ROCHDALE SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGINEERS ANNUAL REPORT

The purpose of our Society is to inform and educate the public in the practice of
miniature Engineering. We also aim to stimulate the interest of younger generation(s)
in general technology and, more specifically, railway technology by giving them rides
on the miniature railway and encouraging them to examine the workings of the
engines

Our Society operates and maintains a multi gauge miniature railway in Springfield
Park, Rochdale. This park is owned by Rochdale MBC from whom we lease the
railway site. The society plays an enjoyable role within the local community that uses
the park providing rides and entertainment for both adults and children. Local
councillors provide support when appropriate with Rochdale MBC officials, and
occasionally with funding from neighbourhood grants to help improve our facilities.

The Society currently has 3 junior members who are learning to maintain and run the
miniature railway, and 3 more who have moved into senior membership in the last
year or so having reached the age of 16. Although junior members cannot carry
passengers they are learning to drive trains whilst the track is closed to the public.

Our regular programme of monthly meetings and talks at Castleton Community
Centre has continued during the year with a variety of subjects discussed. The talks
are open to the public, and subsequently new members have joined the Society. We
also arrange occasional visits for members to appropriate local museums. For
example, this year we visited the Lancashire Mining Museum. This was particularly
educational for our younger members who obviously had little knowledge of this
once great industry.

The miniature railway public running sessions in Springfield Park gave almost 6000
rides up to the end of September, a near record year. All the Society activities aim to
be as inclusive as possible within the limits of safety for the public and Society
members. Rides on the miniature railway are available to all the diverse public who
use the park. We run the Halloween and Santa Claus trains, when for a very modest
(or even no) donation the public can bring their children for a ride and meet Santa
Claus. This compares with more elaborate but far more expensive events run by other
railway-based organisations. No child need miss out on meeting Santa and having a
train ride, purely on cost grounds.

This year 3 of our junior members suggested that we run a special event to celebrate
Armed Forces day. We readily gave the go-ahead, and they did essentially all the
organising, involving all the local Army, Air Force and Sea Cadet Corps, and
coordinating a last post ceremony. Rochdale’s Mayor attended, and she was
introduced to the 3 junior members who had organised the event.

The clubhouse at Springfield Park has a small meeting room, workshop, modest



technical library, steam boiler test rig. Specialist tools are available for members to
borrow. All these facilities and experience are freely available to both Junior and
Senior members who are interested in model engineering.

The Society supports the local community by inviting donations for the Mayor's
annual charity when running our miniature trains at a special event. We supported the
Ellenroad Steam museum by mounting an exhibition of models at their monthly Open
day. This supports our aims by bringing the attention of the wider public to the
practice of miniature engineering.

A rolling programme of maintenance projects was completed during the closed
season where members could pass on their skills to other members.
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