
BARNET UNITED REFORMED CHURCH AND EWEN HALL CHARITIES 
 

 
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2020  
 
This report includes information required by the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 
2008 and the Statement of Recommended Practice for Accounting by Charities 2005 as applicable 
to charities entitled to prepare accounts on the receipts and payments basis  
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  
 

Barnet United Reformed Church Charity is a local church of the United Reformed Church in Great 
Britain, and is a member church of Thames North Synod of the Church. It was registered on 18th 
February, 2019 as Charity Number 1182081.  
 
Barnet United Reformed Church is situated at Ewen Hall, Wood Street, Barnet. EN5 4BW.  
 
The members of the Elders’ Meeting for the time being are recognised as the charity trustees. 
Those who served from 1st January 2020 until the date this report was approved are:  
Mrs Jill Adams,  
Mrs Alison Atkinson,  
Mr Alan King,  
Mrs Fleur White.  
 
The Church building, Ewen Hall and houses at 43, The Croft, Barnet, EN5 2TN and 27, Union 
Street, Barnet EN5 4HY are vested in Thames North Trust company as trustees and held for the 
benefit of Barnet URC in accordance with the trusts applicable to URC properties.  
 
 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  
 

The activities of Barnet United Reformed Church are overseen by the Elders’ Meeting of the 
Church in accordance with the provisions of The Structure of the United Reformed Church 
determined by the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church, and supplemented by the 
rules of Barnet United Reformed Church. The governing document of the registered charity is a 
statement adopted by the Church Meeting.  
 
The Elders’ Meeting is responsible for the financial administration of the Church, and the care and 
maintenance of Church premises and the manse. The Church Meeting (of all members wishing to 
attend) gives general guidance on the life and work of the Church. The members of the Elders 
Meeting are the minister in pastoral charge (if any) and up to 12 members of Barnet URC 
nominated and elected by the members of Barnet URC in Church Meeting. Elders serve for 3 
years, retire by rotation and are eligible for re-election. There is no limit on the number of 
consecutive periods of service. The members of the Elders’ Meeting are the trustees of the 
registered charity during their period of service as elders.  
 
The Elders’ Meeting met 5 times during the year. It is assisted in the administration of the Church 
and its property by committee established for property management. The Church Meeting met 4 
times during the year. The number of meetings was less than usual due to the COVID 19 outbreak 
and restrictions. Trustees did keep in touch in other ways such as Zoom meetings and telephone 
calls. 
 
 
 



OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES  
 

As a local congregation of the United Reformed Church, Barnet United Reformed Church seeks to 
advance the Christian religion through its activities and the facilities offered to the community by its 
buildings. 
 
The Elders’ Meeting is aware of the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit in "The 
Advancement of Religion for the Public Benefit" and has regard to it in the administration of the 
Church. The Elders’ Meeting believes that, the Church provides benefit to the public by:  
• providing resources and facilities for public worship, pastoral care and spiritual, moral and 
intellectual development, both for the congregation and for anyone else who wishes to benefit from 
what the Church offers;  
• promoting Christian values and service by members of the congregation to the community, for 
the benefit of individuals and society as a whole.  
 
 

REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

Barnet URC held worship services every Sunday morning throughout the year except during the 
COVID 19 lockdown. There is a Bible study group which meets at the home of one of the Elders. 
We have a Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Association, numbering about 100 members, as well as 
Brownies and Rainbows. 
 
During the periods when the church was allowed to open but full services were not permitted, the 
church was open on Sunday mornings for private prayer. 
 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW  
 

Income for the year ending 31st December, 2020 was £102,717 and expenditure was £115,698 
meaning a deficit of £12,981.   
 
£21,413 came from hiring out the Ewen Hall and other rooms, and £44,593 from the rental income 
of our two houses and three flats. The remainder of the income consisted of gifts and donations 
from members and friends who attend our services and activities.  
 
The main expenses were £23,000 to the URC central ministry and mission fund, £30,401 on 
church running costs, £11,838 for maintenance of buildings and £45,522 on refurbishing the 
manse. 
 
Barnet United Reformed Church has a reserve fund of £197,810 which is invested by the URC 
Thames North Trust.  



 



 



 



 

 

 




