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Introduction   

This Annual Report might be headlined as a ‘Year of Transition for Bridgnorth 
Baptist Church’.  Numbers attending our Sunday morning services at the start of 
the year may have been relatively low compared with the years before Covid, 
with around 40-50 people gathering regularly and 20-25 joining us online, but 
small groups have thrived and grown throughout the year and many new faces 
have joined our church family. We have continued to celebrate baptisms and a 
dedication as friends have found new life in Jesus and have wanted to bear 
witness with others to His love and grace. We have been sad to say goodbye to 
three of our longstanding and faithful members, Christine Bartlett, Mary Bache 
and Alan Warwick who died during the year but were glad to be able to celebrate 
and give thanks for their lives at the church together with friends and family.  

With the arrival of Steve Thomson as our new 
Minister and full-time leader our numbers have 
grown further, and it has been good to see old 
friends rejoining our congregation.

Here is a brief introduction from Steve:

“Hello. My name is Steve Thomson, and I am the 

new minister of Bridgnorth Baptist Church. 

My wife Rachel and I moved here from the Cotswolds in October. I am looking 
forward to walking alongside our church in both joyful and challenging times, 
offering guidance, encouragement, and a listening ear. We have already enjoyed 
a very warm welcome, getting to know people and making friends both inside 
and outside of church. We are looking forward to what God is going to do in and 
through our church.”

Leadership - Kimberley Ray
During 2024, Mark Gibbons, Linda Mason and I served the church by 
coordinating leadership teams, rotas, home groups, gardens and building 
repairs. We also worked alongside an extended team of people to seek a new 
minister to lead the church. We continued our links with other churches in the 
town; meeting together to share Easter, Pentecost and Remembrance Day.

There have been five main support teams - Teaching, Shepherding, Evangelistic, 
Prophetic and Apostolic. The Apostolic team worked mainly on drawing together 
a Church Profile to be used in advertising for the appointment of a new Minister 
and was later replaced by a Search Team who took this process forward on 
behalf of the church members. We welcomed our new minister and his wife, 
Steve and Rachel, in October and we are now working with Steve to build a new 
leadership team and way of working. 
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Evangelistic – Donovan Gibbons

The Evangelism Team did not meet as a group through 2024, but this did not 
mean any reduction in our collective commitment to outreach in our community 
and further afield, as evidenced through continued outreach activities including 
Men’s Supper Club, Women at the Well, Tuesday morning Open House and 
Garden Project, Open the Book assemblies in four local primary schools, and the 
monthly Prayer Bus and outreach into the community. Furthermore, there has 
been a consistent and ongoing commitment by individuals, to take the gospel out 
on the streets, engaging in conversation with local people, visitors to the town 
and, where appropriate, offering prayer and giving out leaflets and New 
Testaments. It has been a joy and privilege to see several people encountering 
Jesus for the first time or renewing a past commitment to Him, asking for 
baptism, and going on with church involvement either with BBC or other local 
fellowships.

Prophetic – Andy James and Mandy Fortune

Shachah, an informal time of worship and prayer on Sunday afternoons, 
continued to run monthly and, although small in number, it was consistently a 
special, rewarding time and a gateway leading to a deeper experience with 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

A small group continue to meet on Sunday mornings from 9am to pray for those 
taking part in our morning service and for other churches in the area.

The church co-hosted a well-attended ‘Praise in the Park’ event in May which 
took place in the Castle Grounds and took part in the global ecumenical prayer 
initiative "Thy Kingdom Come".  A display put up in the foyer, included a street 
map of Bridgnorth for people to commit to praying for a certain street or area.  
Prayer journals were made available, and people were encouraged to pray for 
five friends to come to know Jesus and to fast as well as pray.

Shepherding – Steve Armstrong and David Chantrey

The Shepherding Team has worked in three subgroups:

Emotional wellbeing subgroup
Aiming to make people feel welcome and cared for. A welcome desk was set up 
in the foyer, with a welcome bag and contact cards for new visitors. 30 welcome 
bags were given out in the last year.  We tried to ensure that everyone knew who 
to contact for befriending or caring.

Practical support subgroup
Aiming to coordinate and offer practical support to church members and, where 
possible, those affiliated with the church.

Spiritual Subgroup
Working with others to promote the spiritual health and wellbeing of Church 
members and enquirers.

Teaching – John Smith

The year started with a Sunday preaching theme which explored some of the 
different names which the Bible applies to Jesus Christ. There was a range of 
preachers including Sue Fensome, who compiled the topics, John and Ruth 
Smith, John Farren, David Chantry and Ian Seymour. Each brought their own 
distinct style and insights. 

The teaching element of summer Sundays comprised a video series sourced by 
Mark Gibbons. This was very effective. By September we were eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of Steve Thomson, who would assume responsibility for the aspects of 
teaching covered by the teaching team during the pastoral vacancy. Speakers 
were given a free rein on topics for this short period, including a baptismal 
service and the annual CAP service.

Steve hit the ground running from October onwards, soon moving into Advent 
themes. 

During this period activity bags were made available for children and, until a 
structured Sunday morning learning programme for them is re-introduced, 
continues.

Church LifeChurch Life
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Safeguarding – Mark Gibbons
I am the church’s Designated Person for Safeguarding (DPS), Kimberley Ray, 
the Deputy DPS and Corinne James, administration work, in a supporting role. 
We keep records of safeguarding concerns if they arise as well as records of any 
actions taken.

My role (with help) includes: 

• Overseeing our safeguarding policy 
• Ensure it is reviewed annually and approved by members
• Promoting good safeguarding practice across the church
• Responding to any safeguarding concerns/reports raised
• Liaising with other organisations to do with safeguarding

Kimberley’s role (with help) includes:

• Maintaining records of those who have completed safeguarding 
training

• Ensuring all staff and volunteers have a completed DBS at the 
appropriate level

• Ensuring documentation is appropriate and up to date.

Health and Safety – Andy James
Following a thorough Health & Safety Audit of both the Main Church and Number 
Seven in April 2024, a small number of items were identified, the majority of 
which have since been addressed. These included, for example, additional 
signage both internally and externally; locks added to cupboards storing cleaning 
chemicals and equipment. Thank you to those who helped carry out these tasks. 
A few residual items remain with the leadership team, for ongoing review.

A further risk assessment was carried out for ‘Praise in the Park’ which took 
place in the Castle Grounds.

The next H & S Audit is due to take place in April 2025. We would welcome any 
questions or concerns, no matter how large or small. After all, we are a family 

who love, care, and have a duty to look after each other!

Finance and Buildings Linda Mason
2024 was a busy and exciting year with the appointment from 1st October 

of Steve Thomson, our new Minister and purchasing a new Manse 

for Steve and Rachel to live in.  

A huge thank you to all who helped decorate and prepare the 

Manse, especially Mark and Rosemary Anderson and 

Derek Bartlett. We were able to have a smaller mortgage than anticipated, due to 
amazing Specific Gifts of £35,363 being donated towards the purchase.

Some members increased their giving from October in preparation for employing 
Steve and ongoing running costs of the Manse.  Sound and audio video 
systems, due to age, need replacing and repair and maintenance costs for our 
beautiful old church building continue to increase. Please pray about increasing 
your monthly giving - we should just about break even at the end of 2025.  

Specific Gifts for King’s Kids Winter Grain appeal raised £6,787.93.  

We also continued supporting, Bridgnorth Youth & Schools Project, Bridgnorth 
Christians Against Poverty Debt Centre and King’s Kids Girls’ school workers in 
Nigeria.

Children and Young People, Families, 
Young Adults – Mark Gibbons                                         
Children and Young People 

I continued to coordinate children’s provision with support from Ian Seymour and 
children’s parents. 

Rainbows – (primary-school-aged children)

On Sunday morning, during the service, 45 minutes sessions were resourced 
from ‘The Sunday School Store’ until November 2024. However, with variable 
numbers of children and disproportionate preparation required, we 
decided instead to put together activity bags for use during the church 
service.  Each child who attends, has an age-appropriate bag, with 
activities, games, a Bible and some pens/pencils. We aim to restart a 
children’s group in early 2025.

Church LifeChurch Life



8 9

Stir – (secondary-school-aged young people)

On Sunday evenings, Stir, partnered with Bridgnorth Youth and Schools Project, 
met throughout 2024 with help from Ian Seymour and Andy James. 

Families

Without any specific provision for toddlers (and pre-schoolers) on Sunday 
mornings, we ensured there was still a warm welcome for families with younger 
children by putting out a selection of toys in the main church. The back room 
(with a speaker relay allowing participation in the service) was also made 
available for parents with younger children needing a bit more space to play. 

Young Adults

Socialising for young adults (and older adults), meeting together and often 
sharing like-mindedness, becomes more ‘interesting’ when comparing faith and 
belief perspectives. Bridgnorth Baptist Church’s links and provisions for young 
adults remains an area of need and we are grateful to have received some ideas 
from Cameron Ray about how to address this issue.

Worship Groups – Simon Scowcroft
We have a team of five regular worship leaders who are supported by several 
other gifted musicians and singers in leading worship on a rota basis for our 
regular Sunday morning services. We recognise that we are blessed in having 
people with differing musical styles which means that everyone is helped and 
encouraged in their praise of our God.

As a team we also support Shachah, which is a more informal and reflective time 
of worship, prayer and prophecy held monthly on Sunday afternoons.  

Our team meets occasionally for a time of fellowship where we can take a closer 
look at the songs we sing and talk about what worship means to us. 

We pray that we can all grow closer to God through our praise and that he would 
continue to speak to us, and we thank God for the blessing of music.

Small Groups 
Billingsley Homegroup - ‘The Servants of the King’ - Simon 
and Fritha Scowcroft

Our vision for the group is a band of believers who come together for:

� encouragement 
� sharing, fellowship, support – praying for one another 
� studying the Bible and applying the Word
� looking at current issues and subjects of interest

In every meeting we share communion and spend time praising God. Any 
member can bring a scripture. Subjects have included: assisted dying, sexuality, 
Church – what it is and how we do it and discipline in a church context. 

We spend time socialising over refreshments and have a Summer BBQ and 
Christmas Social.
A ‘WhatsApp’ group is used to share news and prayer requests and 
encouragement between gatherings.

Eardington House Group – Geoff and Jude Bristow

Our group met every three to four weeks during 2024 to discuss various topics 
and to pray for one another. For part of the year, we followed a video on 'Aspects 
of Prayer' by Pete Greig which encouraged us to pause, rejoice, ask, and yield 
ourselves to the purposes of God. Looking ahead to 2025 we hope to welcome 
new members to our group.

Kings Loade – Kathy Palmer

Due to personal reasons I had to relinquish the Kings Loade Homegroup in 
2024.
We met fortnightly at my home and the focus of our evening would be watching 
an episode of ‘The Chosen’.  We would then discuss the episode and Bible 
verses that were relevant to it and then have refreshments. We prayed for each 
other and any issues that people requested.

Church LifeChurch Life



Tuesday Study Group – Sheila Blackburn

James, Faith in Action.

…calling us to be committed to not only hearing the Word, 
but doers of the Word also. Focus: the gap between ‘belief’ 
and ‘behaviour’.

Easter Reflection: 

Focus: Who was Joseph of Arimithea?’

Counting our Days to make our Days Count’ - a thought-provoking     
  journey through Psalm 90 exploring…

Summer Social: 

An enjoyable evening in Number Seven’s beautiful 
garden.

‘Be Still’ alongside ‘Hearing God’. 
Exploring ways that can equip us to grow and develop 
a daily quiet time with God.
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Low Town Home Group – Steve and Barbara Armstrong

During 2024 a few meetings were missed for various reasons but our "Low town 
WhatsApp group" was especially well used during those times. Even though we 
did not meet as often as we would have liked, there was still plenty of contact!

Each meeting starts with a time of praise, worship and prayer followed by variety 
of things including:

� Bible studies
� Communion
� People sharing
� Visit from Ian Seymour
� Socials
� Sharing a worship song that has blessed us.

We find that we really value the opportunity to meet up and spend time together - 
fellowship is such an important thing.

Post Alpha Zoom Group - Graeme Clark

This small group (5 members, 4 living out of area) continued throughout 2024, 
with consistent attendance and lively discussion. Our purpose has been to 
support people not attached to any church, who completed Alpha during the 
Covid period. 

It has been a joy to watch people grow and develop in their understanding of the 
gospel and increased reliance on relationship and prayer – their focus, Jesus.

Our local participant is now actively involved with church. One couple have found 
a church and are attending. Due to a range of health challenges, the second 
couple have not been able to attend regularly. Arlene and I continue to support 
them as a family.

Church Life Church Life
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Christmas Reflections & Celebration Evenings:

Focus: Four Candles, an Advent poem and hilarious quiz/activity. 

2024 ended with a very special Christmas bring and share meal.

Flowers - Rosemary Anderson
Thank you again to the flower arranging team, Vi, Margaret, Rosemary, now 
sadly missing the talents of Christine Bartlett. 

Flowers are God’s creation, add colour to our church building and hopefully to 
your worship and enjoyment of Sunday mornings.

Wednesday Morning Prayer Meeting – 
Mark Anderson
We are a small group of guys who meet first thing on a Wednesday morning to 
share and support one another - all underwritten with prayer for each other and 
folk in our local Shropshire community.

2024 Photo Gallery
Walk of Witness Service                 Summer Activities

Harvest Festival

Operation Christmas Child             Carols by Candlelight

Church Life    Church Life
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Bridgnorth Food Bank – Keith 
Bowley
The Food Bank continues to serve the needs of many clients. 
Thankfully for most, a temporary help to get them through a 
difficult period.

During 2024 we gave out 2223 parcels – almost the same as in 2023. However, 
in the last few months of 2024 and early 2025, we have been consistently giving 
out over 50 parcels each week. A reflection of the increasing financial pressure 
on so many families, I’m sure.

We continue to be extremely grateful to the Baptist Church for their generous 
provision of both Number Seven and the church, giving us the space needed to 
provide a warm welcome and efficient service. Each Monday morning, additional 
provision is available: hot drinks, homemade cakes, and all sorts of support, 
including Citizens’ Advice, CAP Debt support, Housing Support, Energy advice, 
and our chaplain, all on hand to talk with people.

Our work is only made possible by the generous support we receive from 
the community in the form of gifts of food and money, and by the team of 

about 30 volunteers from various churches and the wider community.

Bridgnorth Schools and Youth Project – 
John Prockter
This year has been one of growth, breakthrough, and 
deepening impact. A real highlight was taking 14 
young people to the Satellites Festival, where they 
encountered God in a powerful way—two made a 
personal commitment to faith, and many others were 
prayed for. We also ran our third Anchored event in 
October half-term, with 25 children coming along, 
supported by five fantastic young leaders.

One of the biggest wins this year was being able to 
work in both St John's Primary School and Bridgnorth 
Endowed School after years of practical barriers.

Our mentoring programme ran for two terms, supporting seven young people. In 
addition, 53 KS3 students attended Lego Club, with 27 coming four or more 
times. We also delivered 14 assemblies across Oldbury Wells and Bridgnorth 
Endowed, reaching hundreds of students. Hikaru workshops engaged 155 
secondary students and 260 primary students.

A massive highlight was having Samuel and 
Josh from Stir join me for work experience. 
They threw themselves into every task, 
creating and delivering a brilliant resource to 80 
primary school kids and helping lead sessions 
for 225 Year 7 students. Seeing young leaders 
step up like this is exactly what Stir is all about!

Our Community

Our
Community
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Christians Against Poverty – Mark Triggs 
In 2023 we had 70 client cases (28 debt free).  By the end of 2024, these figures 
had risen to 102 client cases (51 debt free) - a staggering achievement that tells 
of lives now freed from the debilitating impact of poverty and debt. All have been 
through an amazing journey of human transformation along the way.

Telford centre debt coach, Lizzie Brown, supported us throughout the year and is 
now going to be working alongside me in the Bridgnorth centre. At the beginning 
of the year, Charles Rushworth volunteered to train as a debt coach. 

Alan and Ali Muscat continue to offer money coaching courses, a ministry we 
plan to expand in 2025. 

We celebrated CAP Sunday with a service which included participation from a 
range of CAP workers, past and present clients, befrienders and referrers, 
followed by a barbecue.  I am indebted to all, 
especially our fabulous befrienders, for the job 
they do.  

Having suffered health issues towards the end 
of 2024, I am grateful to Charles with Mark 
Anderson and Susie Triggs for their support 
who ensured Christmas hampers and, where 
appropriate, Santa sacks were delivered to 
clients and their families.

Ladies Craft Bee on Wednesday - 
Rosemary Anderson
Craft activities are a wonderful way of relaxing, taking a breath and just having a 
moment to think about nothing except what you are making.  The Ladies Craft 
Bee is just such a time. We all bring our own project, knitting, colouring, crochet, 
slow stitching, cross stitch, embroidery and catch up with a cup of tea. We meet 
from 1.30pm (on Wednesdays) for a couple of hours at Number Seven. Once a 
month we (try to) go to Innage Grange to do an activity with some of the 
residents.

Men’s Supper Group – Geoff Bristow
This group is an opportunity for men to network and support one another. We 
meet in a friendly atmosphere without the label of 'church ' in the hope that our 
friends are not intimidated by coming along - with added 'food' appeal!

Underpinned by prayer, speakers give examples of God's hand in their lives. It 
has proved successful in that we are seeing non-Christians not only coming back 
each month but being saved because of hearing testimonies. We have 25 -30 
men attending and much thanks goes out to Mark Fensome, a stalwart of this 
work for many years.

Not Quite Open Mic Night – Graeme 
Clark
Set out café style and with relaxed lighting, Not Quite Open Mike Night was a bi-
monthly event where musicians gathered to play, perform and use their talents 
for entertainment and fun. Named NQOMN as performers were specifically 
asked to choose material which respected a church venue and a large Christian 
audience. Tea and coffee were provided but people were encouraged to bring 
their own nibbles and drinks.

The team was led by me with help from Arlene Clark, Sheridan Eccles and 
Emma Jordan. Cameron and Kimberley Ray supported the musicians and 
managed the sound (quite brilliantly).

The performers were a very mixed group from individuals with guitars to a 
ukelele band. Many came from outside the church, having links to the local folk 
club - a good and effective opportunity to show the church in different light. 

A big thank you to the team and all performers who contributed to this fun event.

Open House and the  Garden Project – 
Donovan Gibbons
This has continued to provide a safe and friendly place for people to meet on 
Tuesday mornings. Around twenty joining us each week are welcomed with hot 
drinks, biscuits, cakes, conversation, and encouragement. We gather mid-
morning to share a ‘Thought for the Day’ and to take time to pray. In fact, it would 
be unusual for anyone to leave without having an opportunity for prayer. It has 
been a privilege and blessing to see several members of our group join 
the wider church congregation regularly on Sunday mornings and to 
witness two of them being baptised.

Our Community Our Community
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Ian has been developing his aquaponic systems, mirroring the work he does 
during his annual visits to Nigeria. A new polytunnel big enough to cover two fish 
tanks, complete with filter beds, provides a growing space for nursery plants, 
releasing space in the main polytunnel to grow more fruit and vegetables. The 
flower garden has been as colourful as ever with displays that all visitors to 
Number Seven can enjoy.

Together at Christmas - Donovan 
Gibbons
We were glad to be involved with ‘Together at Christmas’ once again, offering a 
free Christmas dinner for anyone who might otherwise spend Christmas Day 
alone or find it a difficult time for various reasons. 

This year we moved to a new 
venue at Bridgnorth Rugby Club 
which proved to be excellent. 
Meals were served to over 80 
seated guests, hosted and served 
by volunteers. In addition, 24 meals 
were delivered to people in the 
community who were genuinely 
housebound. We were 
overwhelmed by the love and 
hospitality shown by all the 
volunteers who prepared table 
decorations  ‘goody bags’ and gave 
lifts to and from the venue.  The 
kitchen team were brilliant and 
prepared an excellent Christmas 
Dinner. A local pop choir came to 
entertain us, and we had fun with 
‘pass the parcel’.  All in all, a 
fantastic community event that 
shares a message of Christian love 
at Christmas time.

Our Community

Action International -Rev. Dr. John 
Farren
Seemingly endless zoom calls and phone calls are the 
stuff of life in Action as we keep in touch with each other 
around the world. 

Three times a year we have a 24-hour prayer vigil on 
zoom, and this has been hugely encouraging to see a 
large proportion of our nearly 400 missionaries taking part, 
mostly in English, but it has been a joy to hear a good number praying in their 
own language too.

I have completed the final year in my privileged role as International Chairman 
and am truly grateful to God for the ense of fulfilment this has brought. We now 
have our UK home base in the Worcester area where the board meets quarterly. 
We are praying for new board members who share a passion for mission, 
particularly as Rachel and I are standing down at the end of this year.

Our director Paul Hughes has been able to visit Nepal and Ukraine to encourage 
the pastors in their various challenging situations.

Our mission motto is ‘KNOW GOD, TAKE ACTION’ and surely this must be true 
for all of us to live by. 
.

Mission
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Kings Kids Farm Report– Ian Seymour
I visited the King's Kids Ministry in Jos for four weeks In November to support 
and encourage the farm staff teams at the girls Transition House in Bassa and at 
the Gidan Bege infants’ reception centre, the Gyero care centre, and the teenage 
boys’ centre at Lamingo.  The focus was to evaluate the productivity of the 
various farm enterprises in Bassa, to better understand the challenges and 
identify ways to increase the outputs and profitability.

The 2024 maize harvest was slightly down on the previous harvest due an 
unusually intense rain event that flooded an area of the farm, washing away 
fertile topsoil. However, we give thanks that this event didn't happen a week later 
when the maize seed would have just been planted only to be washed away! 
Although valuable topsoil was lost, the flood deposited several tonnes of sandy 
silt which proved to be a valuable building material.  A flood barrier has since 
been erected.

A new polytunnel and two new aquaponic systems have been set up. The 
biggest challenge now is the cost of the fish food which has increased by nearly 
400% since we started rearing fish.  We are exploring ways of reducing these 
feed costs.

Farm staff at Bassa

Mission

Aquaponics at Bassa

New polytunnel constructed on Ian’s last trip

           Mission
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Kings Kids – Nigeria 
Nicky Brand (SIM Missionary)
This year has been a transitional one for me as I prepare to leave the field.

Here in Nigeria, I have been involved with school graduations celebrating all 
three of our schools, as well as graduating our latest group of local girls from our 
sewing programme. It’s so amazing that we now have all these schools to the 
glory of God. I’ve been working to help our boys Trade School be more 
organised, writing curriculum and helping with general organisation. I’ve been 
mentoring our Educational Supervisor to increase his confidence and hand over 
all responsibility for the children’s education.

A highlight of the summer was being present as 15 of our girls professed their 
faith publicly in the local river through baptism, to see them taking this step of 
commitment was great, a testimony to the impact of our ministry lives 
transformed by God. Now one week till I leave Nigeria what a privilege to have 
served God here for the last 20 years.

Mission          Mission
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Visit our website for the latest news and information 
about what we are up to

www.bridgnorthbaptist.co.uk

Come and Visit US

West Castle Street, 

Bridgnorth, 

WV16 4AB

01746 768129

admin@bridgnorthbaptist.co.uk

Sunday service starts at 10am



 
 



 
 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

 
 





 
  



  



 
  



 

 
 



 
  



 
 
  



 
 

 



 
 
  



 

 
 



 



 


