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REVIEW OF 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
´we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice 
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.´ Deuteronomy 26.7.   
 
There are events in our lives which more than being just milestones, they 

become identity makers. Those events leave marks that can shape who 

we are and thus become part of our identity as people and individuals. 

The people of Israel had their identity shaped by their experience in the 

wilderness which they saw as part of their history of salvation. Every year, 

during the Passover Seder (meal) Jews all over the world recite the 

biblical verse from Deuteronomy 26, ´A wandering Aramean was my 

father.´ This is a reminder of the painful beginnings of Israel as a people. 

The wandering Aramean was Jacob, who during a great famine, went 

down to Egypt in the hope of a better life but then future generations 

found themselves enslaved by the host nation. God, through Moses, 

brought them out of slavery and they wondered in the desert until 

reaching the Promised Land. As they left the place of slavery journeying 

towards the land of milk and honey, they were taught that once they 

were settled in the land, they would offer the first fruits of their harvest 

to the temple acknowledging God´s mercy and goodness. They would 

then recite what is seen as Israel´s first credal statement: 

‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor;  
he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,  
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.  
When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us,  
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by imposing hard labour on us,  
we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors;  
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction,  
our toil, and our oppression.  
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand  
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power,  
and with signs and wonders;  
and he brought us into this place and gave us this land,  
a land flowing with milk and honey. (Deuteronomy 26.5-9) 
 
I believe that in the past two years we lived through a time which has 

changed us in ways that we are still coming to understand. It has also left 

its marks and made us a different people. I also believe that we have 

become more conscious of the fragility of our lives and the need to 

appreciate the gifts which God has given us. We have been wandering in 

the wilderness of Covid-19 and we are about to enter into the Promised 

Land. 2021 was the continuation of the pains and uncertainties brought 

by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

We began the year with a closed church and during that time, we 

continued to hold our Sunday services and Bible Study sessions virtually 

on Zoom. So, despite the impossibility of the physical gathering, we still 

able to fellowship with one another and commune virtually. Were 

reopened the church at the beginning of Holy Week, the 28th of march, 

on Palm Sunday. Thus we were able to have the Holy Week services and 

the great celebration of Easter in church. Although much better than the 

previous year, it was still a different Holy Week, as those of us who were 

able to come to church were observing strict sanitary rules and still 

scared of catching the virus.  
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From Easter, we were able to keep the Church open during the rest of 

2021. The services on Zoom were kept going as well, held immediately 

after the service in church, which meant that those who were not able to 

come to church were able still worshipping with us virtually. So, we 

continued to have the two services on Sunday morning, and the Bible 

study on Wednesday evening until September. However, after consulting 

with the PCC, it was then decided that we would stop the Zoom Services 

and concentrate on resuming the services and normal activities in the 

church. We were still adhering to the public health and sanitary 

guidelines set by the government and the Church of England.  

In October the rules changed and the wearing of masks were no longer 

mandatory but the administration of Holy Communion was still done in 

only one kind, i.e., only the bread, and the sharing of the peace was done 

without physical contact. From then on, we were able to hold all the 

special services in church, All Saints and All Souls, Christ the King, 

Remembrance Sunday, Dedication Festival, Advent and all the Christmas 

Services. We celebrated them with grateful hearts as it had been two 

years since we had been able celebrate them physically together. 

We did not have any of the social activities or those festive events for 

which St Barnabas is so famous. But we persevered in our worship and 

prayers and gatherings to celebrate the Eucharist on Sundays in church 

and online.  

Throughout the year, despite the lock down, the church grounds were 

well kept and the trees and shrubs trimmed.  We had our Quinquennial 

Inspection, and with the all the renovation work which had been done in 

the previous year, there was not much of great concern about the 
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building. However, there still a few items raised by the inspecting 

architect which will be addressed during the next five years.  

We were also fortunate to have the organ completely cleaned and 

refurbished, a work which took several weeks, during the months of 

September and October. It was a work which was long overdue. The cost 

of it was £23,000.00 and it is another feat to be added to our list of great 

achievements as a parish. It was a joy to us and specially to our organist, 

Chris Cook, to have had the organ overhauled and, as the result of it, 

sounding much better.  

I am grateful to God that we have been able to overcome the difficulties 

imposed to us by the Covid-19 pandemic and thus have become a more 

resourceful church. The pandemic has been an unexpected challenge 

which has created new opportunities and new ways for us of being 

church. I am grateful to members of the congregation and parishioners 

for their continued support, especially to the churchwardens, Johnson 

Ayibiowu and Diane Cooper, for their unwavering commitment and 

dedication to our church.  

My hope and prayer are that we will come out of this pandemic as 

stronger church, more caring and more attentive to the needs of our 

community.  

May God continue to bless us richly.  

´Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.´ Philippians 4:1 

Fr Joabe 


















































