessments and 
consideration of contractual obligations, it is their view that the Charity remains 
 a going concern. 

RESERVES POLICY 

The Trustees are committed to ensuring that all funds raised by the Charity are applied directly to 
the principal aims and activities in support of its charitable objectives. In accordance with the 
guidance provided by the Charity Commission, the Trustees have conducted a thorough review of 
the Charity’s requirements for reserves. 

This financial year shows continued stability within the operational team and finances for the 
Charity.  Looking ahead, the Charity plans to maintain its increased reserves levels. 

The Charity operates with a focus on efficiency, employing freelance staff as programme funding is 
secured and maintaining a lean structure with limited fixed overheads. The Trustees assess the 
financial risks associated with this approach to be manageable and will continue to review this 
position annually. As part of our ongoing risk management strategy, we are committed to building 
reserves as necessary to support the Charity’s long-term stability and operational resilience. 

RISK POLICY 

At Trustee meetings, the Trustees have examined major strategic, business, financial and operational 
risks which the Charity faces. The Charity operates formal documented policies to cover operational 
risks and to ensure compliance with best practice and legislation, particularly in the area of child 
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safeguarding. Through the risk management processes established, the Trustees are satisfied that the 
major risks identified have been adequately mitigated where necessary.   

FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT 

The Charity finances its operations through the generation of cash from operating activities and has 
no interest rate exposure on financial liabilities. Liquidity risk is managed through forecasting the 
future cash flow requirements of the Charity and maintaining sufficient cash at bank balances. 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES IN RELATION TO THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 

The trustees (who are also directors of TeenTech Charity for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for preparing the Trustees’ Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 102: 
The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (United Kingdom 
Accepted Accounting Practice). 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give 
a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the income and 
expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the 
trustees are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;
• make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to

presume that the charitable company will continue in business.
The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that 
the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for 
safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
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