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Objectives and Activities

SORP
reference

Summary of the purposes of | Para1.17 The German History Society (“the Society”)
the charity as set out in its

governing document 1. Objects

The Objects of the Society are, for the public benefit
in the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland:

1.1 To advance education in, and promote the
study of, German history, including the
history of German-speaking lands, in
particular but not exclusively by:

1.1.1 Organising public conferences,
lectures and events on topics relating
to German history;

1.1.2  Creating and fostering links between
academics, students, scholarly
bodies and other individuals and
organisations engaged with or
interested in German history;

1.1.3 Producing and disseminating
publications, online resources and
other media to provide information
relating to the subject and study of
German history; and

1.1.4 Providing grants and bursaries for
study or research into German
history, and awarding prizes for
exceptional academic work relating
to German history, in particular but
not exclusively to students and early
career scholars.

1.2 Nothing in this Constitution shall authorise an
application of the property of the Society for
purposes which are not charitable in
accordance with section 7 of the Charities
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005




and section 2 of the Charities Act (Northern
Ireland) 2008.

Summary of the main
activities in relation to those
purposes for the public
benefit, in particular, the
activities, projects or
services identified in the
accounts.

Para 1.17
and 1.19

The Society promotes learning in the history of
Germany and the German-speaking world. It does
this, broadly, through events,
publication/dissemination of print and online
information, awarding grants for study/research and
fostering a network of academics, students and other
individuals and organisations interested in the
discipline.

The Society exists to benefit the public at large and
many benefits are accessible to all. However, the
Society encourages those with an interest in German
history to become members and membership
confers additional benefits. Membership is easy to
obtain and affordable: the cost is £27/year for
general membership and £8/year for student
membership, which is a lower fee than that charged
by many other membership organisations.

Members of the Society can access various benefits,
which are designed to promote their learning,
including automatic subscription to the Society's own
journal, eligibility to apply for bursaries/grants and
free attendance at the Society’s annual conference
and various other events.

The Society’s journal, German History, includes
articles/research and other information relevant the
field and represents an excellent educational
resource. In addition, the Society’s website includes
a comprehensive list of links to relevant study and
research resources, to assist students, scholars and
other interested parties to develop their learning in
the area.

The Society’s annual conference and other events
provide a platform for leading speakers in German
history to showcase their work and educate
attendees. These events also facilitate networking
between those working, studying or interested in the
discipline, thereby providing opportunities to
advance education through the sharing of knowledge
and ideas.

Bursaries and grants allow students and early career
scholars to fund items that otherwise may have been
unaffordable to them, including study fees, research
trips, attending or putting on conferences/events,
amongst other things. These awards therefore
broaden access to the field and promote learning.

The Society also awards various prizes for
outstanding work in the field of German history,
including a postgraduate essay prize, EDI prize and
undergraduate dissertation prize, which are open to
students at UK and Irish universities, and a prize for
the best article published each year in German
History journal.

The Society exists to advance education in the history
of Germany and the German-speaking world and is




committed to activities that enable the public at large
to become engaged in this discipline.

Non-members can subscribe to the German History
journal and attend the Society’s annual conference
and other events, subject to payment of a fee.
Therefore, many of the benefits enjoyed by members
are available more widely at cost, and therefore
contribute to the Society’'s aims of advancing
education in German history for the benefit of the
public at large.

Furthermore, membership of the Society is open to
any person who is studying, teaching or researching
German history, or who supports the aims of the
Society or is simply interested in the topic. There is no
limit on membership numbers. Therefore although
members gain benefits by virtue of their membership,
anyone with an interest in the area can become a
member and therefore enjoy these benefits.

Statement confirming
whether the trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on public
benefit

Para 1.18

The trustees, in making decisions, have had due
regard to the commission's public benefit guidance
when exercising any powers or duties to which the
guidance is relevant.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Contribution made by
volunteers

. ) Para 1.38
Policy on grant making
. o Para 1.38
Policy on social investment
including program related
investment
Para 1.38




Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP
reference

Summary of the main
achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity’s work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

Para 1.20

Annual Conference

In 2021, the Society’s annual conference was held at
the University of Roehampton (with the potential for
additional online participation) from 2-4 September.
The conference included around 70 participants
(speakers, chairs, discussants) from across the globe,
representing researchers at all levels from
postgraduates and early career researchers to
established senior scholars. Plenary lectures were
held by Doris Bergen (Toronto), Yair Mintzker
(Princeton) and Hedwig Rockelein (Géttingen).
Members and non-members alike were able to attend
the conference and broaden their knowledge of
German history and culture.

Other Events

GHS members were invited to collaborate with the
German Historical Institute London on a workshop on
medieval Germany, held on 6 May 2022.

An exhibition part-funded by the GHS entitled ‘Behind
the Wire: Internment during the First World War’ was
held at the Old Library Galleries, Leicester, during
April-May 2022, and inaugurated by the City Mayor.

GHS Ukraine Fellowship

In June 2022, Dr Natalia Gromakova joined the
University of Aberdeen’s Centre for Polish-Lithuanian
Studies as part of the ‘Scholars at Risk’ Fellowship
programme for Ukraine, sponsored by the German
History Society in collaboration with the Royal
Historical Society.

Dr Gromakova specialises in the social and
associational life of minorities, including Polish and
German speakers in the nineteenth-century Ukrainian
lands occupied by Austria and Russia after the Third
Partition of Poland in 1795 up to the First World War.
She fled her home in Bucha, around 20km north-west




of Kyiv, with her daughter on March 11. Dr Gromakova
had been working at the National Pedagogical
University in Kyiv as a postdoctoral researcher. She
and daughter Olena were able to evacuate the town,
which had been under relentless shelling since the
outbreak of war, but her husband remained behind to
support those defending the country.

The GHS contributed £5,000 to fund Dr. Gromakova’s
Fellowship. Since then, Dr Gromakova has delivered
several papers, including one at Cambridge, and the
University of Aberdeen has matched the GHS/RHS
funding to enable her to stay on the fellowship for a
whole year, until the end of May 2023.

Membership

In May 2022, the Society had 202 members (135
waged, 65 unwaged). The Society’s expanded use of
social media had an appreciable impact in this regard.

Members of the Society are able to attend the annual
conference without paying a fee, and are eligible for
the Society’s prizes, grants, and bursaries.
Membership of the Society also includes a
subscription at significantly discounted rates to the
internationally-acclaimed journal German History,
which is published four times a year on behalf of the
Society by Oxford University Press.

Grants

The Society received a smaller number of applications
than usual for its grants and bursary schemes, given
the disruption to research and travel due to COVID.

However, there have been significant increases from
last year in applications for in-person language-course
grants, and applications to the new hardship fund. The
Society has taken care to be flexible in what the
awards can be allocated towards — for instance, if
research travel were not possible, to consider
applications for cost of book purchases and digitising.

For a full financial breakdown of expenditure on grants
and bursaries, see the Financial Review section
below.

GHS Postgraduate awards 2021-22

GHS/DAAD language course awards (850 Euro each,
paid half by GHS, half by DAAD):

There was continuing disruption from Covid but two
new awards were made and three students asked to
roll over awards to 21/22 year with permission from
the DAAD.

Small research grants (of up to £1250 each):




5 applications were received in August 2021 and 5
awarded

2 applications were received in January 2022 and
awarded

3 applications were received in April and awarded

Hardship grants (of up to £500 each)

2 applications were received in January 2022 and
awarded

2 applications were received in April 2022 and
awarded

Major Bursaries (£2500 each)

We had 5 applications and made 2 awards, and
offered 1 an award of a small grant equivalent.

Conference funding scheme

We had 1 application and award (up to £2700)

Exhibition Funding Scheme — a team of researchers
led by Edward Wouk (Manchester) preparing an
exhibition entitled ‘Albrecht Direr’s Material World’ (to
be held at The Whitworth, Manchester, 2023-24) was
awarded £2,000.

Prizes

RHS/GHS Postgraduate Essay prize

The German History Society awards a prize of £500 to
the winner of this annual essay competition. In
addition, the essays are considered for publication in
German History journal.

Winners of the 2022 Postgraduate Essay Prize:
Carmel Heeley (QMUL) for ‘Jewish Innovations to
Conceptions of ‘German Belonging’: The Case of
Munich Jewish Businesses’.

Antonia Anstatt (Oxford) for ‘Empress and Virgin:
Female Sainthood in the Early Thirteenth Century’.

Joint runners up were Ingrid Schreiber (Oxford):
“Solitude and Sociability in Christian Jakob Kraus
(1753-1807)” and Frederick Crofts (Cambridge):
‘Calvinist Heidelberg and the East: Marcus zum Lamm
Collects Turcica, c. 1600".

GHS Undergraduate Essay Prize

The German History Society offers an annual prize of
£300 for the best undergraduate dissertation on
German History written by a student of history (single




or joint honours, or in a cognate discipline) at a UK or
Irish university. Runner-up prizes of £100 each may
also be offered at the judges’ discretion.

The prizes were awarded to:

Charlotte Dos Remedios (University of Warwick),
'Women’s Bodies in Auschwitz: An Exploration of the
Psychological Implications of Malnourishment on
Female Prisoners’ (first prize); Anastasia Rasch-
Murphy (University of Warwick), ‘Remembering the
Marginalised: Epilepsy and Epileptics in Nazi
Germany, 1933-1945' (runner-up prize) and Charlotte
Rayner (University of Exeter), ‘Visions of Nationalism:
The Role of the Imperator-Class Liners in Imperial
Germany’s Nation Building, 1910-1914’ (runner-up
prize).

Equality and Inclusion Prize

For the first time, the Society initiated an award for
critical interventions in debates on gender, minorities,
migration, ethnicity and equality, including research on
critical race studies, LGBTQ+ and queer studies, and
disability studies, related to any aspect of the history
of Germany and the German-speaking world in its
broadest global context. The prize was awarded for
the first time in September 2022.

German History Article Prize

Each year German History's editorial board awards a
prize on the behalf of The German History Society for
the best article published in the journal. The prize is
intended to showcase outstanding work from scholars
of German history whatever their career stage, and
the winner is invited to receive their award at the
annual meeting of the German History Society in
September. The prize is worth £500, with an additional
£250 of books provided by OUP. Oxford Journals
makes the prize-winning articles freely available
online.

The winner of the prize in 2021 was Holly Fletcher,
whose article ‘Belly-Worshippers and Greed-
Paunches’: Fatness and the Belly in the Lutheran
Reformation’, was published in German History 39(2),
June 2021, pp. 173-200.

Journal

The journal continues to experience a good flow of
submissions, largely from early-career scholars based
in the UK, US and Germany, although the regular
submission of articles from further afield attests to the
journal’s global reach. Two special issues were in
development, both seeking to span early modern,




modern and contemporary history. Publication slots
are currently filled until summer 2024. The majority of
articles submitted are by early-career scholars but
there is also a regular flow of submissions by more
senior scholars. In terms of subjects, the articles
submitted cover the full range of German history from
the early Middle Ages to the present. The journal thus
continues to fulfil its mission to be the pre-eminent
English-language journal for German history and to
command respect throughout the world, including the
German-speaking lands.

Book Series

The German History Society has established its own
book series, Studies in German History, in
collaboration with its long-standing publishing partner
Oxford University Press.

The series reflects the German History Society’s long-
standing mission to promote the best scholarship in
the broad field of German history, and seeks to build
on the innovative directions established by the
Society’s journal in recent years.

Taking an open, expansive view of what German
History is and where that history has been played out,
it envisions a broad chronological and geographic
scope that encompasses topics from the medieval
period to the present day; it seeks to go beyond the
traditional confines of German history by adopting a
comparative approach or exploring themes that
entwine the history of the German-speaking lands with
that of other parts of the world; it aims to solicit titles
that are intellectually ambitious, whether in their
engagement with novel paradigms or their use of
concepts and methods from other disciplines; and it
seeks to publish work that reaches a readership
beyond immediate specialists in a particular field.
Above all, it seeks to publish work that engages with
historical questions of wider relevance across German
and other histories.

The series has now published a total of eleven books.
Two appeared during the reporting period:

O Marjorie Elizabeth Plummer, ‘Stripping the Veil:
Convent Reform, Protestant Nuns, and Female
Devotional Life in Sixteenth-Century Germany’ (March
2022)

O Sarah Greer, ‘Commemorating Power in Early
Medieval Saxony’ (October 2021)

Two more have appeared since:

O Patrick Milton, ‘Intervention and State Sovereignty in
Central Europe, 1500-1780’ (November 2022)




O Marcus Colla, ‘Prussia in the Historical Culture of
the German Democratic Republic’ (October 2022)

Martin Christ’s ‘Biographies of a Reformation’ (2021)
won the REFORC book award and the Ecclesiastical
History Society book award and Craig Griffiths’ ‘The
Ambivalence of Gay Liberation’ (2021) was shortlisted
for the RHS’s Gladstone Prize.

Our contract with OUP is to publish 2-4 books per
year, so we are well on target, and we currently have
two completed manuscripts and a number of very
strong proposals in hand.

Outreach

In April 2022 — April 2023 Jeff Bowersox and his
committee worked on four outreach projects, all of
which are ongoing. The first, which is ongoing, was
the production of a series of videos on objects in
German history featuring members of the German
History Society. These brief videos use an unusual or
otherwise unremarkable historical artifact to tell a
broader story, for example about eating habits in the
eighteenth century, about the experience of the First
World War or the Holocaust or about the course of the
Cold War. These videos will be provided free of
charge on the GHS website and are intended to be of
value not just for the general public but specifically for
schoolteachers and sixth-form students in the UK and
Ireland.

The second is a collaboration with the Wiener Library
to produce a CPD event for teachers around Jewish
history and the Holocaust. Jeff Bowersox also
developed links with centres like the National
Holocaust Centre and Museum in Nottingham and the
Weidenfeld Institute of Jewish Studies in Brighton in
order to facilitate future projects.

The third is a collaboration with partner organizations
like the Association of German Studies (UK) and the
German Studies Association (USA) to produce and
distribute resources to support the teaching of German
language and German history in the UK and Ireland.
This year, Jeff Bowersox renewed contacts that were
disrupted by the pandemic and together laid out
common priorities that will be used in the coming year
to lay out a plan of action.

The fourth, and related, activity, is the development of
an essay competition to encourage the study of
German history among pre-university students. Jeff
Bowersox and the committee met with the
coordinators of existing essay competitions (e.g.
Katrin Kohl of the Oxford German Network) to get
guidance on best practices and how to support




students from varying types of schools and have laid
the groundwork to get the essay competition started in
the next year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against

against objectives

objectives set Para 1.41
Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives
set Para 1.41
Investment performance

Para 1.41

Other







Financial Review

uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a going
concern

Review of the charity’s Para 1.21 Please find the detailed end of year financial

financial position at the end statement on the following pages.

of the period

Statement explaining the Para 1.22 We continue to experience the longer impact

policy for holding reserves of the pandemic. Some projects,

stating why they are held conferences, postgraduate research plans
involving travel, as well as the language
courses that we support had been
postponed, cancelled, or took place online,
and we continued to support these projects if
applicants wished to see the money
transferred into a new financial cycle. We had
earmarked the difference from the spendings
of two years ago for projects carried into the
future, as well as for applications during the
last year. Already last year, we spent £8,126
more than in the previous year which shows
that the impact of the pandemic was getting
smaller. We are proud to announce the
income and spending was in balance this
financial year (see attached report). We
continue to financially support projects
carried on due to the impact of the pandemic,
as well as future applications.

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 See attached report.

Reasons for holding zero Para 1.22 N/A

reserves

Details of fund materially in | Para1.24 N/A

deficit

Explanation of any Para 1.23 N/A

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal
sources of funds (including
any fundraising)

Para 1.47




Investment policy and

objectives including any
social investment policy Para 1.46
adopted

A description of the principal

risks facing the charity Para 1.46

Other




Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s
trusts:

Type of governing Para 1.25 Constitution

document

How is the charity Para 1.25 Learned Society

constituted?

Trustee selection methods | Para1.25 2. Appointment of Trustees

including details of any .

constitutional provisions e.g. 2.1 For the purposes of this clause, a

. “year” shall mean a complete period
election to post or name of )
, of service between two AGMs.

any person or body entitled

to appoint one or more 2.2 The Trustees in office on the date of

trustees adoption of this Constitution shall
remain in post until the expiry of their
term of office as determined under
the previous constitution (adopted on
1 September 2017), after which the
provisions of this Constitution shall
apply.

2.3 Officerships

2.3.1 The Members at AGM shall
elect individuals to the Fixed

Officerships and  Further
Officerships  described in
clauses Error! Reference

source not found. and
Error! Reference source not
found. of the Constitution
each for a non-renewable
term of three years.

2.3.2 After expiry of this three-year
term, the Fixed Officerships
and Further Officerships shall
retire from these positions
and shall not be eligible for re-
election to them, provided
that they shall be eligible for
election to other Officerships
or otherwise as Trustees,
subject to the time limits on
Trustee service under sub-
clause 2.6.

2.3.3 The terms of office of the
Chairperson and the




24

2.5

26

Secretary shall not normally
be co-terminous.

Ex-officio trustees

241 The Editors of the GHS
Journal and the Series
Editors of Studies in German
History for the time being
(the Ex-Officio Trustees”)
shall automatically, by virtue
of holding those offices, be
trustees.

2.4.2 If unwilling to act as a trustee,
an Ex-Officio Trustee may:

(a) before accepting
appointment as a
Trustee, give notice in
writing to the Trustees
of  his or her
unwillingness to act in
that capacity; or

(b) after accepting
appointment as a
Trustee, resign under

the provisions
contained in
Constitution sub-
clause Error!
Reference source
not found..

2.4.3 The office of that Ex-Officio
Trustee will then remain
vacant until the office holder
ceases to hold office.

If there are more
applications/nominations for the role
of Trustee than there are vacant
Trustee positions, the Secretary shall
prepare ballot papers for secret
elections at the AGM and shall act as
returning officer for the elections.
Each Member returning a ballot
paper at the AGM shall have as many
votes as there are vacancies.

Except for the Ex-Officio Trustees, no
Trustee shall serve for a period of
more than nine years except where
the Trustees determine that
exceptional circumstances apply.
Service accrued prior to the adoption
of this Constitution shall not count for
the purposes of this sub-clause 2.6.




2.7

2.8

29

The Trustees and the Members shall
have regard to maintaining broad
representation of the various
chronological periods of German
history in electing Trustees to the
Committee.

Every Trustee after appointment or
reappointment must sign a
declaration of willingness to act as a
charity trustee of the Society before
he or she may act as a Trustee.

A technical defect in the appointment
of a Trustee of which the Trustees are
unaware at the time does not
invalidate decisions taken at a
meeting.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction

parties

and training of trustees Para 1.51
The charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the Para 1.51
charity works
Relationship with any related

Para 1.51
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Reference and Administrative details

Charity name

The German History Society

Other name the charity uses

N/A

Registered charity number

1182341

Charity’s principal address

c/o Dr. Helen Roche (GHS Secretary)
Department of History

Durham University

43 North Bailey

Durham DH1 3EX




Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

o N o o A OWN -

NN ) a2 A A a A @A —a -
O ©W 0N O o W N> O ©

Dates acted

Name of person (or body) entitled

Trustee name Office (if any) if not for to appoint trustee (if any)
whole year

Karin Friedrich Chair

Helen Roche Secretary

Stefan Hanss Treasurer

Sina Steglich German Historical Institute
Representative

Kat Hill Postgraduate Officer

Anna Ross Journal Editor

Joachim Whaley

Journal Editor

Neil Gregor

Book Series Editor

Bridget Heal

Book Series Editor

Jeff Bowersox

Schools and Outreach Officer

Mark Jones

Laura Kounine

Corporate trustees — names of the directors at the date the report was approved

Director name

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name

Dates acted if not for whole year







Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

Description of the assets
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the
charity on whose behalf the
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian
charity’s objects

Details of arrangements for
safe custody and
segregation of such assets
from the charity’s own
assets

Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information
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GERMAN HISTORY SOCIETY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2022

INCOME

Main funding subscriptions & royalties
Oxford University Press

German History Journal grants

Oxford University Press

GHS/DAAD language grants
Miscellaneous receipt

Bank interest

EXPENDITURE

Annual conference & AGM
Graduate Assistance Scheme
Post graduate bursaries - Major
Post graduate bursaries - Small
Hardship Grant

Ukranian Scholars at Risk

GHIL lecture

GHS/DAAD language stipends
Essay Dissertation and Article prizes
Workshop

Exhibition funding

Journal costs

Admininstration

Committee travelling expenses
Website & domain costs
Professional fees

Accountancy fee

Bank charges

Misc expenses

(DEFICIT/SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR

2022
GERMAN
GENERAL  HISTORY
FUNDS JNL TOTAL
£ £ £

44,589 44,589

10,239 10,239

2,147 2,147

16 16

46,752 10,239 56,991

3,723 3,723

18,707 18,707

7,959 7,959

2,000 2,000

5,000 5,000

1,971 1,971

1,600 1,600

287 287

963 963

3,776 3,776
923
8,744
540
60

10,267 10,267

52,477 3,776 56,253

- 5,725 6,463 738

2021
GERMAN.
GENERAL  HISTORY
FUNDS INL TOTAL

£ £ £
41,430 41,430
3,406 3,406
1,307 1,307
22 22
42,759 3,406 46,164
173 173
3,549 3,549
2,665 2,665
479 479
750 750
1,850 1,850
2,507 2,507

1,268
540

1,808 1,808
11,273 2,507 13,870
31,485 899 32,384




GERMAN HISTORY SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH JUNE 2022

2022 2021
£ £ £ £
CURRENT ASSETS
Bank balances - Deposit account 166,736 165,544
- Current account 1,285 1,593
- German History Journal acc 7,539 10,768
175,560 177,905
CURENT LIABILITIES
Journal grant received in advance 3,083
Creditors 540 539
540 3,622
175,020 174,283
REPRESENTED BY
REVENUE ACCOUNTS
General Funds
AT 30 JUNE 2021 159,176 127,691
SURLPUS/DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR - 5,725 31,485
153,451 159,176
German History Journal Fund
AT 30 JUNE 2021 15,106 14,208
SURPLUS/DEFICIT FOR THE YEAR 6,463 899
21,569 15,106
175,020 174,283

We have prepared, without audit, the foregoing accounts from the books and records of the Society and from the information and explanations given to us.
In our opinion they give a true and fair view of the Societys affairs at 30th June 2022

Peacock Accountancy



Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s) VAR Y I
%M Ky 4 ?J//’/L//

Full name(s) | Helen Barbara Elizabeth Roche Karin Friedrich

Position (eg Secretary, | Secretary Chair

Chair, etc)

Date | 1 4th February 2023




