
Bembridge Community Library Report from 01/04/24 to
31/03/25

The Library continues to be responsible for the running of the 
library services as well as the maintenance of the building. This
year the focus has been on improving the Community Room.  A 
significant legacy received last year allowed us to replace the 
internal (false) ceiling in the Community Room along with new 
LED lighting. These changes considerably enhance the look and
feel of the room. We will also allocate some of this money to 
refurbish the large glass windows at the front and rear of the 
building and re-point some of the external brickwork - items on 
our to-do list for the next financial year.

Discussions with Bembridge Heritage (BH) have continued 
through the year and, although they have insufficient funds to 
demolish and replace the rear extension (which the Library 
does not use) they are on course with plans to make the area 
water-tight. We await Isle of Wight Council approval for this to 
happen as they are the landlords of the whole building.

We continue to have regular ‘author of the month’ promotions, 
jigsaw sales and have provided talks/information to other local 
groups. Donated books and DVDs are scanned for possible 
resale value. 

In terms of presenting itself to the community, the library was 
fully involved with the annual Bembridge Street Fair in May and 
attended a volunteering event in the Village Hall in July to 
promote the library and attract new volunteers.

The Library promotes events which specifically target the 
younger people of Bembridge. An evening session for the 
Bembridge Rainbows was held. In the summer, along with other
libraries, the Library promoted the Summer Reading Challenge 
which included volunteers visiting two of the local schools to 
raise awareness of the scheme. World Animal day saw a 
colouring competition for children.



Our annual Christmas Coffee Morning and Raffle events took 
place as usual and were well attended, raising vital funds to 
help keep the library open. Also to help raise funds a 
representative from the library attended the annual Community
Chest event and was successful in obtaining funding for a new 
till for the front desk. Also purchased for the front desk was a 
SumUp machine for taking card payments/donations. While 
there have been teething problems relating to the Wi-Fi 
configuration and poor macro network connectivity, the 
volunteers have persevered and overcome most of these 
issues.

In July 2024 the Library became a champion for Plastic Free 
Bembridge and have hosted an exhibition in the Community 
Room to spread information about plastic pollution in the 
environment and how to reduce/reuse more effectively.

Another local charity (Bembridge Belles WI) has chosen the 
Library as their charity of the year. This means that the Belles 
will focus fundraising on the Library and pass over monies raise
to further the Libraries objectives.

Bembridge library is open from 9.30am to 12.30pm on 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday mornings plus Friday 
afternoons from 1.30pm to 4.30pm. As well as offering access 
to the whole of the Isle of Wight library book catalogue our 
services include:

 Book and jigsaw sales
 Photocopying
 Printing
 Laminating (A4 & A3)
 Tourist point for tourists and local events
 A large community room for hire
 The free use of public computers
 Computer lessons (1-2-1)
 General information on services across the Isle of Wight

The library welcomes donations as well as unwanted books and
puzzles.



Alison Austin and Ian Graham (Trustees – Bembridge 
Community Library)






