
Annual Report 
September 2022 – August 2023 

The Trustees are pleased to report that South East Derbyshire Music Centre has experienced a good year, 
although recruitment of new members remains an ongoing challenge. We continue to offer a variety of 
ensembles running under the same roof, inspired by our dedicated team of staff. 

A busy year for the Music Centre started with “open days’. For the guitars a “come and jam” and then a 
general open day targeted at getting more junior players to join. This was reasonably successful and junior 
string numbers were bolstered. Christmas saw a premier performance of Chris Knapp’s composition “the 
moon” for joint senior band and orchestra which was a great success in December.  

In the winter term we also combined Big Band and Brass Band to create our “Street Band”. This new and 
different style of ensemble is a popular choice for teenage players and has been nurtured by our dedicated 
member of staff. In January we also recruited a new member of staff to direct Junior Winds and support 
with the full Junior orchestra, ensuring that the junior end of SEDMC is now very secure in their capable 
hands.   

The Senior Wind players had a very successful 
Spring term, receiving a gold award at 
Northampton in the NCBF regional festival and 
then going on to receive another gold in the 
Final at RNCM in April 2023. This was a day to 
be remembered with the opportunity to work 
with RNCM tutors and hear the RAF band play 
some astoundingly difficult wind band 
repertoire.  

As part of our drive to be seen and heard in the 
community the Director of Music did a radio 
interview for Erewash Sound - resulting in an 
audio clip and written article promoting the 
centre and our upcoming spring concerts.  

The end of the summer term saw a team of y13 and y11 (post 
exams) go out into primary schools to give mini concert / 
workshops to promote SEDMC and inspire young children to 
either take up a musical instrument or come with their 
instrument to Centre on Saturdays. They were well received at 
each school and a credit to the musical excellence we are 
proud of at SEDMC.  

The end of a busy year was marked with the summer concerts, 
which were quite poignant this time as we said goodbye to our 
strings tutor who has been with us for over 20yrs. As with every 
summer concert we then said farewell to our many loyal y13 
players with the traditional red rose. 

Despite the challenges around member recruitment, our financial situation remains secure. Please see 
attached accounts. 
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