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Covid lockdown restrictions have now been entirely removed, although some Health 
& Safety measures are still in place (e.g. gel for hand sanitation and screens at the 
front desk. The Library is now open on Wednesdays 09:30 to 12:30, Fridays 09:30 to
12:30 and 13:30 to 16:30 and Saturdays 09:30 to 12:30. These hours are likely to 
remain in place for the foreseeable future.

The objectives of the Trust and the Trustees remain as previously documented and 
can be found on the Charity Commission Website. During the period the Library 
made itself available as a ‘Warm Space’ as part of a wider initiative in the village to 
provide help for those less able to afford the escalating costs of heat and light. Take 
up has been low which reflects the relative affluence of the area but this initiative will 
be continued into the 2023-24 winter period.

As can be seen from the annual accounts, the main income streams received during 
the period of this report were enhanced by being out of Covid restrictions. 
Reasonable sources of funds came from donations, book sales, room rental and 
events. For the first time interest was received on deposit accounts which may help 
offset some increases in inflation starting to come through at the end of the reporting 
period. Up until now all funds had been held in a current account with no interest. 
The trustees want to ensure that going forwards, income from savings are 
maximised without risking the savings in any way. 
On the expenditure side the main costs relate to gas and electric costs which are 
likely to continue to be a significant burden on the library’s funds going forwards. 
Ideally the Library would replace the gas boiler with an air source heat pump/solar 
array but, in the absence of any grants to help achieve this we are unlikely to make 
much progress in this area. The repairs and maintenance bills are also high until we 
get to a position where much needed essential repairs are completed. Wherever 
possible volunteers are carrying out some much-needed redecoration. A second-
hand kitchen has been acquired (for free) which will be installed in 2023. During the 
period the entrance hall was given new lino and the whole corridor redecorated by 
volunteers using paint donated by the Village Hall.

The Isle of Wight Council have taken buildings insurance back in-house which is a 
help but the library is still responsible for contents and liability cover.

The number of trustees has stayed at nine for the duration of this report although 
one is on agreed leave during the latter part of this reporting period.

The library building is split into two parts - the main Library area and a secondary 
area previously occupied by Bembridge Heritage Society. When the library took on 
the lease, it entered into an agreement with the Isle of Wight Council to also take on 



a lease for the entire premises. During the period the library signed this second lease
but has no current plans on what to do with the rear section of the building. The rear 
is a ‘temporary structure’ which requires a lot of remedial work even to use as a 
storage area. Problems include single brick walls, a leaking roof, and a valley gutter 
which fills with debris from overhanging trees etc. In the next period we will 
investigate costs associated with tackling some of these issues and investigating any
sources of funds which might help remedy the problems.
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