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Covid lockdown restrictions began to ease from the 12th of April 2021. Although the 
Covid “Return to normal - Step 2” included the ability of Libraries to re-open fully, the 
library’s volunteers are generally older than the average population and many of our 
users are also elderly. Therefore, the management’s decision was to approach 
reopening in a slow and gradual way, keeping many Covid related Health & Safety 
measures in place. Initially the library reopened on Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings only. Then on 2nd July Friday mornings were added and Friday afternoons 
from  23rd July. Even when back to ‘normal’ hours the return to pre-pandemic levels 
of use has been slower than hoped. For this reason, Covid related factors have 
continued to impact the library for most of the period of this report. 
Despite these Covid-related challenges, the objectives of the Trust and the Trustees 
remain as previously documented and can be found on the Charity Commission 
Website. 
This has also been the first full year when the charity has been fully responsible for 
the library premises, having taken on a lease from the Isle of Wight Council starting 
from August 2020. 
 
 
As can be seen from the annual accounts, the main income received during the 
period of this report was, like the previous year, received from the Covid 19 
Restriction Grant. However, the ability to generate our own income from donations, 
sales etc was less restricted during the reporting period and the receipts from these 
sources have improved somewhat compared to the previous year.  
 
The receipt of the Government’s various Covid grants over 2020-2022 was taken as 
an opportunity to do some badly needed repairs and enhancements on the building 
itself. Two radiators were replaced in the main building and LED lighting installed 
throughout the main building. The new lease also involved the library being 
responsible for buildings insurance which was a considerable new cost. 
 
In November 2021 there was a move to increase the number and breadth of skills 
within the list of trustees. As a result, the number of trustees had risen to 9 by the 
end of the period of this report. Again, following Covid, some volunteers chose to 
cease volunteering. As a result, replacement volunteers have been recruited and 
started to be trained up. 
 
The library building is split into two parts - the main Library area and a secondary 
area previously occupied by Bembridge Heritage Society. When the library took on 
the lease, it entered into an agreement with the isle of Wight Council to also take on 
a lease for the Heritage Society extension to the premises. By the 31st January 
2022, the Heritage Society had given up possession but, as of 31st March 2022, the 



agreement had still not yet been put into effect for the library to take control of that 
section of the building. 
 
Ian Graham 
Chair of Trustees 
25th November 2022 










