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England & Wales · Charity number 1181307

Details

Other names RIVERTIME ACCESSIBLE BOATING

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-12-20

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Grovefield House
24
Furze Platt Road
Maidenhead

Phone 07850791324

Email info@accessibleboatingthames.org

Website accessibleboatingthames.org

Activities

Objects: TO RELIEVE THE NEEDS OF DISABLED PEOPLE BY THE PROVISION OF ACCESSIBLE
BOATING OPPORTUNITIES ON OPEN WATER

Activities: We provide a range of Accessible Boating opportunities for people of varying abilities to engage
together in water related activities on open water, which we believe has a therapeutic effect. Our services are
delivered in the Thames Valley and our model is in development for replication on a national basis.

Classification

• How: Provides Services

• What: Disability

• Who: People With Disabilities

Geography

• Throughout England
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £86,277 £17,222 - -

2024-03-31 £15,834 £7,882 - -

2023-03-31 £9,845 £5,931 - -

2022-03-31 £17,169 £6,599 - -

2021-03-31 £21,149 £4,270 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Gavin Olaf William Tisshaw Chair 2021-01-24

CHRIS HUMPHRIS 2018-12-20

Emma-Jane Cornwell 2024-09-17

Hilary Spiers 2023-07-18

Peter May 2025-03-21

Stephen John Betts 2021-03-01
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Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From lstApril 2022 To 31"tMarch2023

Charity name: Rive(ime Accessible Boating
Trading as: Accessible Boating Thames (ABT)

Charity registration number: 1181307

Objectives and Activities

SORP
reference

Summary of the purposes
of the charity as set out in
its governing document

Para
4 4a To meet the needs of people by the provision of

accessible boating opportunities on open water.

Summary of the main
activities in relation to
those purposes for the
public benefit, in
particular, the activities,
prolects or services
identified in the accounts.

Para
1.17 and
1.19

The main activities centre on the objective of providing
access to various types of boating experience to people
of allages who would not otherwise be able to acces$
mainstream boating activities because of some form of
disability. ABT has a very wide definition of disability
and accepts people with mental, physical and
behavioural issues; the only limitation being to always
ensure the safety of the participant.

The boating experience is built around three types of
boats.

Sailing dinghies

ABT has three types of craft, one more suited to training
and the other for single handed sailing. The third is a
NEO495 sailboat that provides for two people to sit side
by side and will further widen the range of disabilities we
can accommodate. For those in a wheelchair there is a
hoist for lifting the sailor from their chair into and out of
the boat.

Bell Boats

Bell boats are effectively a catamaran made from two
long open canoes seating up to 10 or so people and
steered by a qualified helm. They are very stable and are
therefore ideal for all participants including those with
reduced coordination. The boat is large enough to allow
carers to support the participants if required.

uk



Wheelyboat

The Wheelyboat is a purpose designed open motorboat
that is ideal for anybody who wants to get on the water
but is unable or unwilling to paddle or sail for whatever
reason. The design is such that a wheelchair can be
rolled from the shore directly into it. The steering
console is designed so that a person in a wheelchair can
(subject to training) take full control. lt is therefore ideal
for small groups who either just want to enjoy the river or
a disabled sailor who wants to cruise the river
independently.

Statement confirming
whether the trustees have
had regard to the
guidance issued by the
Charity Commission on
public benefit

Para
1.18 The Trustees of Accessible Boating Thames have

complied with their duty to have due regard to the
commission's public benefit guidance.

Additional information (optional)
You choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Contribution made by
volunteers

Para 1.38 The charity is highly dependent upon a small, dedicated
team of volunteers who undertake a range of activities
including:

. Helming the Wheelyboat

. Helming the Bell Boats

. Operating the Safety Boat

. Boat cleaning and maintenance
o Client support

The volunteers when appropriate and, in many cases,
have RYA Powerboat 2, RYA lnland Waterways, RYA
Sailing and/ or RYA First Aid qualifications.

Other Accessible Boating Thames was established in
December 2O18to take over and develop the
accessible boating activities that had previously been
run by the Rivertime Boat Trust (RBT). The charity is
operationally independent and uses a range of boats
that it either owns or loans. ln the latter case the
arrangements are subject to Memoranda of
Understanding with RBT.

Achievements and Pertormance



Achievements and Performance

Financial Review

SORP
referen ce

Summary of the main
achievements of the
charity, identifying the
difference the charity's
work has made to the
circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any
wider benefits to society
as a whole.

Para 1.20

ln2O22 the charity provided bellboat sessions for
SEND schools and regular opportunities for disabled
individuals and groups to access water sport
through sailing, motorboat and bellboat sessions.

h2A22 our host organisation, Bisham Abbey Sailing
& Navigation School, erected a stretch tent on the
riverside and Accessible Boating Thames provide a
set of accessible picnic tables enabling visits from
special groups who had the opportunity to have a
social gathering and the option of using our boats
for outings on the river Thames.

During the year ABT operated around 20 bellboat
sessions, with 20 to 30 participants on average and
up to 6 people on the Wheelyboat during the
sessions; 4 afternoon sessions for dementia action
groups with around 30 people each time, where they
are taken out on the river on the Wheelyboat in
groups of 6 people at a time; 2family picnic days
with approx. 30 people at each session and there
were also be between 20 and 30 individual and
family Wheelyboat trips out for 2 to 3 hours at a
time.

Review of the charity's
financial position at the end
of the period

Para 1.21
As at the year ending 3l"tltrlarch 2023, the charity had
income of f9,845 and expenditure of f5,931 giving a
surplus for the year of L3,914.

The reserves carried forward as at the 31't ft/arch
2023 totalled e39,340, therefore Accessible Boating
Thames has sufficient reserves to ensure its
continued operation.

Statement explaining the
policy for holding reseryes
stating why they are held

Para 1.22 The reserves policy requires that there are sufficient
unrestricted funds to run the charity for 6 months. The
reserves will be increased gradually to enable the
purchase of replacement boats where necessary.

Amount of reserves held
Para 1.22

As at 31ut [Vlarch 2A23, the reserves held totalled
t39,340.

Reasons for holding zero
reserves

Para 1.22 There are no zero reserves.



Details of fund materially in
deficit

Para 1.24 There are no funds in deficit.

Explanation of any
uncertainties about the
chari$ continuing as a going
concern

Para 1.23 There are no uncertainties about the eharity
continuing as a going concern.

Accessible Boating Thames has sufficient reserves to
ensure its continued operation.

Additional information (optional)
You choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity's principal
sources of funds (including
any fundraising)

D>ra 1 A7

The charity's principal sources of funding are Trusts
and Foundations, private individuals and clubs.

The key items of expenditure are:
. [Vaintenance of powerboats (Wheelyboat and

safety boat)
. hlaintenance of unpowered boats (sailing

dinghies and bell boats)
. Purchase of professional boating services

(trainers and helms)
. lnsurance

Further f unds are required, and the charity will
continue to seek support from generous donors and
grant making bodies to ensure the charity is able to
develop its service offering in the coming years.

lnvestment policy and
objectives including any
social investment policy
adopted

Para 1.46 The charity does not have any investments.



Structure, Governance and Management

Additional information (optional)
You m choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Description of charity's
trusts:
Type of governing document
iil..rL;i i.j*l:ij. r'ily*i i:i Ir,:iri.u;i i

Para 1.25 Constitution

How is the charity
constituted?
i +: 

" 
i; t: r" r i r:': r:: il-ri-if ili {::{l

;i5i$r"i,:-.rii*;i*:''. i: 1',,.-l ;

Para 1-25 Charitable lncorporated Organisation

Trustee selection methods
including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g
election to post or name of
any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more
trustees

Para 1.25 Appointed by the existing Trustees

Para 1.51

Accessible Boating Thames (ABT) was formed from
the participatory boating activities of Rivertime Boat
Trust (RBT)that runs a fully accessible trip boat on
the River Thames. ABT retains a close working
relationship with RBT.

The boating activities predominantly take place at
Bisham Abbey near Marlow using professional
services provided by Bisham Abbey Sailing and
Navigation School.

The charity's organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works

Other The Board comprises Trustees who have the
experience and relevant skills to carry out the
functions of managing the charity. The Trustees
meet quarterly and can make the relevant decisions.



Reference and Administrative details

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Additional information (optional)

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

of adviser Name Address

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Charity name Rivertim e Accessible Boating
Other name the charitv uses Accessible Boatinq Thames (ABT'
Reoistered charity number 1 181307
Charity's principal address Grovefield House

24 Furze Platt Road
Nlaidenhead
SL6 7NN

Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole year

Person
entitled to
appoint
trustee (if
anv)

Gavin Tisshaw Chairman

Gregory Wilkinson Resigned 5th December 2A23

Christopher Humphris

Stephen lllman Resigned 22'd Aprrl 2023

Stephen Betts

Hilary Spiers Appointed 18t" July 2A23

Technical
Advisor

Peter May Bisham Abbey Sailing and Navigation School

National Sports Centre,

lVanlow Road,

Bisham,
SL7 1RR



Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

Date

Gavin Tisshaw

Chairman

31st January 2A24



Rivertime Accessible Boating
Tradine as Accessible Boating Thames

lncome and Expenditure

lncome

Expenditure

Depreciation

Surplus for the Period

Balance Sheet
Fixed Assets

Current fusets

Creditors due withi n 1 year

Net Current Assets

Net Assets

Period Ended

3tl03l2o2?

9,845

4,136

1,795

3,91_3

1.4,37 6

24,965

39,340

39,340

35,427
3,9 L3

39,340

Period Ended

3L10312022

1,7,169

4,367

2,450

14,352

L5,887

22,290

2,740

35,427

35,427

25,075
14,352
35,427

0

CapitaiAccount
B/twd balance
Current Year Earnings

Total Capital and Reserves
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TAR 1 March 2012 

 

Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 
Day 
1 

Month 
04 

Year 
2021 

Day 
31 

Month 
03 

Year 
2022 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name Rivertime Accessible Boating 
 

Other names charity is known by Accessible Boating Thames (ABT) 
 

Registered charity number (if any) 1181307  
 

Charity's principal address 
 
Grovefield House 

24, Furze Platt Road, 

Maidenhead 

Postcode SL6 7NN 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee (if 
any) 

1 Gregory Wilkinson Chairman   

2 Gavin Tisshaw    

3 Christopher Humphris    

4 Stephen Illman Treasurer   

5 Stephen Betts    

  6 Christopher Barrett DL  1/4/21 – 9/10/21  

7     
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

Technical 
Advisor 

Peter May Bisham Abbey Sailing & Navigation School 
National Sports Centre, Marlow Road, 
Bisham, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RR 

   

   

   

 

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 
 
  



TAR 2 March 2012 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document 
(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

 
Constitution 

How the charity is constituted 
(eg. trust, association, company) 

 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

Trustee selection methods 
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

 
Appointment by the existing Trustees. 

Additional governance issues   

  Accessible Boating Thames (ABT) was formed from the participatory 
boating activities of the Rivertime Boat Trust (RBT) that runs a fully 
accessible trip boat on the River Thames. ABT retains a close working 
relationship with RBT. 
 
The boating activities predominantly take place at Bisham Abbey near 
Marlow using professional services provided by Bisham Abbey Sailing and 
Navigation School. 
 

 
  



TAR 3 March 2012 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

 

 
To meet the needs of people with disabilities by the provision of accessible boating opportunities on 
open water. 

 

 
The main activities centre on the objective of providing access to various types of boating 
experience to people of all ages who would not otherwise be able to access mainstream boating 
activities as a result of some form of disability. ABT has a very wide definition of disability and 
accepts people with mental, physical and behavioural issues; the only limitation being to ensure the 
safety of the participant at all time 
 
The boating experience is built around three types of boats 
 
Sailing dinghies 
 
ABT has three types of craft, one more suited to training and the other for single handed sailing. 
The third is a NEO495 sailboat that provides for two people to sit side by side and will further widen 
the range of disabilities we can accommodate. For those in a wheelchair there is a hoist for lifting 
the sailor from their chair into and out of the boat. 
 
Bell Boats 
 
Bell boats are effectively a catamaran made from two long open canoes seating up to 10 or so 
people and steered by an experienced helm. They are very stable and are therefore ideal for all 
participants including those with reduced coordination. The boat is large enough to allow carers to 
support the participants if required  
 
 
Wheelyboat 
 
The Wheelyboat is a purpose designed open motor-boat that is ideal for anybody who wants to get 
on the water but is unable or unwilling to paddle or sail for whatever reason. The design is such that 
a wheelchair can be rolled from the shore directly into it. The steering console is designed so that a 
person in a wheel-chair can (subject to training) take full control. It is therefore ideal for small 
groups who either just want to enjoy the river or a disabled sailor who wants to cruise the river 
independently. 

  



TAR 4 March 2012 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

   

The charity is highly dependent upon a small, dedicated team of volunteers who undertake a range 
of activities including: 

 Boat cleaning and maintenance 
 Operating the safety boat 
 Helming the Wheelyboat 
 Helming the Bell Boats 
 Client support 

 
The volunteers are DBS checked when appropriate and in many cases have RYA Powerboat 2 
qualifications, RYA sailing and/or First Aid qualifications. 

 

 
 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

 Accessible Boating Thames was established in December 2018 to take over and develop the 
accessible boating activities that had previously been run by the Rivertime Boat Trust (RBT). The 
charity is operationally independent and uses a range of boats that it either owns or loans. In the 
latter case the arrangements are subject to Memoranda of Understanding with RBT. 
 
In 2021, we had some restrictions due to Covid19 but the charity provided bellboat sessions for 
SEND schools through June to September and regular opportunities for disabled individuals and 
groups to access water sport through sailing, motor-boat and bellboat sessions.  
 
In 2022 regular opportunities will be provided from Easter to October on Sundays and other days by 
arrangement for Sailing. We will provide bellboat sessions for students from SEND School and 
other organisations. Our wheelyboat will be available for individuals and groups. In 2022 our host 
organisation, Bisham Abbey Sailing & Navigation School, will erect a stretch tent on the riverside 
and ABT will provide a set of accessible picnic tables to enable visits from special groups (e.g. 
dementia, Alzheimer or Stroke support groups) who will have the opportunity to have a social 
gathering and the option of using our boats for outings on the River Thames. 
 

 
 
 

Section E                    Financial review  
 

 
Reserve Policy 
The reserves policy requires that there are sufficient unrestricted funds to run the charity for 6 
months. The reserves will be increased gradually to enable the purchase of replacement boats 
when necessary. 

 There are no funds materially in deficit. 

  



TAR 5 March 2012 

 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

 The charity’s principle sources of funding are Trusts and Foundations, private individuals and clubs.  
 
The key items of expenditure are: 

 Purchase of professional boating services. (Trainers and Helms) 
 Maintenance of powerboats (Wheelyboat and safety boat) 
 Maintenance of unpowered boats (Sailing dinghies and Bell Boats) 
 Insurance 

 
The charity does not have any investments. 
 

 
 

Section F                     Other information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

 

 

Full name(s) Gregory  Wilkinson  

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Chairman  

 

Date 
1st April 2022 

 

 



Rivertime Accessible Boating Trading as
Accessible Boating Thames

Income and Expenditure for the Period
1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022

Period Ended Period Ended
31/03/2022 31/03/2021

Income 17,169             20,949             
Bank Transaction 16,434        
Cash Transactions 735             

Expenditure 6,588               19,429             
Bank Transaction 5,998          
Cash Transactions 590             

Surplus for the Period 10,581             1,520               

Fixed Assets 15,887             16,116             

Current Assets 22,280             11,699             

0
-                   

Net Current Assets 22,280             11,699             
Cash in Bank 22,135        
Petty Cash 145             

Net Assets 38,167             27,815             

Creditors: amounts falling due within 1 
year
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TAR 1 March 2021 

 

Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 
Day 
1 

Month 
04 

Year 
2020 

Day 
31 

Month 
03 

Year 
2021 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name Rivertime Accessible Boating 
 

Other names charity is known by Accessible Boating Thames (ABT) 
 

Registered charity number (if any) 1181307  
 

Charity's principal address 
 
Richmond House 

Newlands Drive 

Maidenhead 

Postcode SL6 4LL 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee 
(if any) 

1 Gregory Wilkinson Chairman   

2 Christopher Barrett    

3 Christopher Humphris    

4 Stephen Illman Treasurer   

5 Paul Aston Treasurer Resigned 1st April 2020  

  6 Gavin Tisshaw  From 24th January 2021  

7 Stephen Betts  From 1st March 2021  
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  

 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

Technical 
Advisor 

Peter May Bisham Abbey Sailing & Navigation School 
National Sports Centre, Marlow Road, 
Bisham, Marlow, Bucks SL7 1RR 

   

   

   

 

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 



TAR 2 March 2021 

 
 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document 
(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

 
Constitution 

How the charity is constituted 
(eg. trust, association, company) 

 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

Trustee selection methods 
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

 
Appointment by the existing Trustees. 

Additional governance issues   

  Accessible Boating Thames (ABT) was formed from the participatory 
boating activities of the Rivertime Boat Trust (RBT) that runs a fully 
accessible trip boat on the River Thames. ABT retains a close working 
relationship with RBT. 
 
The boating activities predominantly take place at Bisham Abbey near 
Marlow using professional services provided by Bisham Abbey Sailing and 
Navigation School. 
 

 
 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

 

 
To meet the needs of disabled people by the provision of accessible boating opportunities on open 
water. 



TAR 3 March 2021 

 

 
The main activities centre on the objective of providing access to various types of boating experience 
to people of all ages who would not otherwise be able to access mainstream boating activities as a 
result of some form of disability. ABT has a very wide definition of disability and accepts people with 
mental, physical and behavioural issues; the only limitation being to ensure the safety of the participant 
at all time 
 
The boating experience is built around three types of boats 
 
Sailing dinghies 
 
ABT has three types of craft, one more suited to training and the other for single handed sailing. The 
third is a new addition, a NEO495 sailboat that provides for two people to sit side by side and will 
further widen the range of disabilities we can accommodate. For those in a wheelchair there is a hoist 
for lifting the sailor from their chair into and out of the boat. 
 
Bell Boats 
 
Bell boats are effectively a catamaran made from two long open canoes seating up to 10 or so people 
and steered by an experienced helm. They are very stable and are therefore ideal for all participants 
including those with reduced coordination. The boat is large enough to allow carers to support the 
participants if required  
 
 
Wheelyboat 
 
The Wheelyboat is a purpose designed open motor-boat that is ideal for anybody who wants to get on 
the water but is unable or unwilling to paddle or sail for whatever reason. The design is such that a 
wheelchair can be rolled from the shore directly into it. The steering console is designed so that a 
person in a wheel-chair can (subject to training) take full control. It is therefore ideal for small groups 
who either just want to enjoy the river or a disabled sailor who wants to cruise the river independently. 

 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

   

The charity is highly dependent upon a small dedicated team of volunteers who undertake a range 
of activities including: 

 Boat cleaning and maintenance 
 Operating the safety boat 
 Helming the Wheelyboat 
 Client support 

 
The volunteers are DBS checked when appropriate and in many cases have RYA Powerboat 2 
qualifications, RYA sailing and/or First Aid qualifications. 

 

 
  



TAR 4 March 2021 

 
 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

 Accessible Boating Thames was established in December 2018 to take over and develop the 
accessible boating activities that had previously been run by the Rivertime Boat Trust (RBT). The 
charity is operationally independent and uses a range of boats that it either owns or borrows. In the 
latter case the arrangements are subject to Memoranda of Understanding. 
 
Due to Covid19 there were limited operations in 2020 with some wheelyboat outings provided for 
various family groups, mainly involving children with Visual Impairments. 
 
In 2021, subject to Covid19 limitations it is hoped that the charity will provide bellboat sessions for 
SEND schools through June to September and regular opportunities for disabled individuals and 
groups to access water sport through sailing, motor-boat and bellboat sessions. Regular 
opportunitir4s will be provided from Easter to October on Sundays and other days by arrangement. 

 
  



TAR 5 March 2021 

 
 

Section E                    Financial review  
 

 
Reserve Policy 
The reserves policy requires that there are sufficient unrestricted funds to run the charity for 6 
months.  

 There are no funds materially in deficit. 

 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

 The charity’s principle sources of funding are Trusts and Foundations, private individuals and clubs.  
 
The key items of expenditure are: 

 Purchase of professional boating services. (Trainers and Helms) 
 Maintenance of powerboats (Wheelyboat and safety boat) 
 Maintenance of unpowered boats (Sailing dinghies and Bell Boats) 
 Insurance 

 
The charity does not have any investments. 
 

 
 

Section F                     Other information 
 

The charity’s financial report reflects a significant donation by the Edward Gostling Foundation for the 
purchase of the NEO495 sailing dingy. 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

 

 

Full name(s) Gregory  Wilkinson  

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

Chairman  

 

Date 
1st April 2021 

 

 



Rivertime Accessible Boating Trading as
Accessible Boating Thames

Income and Expenditure for the Period
1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021

Period Ended Period Ended
31/03/2021 31/03/2020

Income 21,149        13,496        

Expenditure 4,270          5,300          

Surplus for the Period 16,879        8,196          

Fixed Assets 16,116        1,000          

Current Assets 11,699        10,179        

Creditors: amounts falling due within 1 year2,740          2,983          

Net Current Assets 25,075        8,196          

Capital & Reserves B/fwd 8,196          -              
Current 16,879        8,196          

25,075        8,196          
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