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SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE BLIND SOCIETY
England & Wales · Charity number 1182486

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2019-03-15

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 11a
Finkin Street
Grantham
Lincolnshire

Phone 01476592775

Email slbs@blind-society.org.uk

Website www.blind_society.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECT OF THE CIO IS TO PROMOTE THE WELFARE OF BLIND AND PARTIALLY
SIGHTED PERSONS AND CARERS RESIDENT IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS OF BOSTON, SOUTH
HOLLAND, NORTH KESTEVEN, SOUTH KESTEVEN, THE COUNTY OF LINCOLNSHIRE AND THE
UNITED KINGDOM.NOTHING IN THIS CONSTITITION SHALL AUTHORISE AN APPLICATION OF THE
PROPERTY OF THE CIO FOR THE PURPOSES WHICH ARE NOT CHARITABLE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH [SECTION 7 OF THE CHARITIES AND TRUSTEE INVESTMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005] AND
[SECTION 2 OF THE CHARITIES ACT (NPRTHERN IRELAND) 2008]

Activities: The charity promotes the welfare and health support of visually impaired people, deaf blind,
people with hearing loss, mental health, dementia and general disabilities, and their carers

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Disability

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities
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Geography

• Throughout England

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £191,385 £237,323 - -

2024-03-31 £177,216 £219,977 - -

2023-03-31 £181,873 £160,173 - -

2022-03-31 £128,534 £101,125 - -

2021-03-31 £303,381 £112,666 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

COLIN DUST 2018-07-06

Christopher Michael Oakes 2025-10-24

Corinne Clack 2024-03-08

Debbie Lowe 2020-07-01

Jane Clack 2023-01-17

Janet Watson 2018-07-06

Robert William Dixon 2025-10-24

Roger Fixter 2022-03-22

Steve Puckett 2023-01-17
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Charity Commission Annual Return 2025
SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE BLIND SOCIETY
Charity registration number: 1182486
Most of the information you give in this form will become publicly available on the Register of
Charities. Any field that the Charity Commission will not display will be clearly marked.

This document is a record of the information provided in the Annual Return 2025.

PART A - Charity information

Financial period

Financial period start date
01/04/2024

Financial period end date
31/03/2025

Income and spending

Income £
£ 191,385

Spending £
£ 237,323

Number of contracts from government

How many contracts (other than grant agreements) did your charity receive from central
government or a local authority during the financial period for this return?
0

Number of grants from government

How many grants did your charity receive from central government or a local authority during the
financial period for this return?
1

Value of grants from government

What was the total value of the grants received from central government or a local authority
during the financial period for this return?
£ 22,140

Income breakdown
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Donations and legacies (excluding Endowments Received)
£ 44,089

Charitable activities
£ 114,702

Other trading activities
£ 2,250

Investments
£ 0

Other
£ 30,344

Corporate donations

What was the value of your charity’s single highest value donation received from a corporate
donor during the financial period of this return?
£ 11,000

Donations from individuals

What was the value of your charity’s single highest value donation received from an individual
during the financial period of this return?
£ 6,231

Donations from related parties

What was the value of your charity’s single highest value donation received from a related party
during the financial period of this return?
£ 0

Grantmaking

Is grant making the main way your charity carries out its purposes?
No

Recipients of grants

Please round all figures to the nearest pound (do not enter decimal points or commas).
Individuals
£ 0

Other charities
£ 0

Other organisations that are not charities
£ 0

Trustee payments

Excluding out of pocket expenses, for what were any of the trustees paid during the financial
period for this return?

c. Paid for providing goods and/or services to the charity or any of its trading subsidiaries or connected organisations

Did any of the trustees resign and take up employment with your charity in the financial period of
this return?
No

Income from outside the UK

⊠



Did your charity receive income from outside of the United Kingdom in the financial period of this
return?
No

Delivering activities outside the United Kingdom

Did your charity deliver charitable activities outside of the United Kingdom in the financial period
of this return?
No

Spending outside of the United Kingdom

Did your charity spend funds outside of the United Kingdom in the financial period of this return?
No

Total Spending outside of the United Kingdom
£

Trading subsidiaries

Does the charity have any trading subsidiaries?
No

Employment contract types

People were permanently employed by your charity
3

People were on fixed-terms contracts with your charity
0

Self-employed people were working for your charity
0

Total overseas employees

How many of the people above work on behalf of your charity outside of the United Kingdom?
0

Total employee payroll

What was the total amount spent on employee payroll during the financial period relating to this
return?
£ 92,984

Employees' salaries

Did any of your charity's employees receive total employment benefits of £60,000 or more in the
financial period of this annual return?
No

Governance policies

Internal charity financial controls policy and procedures
Yes

Safeguarding policy and procedures
Yes



Financial reserves policy and procedures 
No

Complaints policy and procedures
Yes

Serious incident reporting policy and procedures
Yes

Internal risk management policy and procedures
No

Trustee expenses policy and procedures
Yes

Trustee conflicts of interest policy and procedures
Yes

Investing charity funds policy and procedures
No

Campaigns and political activity policy and procedures
No

Bullying and harassment policy and procedures
No

Social media policy and procedures
Yes

Engaging external speakers at charity events policy and procedures
No

Safeguarding

Has your charity provided services to children and/or adults at risk in the financial period of the
return?
Yes

a. Standard DBS checks have been obtained for all eligible roles
Yes

b. Enhanced DBS checks have been obtained for all eligible roles 
Yes

c. Enhanced with Barred List(s) DBS checks have been obtained for all eligible roles
Yes

Serious Incidents

Has your charity reported all Serious Incidents (including any historical incidents) that the charity
became aware of during the financial period of this return?
There were no incidents to report

External risk and impact

Donations 
Negative

Other income - grants
Negative

Other income - contracts
Negative



Other income - investment
Not applicable

Expenditure on charitable activities
Negative

Expenditure on overheads
Negative

Number of volunteers
Unknown

Number of employees
No impact

Number of trustees
No impact

Fundraising activities
Negative

Capacity to deliver services
Negative

Total service demand
Positive

Volunteers

Excluding trustees, provide an estimate of the number of volunteers who carried out charitable
activities on behalf of your charity in the United Kingdom during the financial period of this
return?
136

Privacy statement

Any information you give us will be held securely and processed only in accordance
with the rule on data protection. We will not disclose your personal details to
anyone unconnected to the Charity Commission unless:

· you have consented to their release; or

· we are legally obliged to disclose them; or

· we regard disclosure as either (a) necessary so that we can properly carry out our
statutory functions or (b) necessary in the public interest.

We may share and disclose information about you with relevant public authorities,
regulatory bodies and agencies, outside the Charity Commission but only if:

· we can lawfully do so; and

· we decide that disclosure is necessary for national security, crime detection,
prevention, and law enforcement, or other issues in the public interest

Information we collect about you

We will use this information:

To enable us to carry out our statutory functions and duties;

This will include the following actions:

(a) update, consolidate, and improve the accuracy of our records;



(b) undertake crime detection and prevention and law enforcement and assist the
third parties specified above to investigate or prevent crime and carry out law
enforcement;

(c) data analysis, testing, research, statistical and survey purposes

Information we receive from other sources.

Information we receive from other sources

We may combine this information with information you give to us and information
we collect about you.

We may use this information and the combined information for the purposes set out
above (depending on the types of information we receive).

We will ensure that any such disclosure and use is proportionate; considers your
right to respect for your private life; and is done fairly and lawfully in accordance
with the data protection principles of the Data Protection Act.

The Data Protection Act 1998 regulates the use of 'personal data', which is
essentially any information, however stored, about identifiable living individuals.

As a 'data controller' under the Act, the Charity Commission must comply with it.
Any changes we may make to our privacy statement in the future will be set out in
the replacement version of this form.

Please check back frequently to see any updates or changes to our privacy policy.

Declaration

This annual return has not been submitted and no Declaration has been made
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Trustees Report 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society 

Trustees: 

Janet Watson 

Colin Dust 

Roger Fixter 

Steve Puckett 

Jane Clack 

Debbie Lowe 

Corinne Clack 

 

Type of governing document = Constitution  

How the charity is constituted = CIO  

Trustee selection methods = Elected 

Summary of the objectives:  

The object of the CIO is to promote the welfare of blind and partially sighted persons and carers 

resident in the administrative areas of Boston, South Holland, North Kesteven, South Kesteven, the 

County of Lincolnshire and the United Kingdom.  

Summary of the main activities:  

Fundraising activities have continued with thanks to our volunteers we have continued to offer 

support and groups to our service users. We have increased the number of community groups we 

offer from our main hub. Our CEO and Community support worker along with volunteers continue to 

support not only our own service users but many more people in the local communities making sure 

they had food, prescriptions and emotional support. Working alongside the Lincolnshire resilience 

Forum, South Kesteven District Council and the NHS. We were fortunate to recruit new volunteers 

who have been a massive support to our charity.  

Summary of the main achievements:  

The CIO has made good progress in securing funding for the next year, primarily towards the launch 

of the community radio station which will provide many benefits for all service users and the wider 

community. 

Brief statement on the charity’s policy on reserves:  

Reserves are needed to bridge the gap between the spending and receiving of income and to cover 

unplanned emergency expenditure. The trustees consider that the level of reserves as at 31 March 

2024 to be adequate.  

Details of any funds materially in deficit:  

None 
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Trustees Report 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society 

 

Section A 

Trustees:                       

Debbie Lowe 

Barry Summerfield 

Janet Watson 

Nigel Brocklebank 

Sarah Mellin 

Colin Dust 

Peter Weatherall 

Section B 

Type of governing document = Constitution 

How the charity is constituted = CIO 

Trustee selection methods = Elected 

Section C 

Summary of the objectives: 

The object of the CIO is to promote the welfare of blind and partially sighted persons and carers 

resident in the administrative areas of Boston, South Holland, North Kesteven, South Kesteven, the 

County of Lincolnshire and the United Kingdom. 

Summary of the main activities: 

Due to the pandemic, we were unable to do any fundraising activities.  We moved buildings and with 
the dedicated help of a few volunteers we completed the move to the new building and are still 
finalising  the changes to the building which will allow us to offer more to our community of service 
users. 
 
During the pandemic our CEO and Community support Worker along with volunteers volunteered to 
support not only our own service users but many more people in the local communities making sure 
they had food, prescriptions and emotional support. 
 
Working alongside the Lincolnshire resilience Forum, South Kesteven District Council and the NHS.  
We were fortunate to recruit new volunteers who have been a massive support to our charity.  

 

Section D 

Summary of the main achievements: 

The CIO has made good progress in reducing costs given the reduction in income (primarily Gift Aid 

and bequest funds). These cost saving initiatives to be carried on through to the 2023 trading year in 

an effort to further reduce costs. 



Section E 

Brief statement on the charity’s policy on reserves: 

Reserves are needed to bridge the gap between the spending and receiving of income and to cover 

unplanned emergency expenditure. The trustees consider that the level of reserves as at 31 March 

2022 to be adequate. 

Details of any funds materially in deficit: 

None 



















SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE BLIND SOCIETY
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1182486

Accounts



Trustees Report 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society 

 

Section A 

Trustees:                       

Debbie Lowe 

Barry Summerfield 

Janet Watson 

Nigel Brocklebank 

Sarah Mellin 

Colin Dust 

Peter Weatherall 

Section B 

Type of governing document = Constitution 

How the charity is constituted = CIO 

Trustee selection methods = Elected 

Section C 

Summary of the objectives: 

The object of the CIO is to promote the welfare of blind and partially sighted persons and carers 

resident in the administrative areas of Boston, South Holland, North Kesteven, South Kesteven, the 

County of Lincolnshire and the United Kingdom. 

Summary of the main activities: 

Due to the pandemic, we were unable to do any fundraising activities.  We moved buildings and with 
the dedicated help of a few volunteers we completed the move to the new building and are still 
finalising  the changes to the building which will allow us to offer more to our community of service 
users. 
 
During the pandemic our CEO and Community support Worker along with volunteers volunteered to 
support not only our own service users but many more people in the local communities making sure 
they had food, prescriptions and emotional support. 
 
Working alongside the Lincolnshire resilience Forum, South Kesteven District Council and the NHS. 
We were fortunate to recruit new volunteers who have been a massive support to our charity. 

 

Section D 

Summary of the main achievements: 

The CIO has made good progress in reducing costs given the reduction in income (primarily Gift Aid 

and bequest funds). These cost saving initiatives to be carried on through to the 2023 trading year in 

an effort to further reduce costs. 



Section E 

Brief statement on the charity’s policy on reserves: 

Reserves are needed to bridge the gap between the spending and receiving of income and to cover 

unplanned emergency expenditure. The trustees consider that the level of reserves as at 31 March 

2022 to be adequate. 

Details of any funds materially in deficit: 

None 
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Trustees Report 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society 

 

Section A 

Trustees: 

Debbie Lowe 

Barry Summerfield 

Janet Watson 

Nigel Brocklebank 

Sarah Mellin 

Colin Dust 

Peter Weatherall 

Section B 

Type of governing document = Constitution 

How the charity is constituted = CIO 

Trustee selection methods = Elected 

Section C 

Summary of the objectives: 

The object of the CIO is to promote the welfare of blind and partially sighted persons and carers 

resident in the administrative areas of Boston, South Holland, North Kesteven, South Kesteven, the 

County of Lincolnshire and the United Kingdom. 

Summary of the main activities: 

Due to the pandemic, we were unable to do any fundraising activities.  We moved buildings and with 
the dedicated help of a few volunteers we completed the move to the new building  and are still 
finalising  the changes to the building which will allow us to offer more to our community of service 
users. 
 
During the pandemic we supported not only our won service users but many more people in the 
local communities making sure they had food, prescriptions and emotional support. 
 
Working alongside the Lincolnshire resilience Forum, South Kesteven District Council and the NHS. 
We were fortunate to recruit new volunteers who have been a massive support to our charity. 

 

Section D 

Summary of the main achievements: 

The CIO has made good progress in reducing costs given the reduction in income (primarily Gift Aid 

and bequest funds). These cost saving initiatives to be carried on through to the 2022 trading year in 

an effort to further reduce the operational deficit 



Section E 

Brief statement on the charity’s policy on reserves: 

Reserves are needed to bridge the gap between the spending and receiving of income and to cover 

unplanned emergency expenditure. The trustees consider that the level of reserves as at 31 March 

2021 to be adequate. 

Details of any funds materially in deficit: 

None 
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