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THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 1179769

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-09-03

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Beaminster Museum
Whitcombe Road
Beaminster
DT8 3NB

Phone 01308863623

Email info@beaminstermuseum.co.uk

Website www.beaminstermuseum.co.uk

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC BY FOUNDING, MAINTAINING AND
MANAGING A MUSEUM IN BEAMINSTER TO PROMOTE PUBLIC INTEREST IN AND TO COLLECT AND
PRESERVE ITEMS CONNECTED WITH THE HISTORY OF THE TOWN AND SURROUNDING RURAL
AREA.

Activities: The Beaminster Museum Trust runs a local history museum in Whitcombe Road, Beaminster,
Dorset. The aim is to increase awareness of local history and provide exhibitions, talks and events, mainly of
an educational nature. There is contact with local schools and societies. The activities contribute to the
well-being of the town by increasing the interests available to local people and visitors .

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1179769
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1179769
mailto:info@beaminstermuseum.co.uk
www.beaminstermuseum.co.uk
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Geography

• Dorset

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-11-04 £11,849 £14,824 - -

2023-11-04 £17,373 £18,693 - -

2022-11-04 £8,978 £27,674 - -

2021-11-04 £45,024 £186,463 - -

2020-11-04 £192,127 £89,528 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Colin Graham Charles Bowditch 2019-01-10

David Alexander Crawford 2021-05-05

Dr MARCUS REX CHAMBERS 2018-09-03

Jonathan Shaun Fairchild 2023-05-01

Matthew Alexander Kirkman 2021-05-05

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1179769


THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1179769

Accounts



a.

CHARITY COMMISSION
rOR TNGLAND AzuD WALES

Trustees' Annuai Report ior the period

From 5th November 2023 Period start date to 4h November 2024 Period end date

Charity name: The tseaminster Museum Trust

Chari{ registration numberi LLt976s

Objectives and Activities

#ft)
\AffiJ

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of
the charity as set out in its
governing document

c..**a-., ^€ +L^ *^;-JLIIrrrrclr y (Jr LlrE rrrdlrr
activities in relation to those
purposes for the public

Para 1.17 MISSION: To encourage research, collect,
conserve and exhibit objects, images and
rprnrd< :rcnri:tarl rrrith thp hicfnrrr nf

Beaminster and the surrounding villages, so

adding to the cultural and educational faciiities
a^- l^^^, ^J,,1+^ -LilJ--^ ^--l ..t^:+^-- +^ +L^ ^-^^ItJI tLrLdl ctLlutL), Llilttltglt dtlu vtstLL,l) LiJ LtIc cilEd.

AIMS: l. To care for the Museum building and
rnaintain the terms oithe Museum Covenant.
2. To care for the Permanent Collections,
advised by recommended best practice.

3. To present and display materials, particularly
{-n anrnr rr:oe lo:rnino

4. To provide temporary exhibitions and other
opportunities for educational and cultural
^..^^+- :^ +L^ t r,,-^,.*
EYEIILJ III LIIT IYIUJEUITI.

5. To develop th e Reference Section to provide
materials for local history studies and family
history research.
5. To care for the volunteers who helo run the
museum by offering opportunities to learn and
develop new skills in a happy, friendly and safe
runrkins cnrrirnnmpnf

7. To maintain the effective management of
resources, finances and personnel to ensurethe
)^1i,.^^, ^a+L^ f,,.,-^.,*t- -;*-.,.^ll i^+^ +L^uEtlYEty Ut tttE tyluJcultt J oililJ wElt tttLU LtlE

future.
8. To work in collaboration with schools,

'. ,i ^ icommunrty groups, tne beamtnsrer Fesilvat,

Dorset Arts Weeks. regional and local councils
and other museums so enhancing the
contribution of the Museum to community well-
haino

9. To implement a wide marketing policy in
order to achieve the aims.

Para 1.17 and
1.19

As a commi;nity i"iin iYiliselim, we aie open foiir
days a week to the public, and on two additional
days for our research group and for a sociai

G



L^^^{;+ ;^ ^^*;-,,1-P *h^ucrrgrrt, rrr Pol LlLurol, LrrE

activities, projects or services
identified in the accounts.

;a€Faa 
- 

tshi6- far ;r;r i;ali iFt^ aa +a a;{iia-;LVITEE tttvrtrltt5r lvr vur YUrurlLtcrJ LU ouursJJ

weekly issues. ln addition to being a museum
about our community, from pre history to the

L I t ,l 1 a L I a-.1presen[ uay, we suppofl rarilily nrsrory ano soclar
historv research for both local residents and
visitors with historic links to the area.

Statement confirming
whether the trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issueri by the eharity
Commission on nrrblic
benefit

rara t. ttt To open the Museum for 6 months oi the year
ln additinn tn nrrr nermenenf rnllertinn fn
provide temporary displays such as this years
"When the Romans came to Dorset" and "One
a;'{ +i;;i L<li;a; +A Q6-fr;i.f^-ltol tv tYyv i tqtvgJ Lv pgol r rtr IJLEr

To open for group visits to see the museum
collection.
+ I I .a I . ) t
r o arranSe vrsr[S oy cniloren rn scnosl groups. r o
answer oueries from the oublic concerning the
history of the area.
Io help with tamiiy research for peopie
wor!d-wlde with a Beaminster csnnection.
To provide a history-based series of lectures
during the winter months.
tAr^ ^^ ir.i+}r +L^ 1,,----i^ fara+ -l-r ra+ rYYg LU-rrrortoEg YvtLrr LrrE JuloJ)rL woJL r uJt o

NNS site of geological interest which we open to
the public from time to time or on request.

We esnfirm that trustees have had regard ts
the guidance issued by the Charity Commission
in respect of pubiic benefit

Additional information (optional)
You choose to include fu statements

Achievements and Perfoffnance

relevant about:
SORP refsrence

Para 1.38

We hold reserved funds for educational
purposes, the main use of which recently has
been to subsidisetranspcrt for vlsitlng schocls.

Para 1.38

.i. i. . .iuur marn acuvrry rn Inls regaro rs preseruntrne
buildings for the future benefit of the
community.

Pnlicrr nn or:nt rn:lrino

Policy on social investment
inrlr rr{ino tl.?fioratrl. relatprlr' -ar' -."
investment

Para 1.38

^^^^i 
t . j'i i 'UVe are IUUT0 VOlUnIeer run, \,yIIn VolunIeers

providing stewarding., DlY, Research and
designing and installing exhibits.Contribution made by

volunteers

Other

c



Srrmmarv of the main, -'___-'-'-'
achievements of the charity,
icientirying the ciittbrence the
eharity's work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries anci any wicier
benefits to societ-v as a
whole.

Pa,ra1.2O

tf,lo kxra nnctor{ m:nrr crlr rrrtinn:l rricitc :ndlrvr rs. r rJrLJ, et 1u

played our part in the supporting and promoting
the cultural heritage of West Dsrset to visiting
LVLI| rJ!).

^ 
JJ:a:^--l :-l--- -r:- - r--r:-.--llAttcuLlrrltat tItI9tIIrclrt rr trrPu(,!rat,

You choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against
objectives set

Para 1.41

Vt'e are succeeding in gradiraiiy increasing
our visitor numbers post Covid.
We have provided two bespoke exhibitions
^^ I^- rL;- .,-^-$u rar urs yEitr.

Para 1.41

We are broadly on track financially and are
^,.-^..:-- ^..- ^t^-^ L^ s,,-) -^;^^ ^^^^:J:^^it,,Pul>Ult19 1JUI PlclllD tU lullu lalDE DPErslllt Ally
for stained glass window replacement.Performance of fundraising

activities against objectives
!EL

I nvestment performance
AFAaA^*  h:A^+3i rA^aucrll !0r, vvjsvllYgo

Pa'a 1.41

We have been applying for grants for our
planned stained glass repairs.

Other

rD.\*r,



Financiai Review

Additional information (optional)
You choose to tnctucle further statements where relevant about:

Review of the charity's
iinanciai position at the encj
of the period

Para 1.21

V'Ve expect to be ciose to break even this
year

Statement expiaining the
policy for holding reserves

held
i i,
neto

rartia 1.4 We hoici a contingency funci against
unplanned maintenance expenditure

rdld t -4.2

Reasons for holding zero
reserves

Para 1.22 N'A

Detaiis of tund materiaiiy in
defieit

rara t,z4 NiA

Explanation of any
uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a gcring
concern

Para 1.23 None. Although
to breax even, if

in some years we mayfail
neecieci we wouici utiiise

pad o-f the reserye in the shsd term and
address additionalfund raising needed to
restore the reserve.

Para 1.47

Visitor donations and community events and
lectures cluring the year. Legacies provicle a
w-elcome addition brrlt are essentia!!y
unplanned.

Para1.6
investment poiicy anci
objeetives ineludlng any
social investment policy
aciopteci

A description of the principal
risks facing the charity

Para 1.$
The principairisks are arounci the buiiciing, in
the shorter term we need to raise f2S.000
for stained glass window repairs, and in
continuing to be abie to attract voiunteers to

the work of the museum.

Other

The charity's principai
soLrrce.s of funds (lncluding
any fundraising)

G



Structure. Governance and Manaoement

I -t--.tai!- -- -a !--l_ ----- -at - -- , - --i!_ --. _tlA(l(Itft()Ilat Inrgfinafr(}il ((,lrrrgfiary
You choose to include further statements where relevant absut:

Fieference and Aciministrative cietaiis

n - - ^-:.-i: - -- -l -L -.-i^. .r-ue!'ut tPU(Jr I ul ur tar rty 5
trusts:

i[ -..- t--..[J--,.---t- --- -anil uut KEy uuuulltGiltt'atE uL

httQs ://beam i nsterm useum. co. u k/governance/

r ypE (Jr guver r ilr rg

document

gsta 1 ,q h-t:--:-- -- -l-----TUIIUIEi, iII' i'UUVE

r t^---:^ aL^ -L^-:4. -rruw lti r.r rE ur ldl lr.y
eonstituted?

A.ra a 'tg,.

Trustee selection methods
including details of any
^^-^t:l..li- *^t --^, .;-:---uur lsutuLrur rarr Pr uvrSrur rs

e.g. election to post or
name of any person or
L^1.. ^-l:4t^J r^ --.--:-auuuy cr il.rucu tu aPPUil rr

one or more trustees

Para 1.25 Election at AGM sn a three year cyele.

See
httQs://beam instermuseum.co. uk/governance/

Para 1 51
Polieies and procedures
adopted ior the induction
- ... ..l r.-:-:--- ^l L-- -^i---itilu Uatnlng ut trustriEu

The charity's
oi galrisatiorrai sil uciule
and any wider network
with which the charity
--_, -t,^l,yUIKti

Parz 1 \1

?i, ,a---.r ,- -,ii, ri, -i --.4
I ne Gnanly rs menloreo oy Inrougn a council
nominee and is a member of various local
museum associations in the SouthWest.

We have loose assoeiations with other local
museums, and many of our artefacts on display
--.^ t^ ^-^ t-^-^ F^-^L..^i-- I t- -^^" --- ^.^J I iirlE r[Jaltu lltJIil lJUruilEtil.Et lvtusGuilt allu rltt
Gallery.

F _i_i!_-- -i^a_-,,.!ia- -,i.{,eiatiOilSilip wiln any
related parties

Para 1.51

\JUtet

AL.-:Llvilallly lriiille I ne E eamrnster museum r rusr
Other name the charitv uses https:l/beami nsterm useum. co. uk/
Registered charity number 1179769
Ai .r t- i - -i-i-- -,unanty s pilnqpar aqoress A-_--i__i__ai __EleaIIilIltitel luuseutlt

\tr/hiteombe Road
Beaminster
nT6 -*tn n----auro olYI>, lJutligt

(o



lr--.-.-..-..-. -.ta.-, -r---!r r ,-i--- .4. - -,L -a--.iaNames or fne Gnaflfy fruafees YYno manage frre Gnanry

I

.,
L

3

4

5

6
?
I

a

9

10

11

12

t\)
4At-

15

16

17

18

tv
an

i.- ..'r - - - -, it- - -tl--- -a--^- -i ,t- - -i*i- il- -
Lr u!il.$e$ - I titn lG!' rjl ttle ull tiutur !' at lilri uats lile was

1l-"...--..-..-- -la.-."-i- -^ 1- -l -r:.- -. 1:i, -- -.r.. L -l-.- -.:-- - !- it- - -L --:4..Name oI ltustees rruruiltg l.il.lri ru pt(JlJetty uElullglllg Lu tllt ullicllLy

t-. --a^^ --*-trulEc ttqtttE E^t^^ ^-a^J 5J -^3 f^- .-,L^lr,'^--uolE9 qwlEu tt I tvf tvt w! tutE Ygdl

Trustee name Office (if any)
nrlac r.i.r{ If nnt f^F r.rh^Ia

year
Nama af 66rcAh ,A. h^drrl

entitled to aoooint trustee lif any)
t a- ---___-ruurray n(Jse a r--- ---.--, F--^:J^-irlurru,dry rr€slugrrt , ar-a:.-- - -" - "-.--lLilEtililts irwatu
A lan f'rarerfarr{nrEv vtqvrlvlu l^|<*ir xf Ta ra*xarvr lqrr vr r r ugtvvg Elax*sA af AGlt/l

Colin Bow.dltch Elected atA"GIV!

Matthew Kirkman Elected at AGM

Jonathon Fairchild Elected at AGIVI

Marcus Chambers Elected atAGM

Director name

G)



Description of the assets
a- -i I a-, ai,.i.- - *-- - -ai-ners rn lnrs Gapacr{y

ra,---- ----t -L:__i_ _IiL*r\aailte ailu ur.rjc{.;t5 (,r lilG
eharity sn whose behalf the
assets are held and how this
r-r1- ---:tL:- aL- -. "-r-Jl-*ldil:' wruillr tile uut'tuuriru
charity's objects

n-l-:t- ^J ^---*-^-^^l^ tr^-LrEtdllE ut GuIatrtgtirrIEIrt> lul
safe custody and
segregation of such assets
r-^.^ rL^ ^L^-;a,r^ ^.-.- ^^^^a^il LI I I Ll tE Ut tGil il.y D LrVvt r ClDDEt>

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

a 1aaal- ---a !--a_---_11 - -- r__a!___lfAogrfrgnar rnrgrmalrofl loPuonal,
rr---^^ -.--l ^ll-----^ ^t -J--:^^-^ tA-l)^--l :-l----r:--tNalllES allu equltsitEs tJl aUVTSEIS [lErplrlJllal ullt llllaUgll,

T---- -t fr-.^^ tlj-^--
r ypE rrr lrarrrE 'auurlilsadviser

fr_ _-... -. t-a-a-t _ ---..,i: ------ -t ----.!-,^-.a-ac --,---a---- tA-,i:-..-*l!.-!(=-..-::4!:.-,1
Name oI GRicT execuuve or names or Senror srarr memoers lLrPuonar rntormauon,

Mentor Vicky Dewitt Museums Advisor for BCP & Dorset Councils
- 

.. -.... ..-ii!-a-- 
^--a--uonser ntsf(,ry t,eil[re

07876 790641
vick ll . dewit@dorsetcouncil. qov. uk

unrvw. dorsetcouncil. gov. u k

ai .ti ai. i Ai r   r; 6MaIInew nlrKman - unartman - uperaung uommlmee

Exemptions irom ciiseiosure

r^- ---.- -l:- -l------ -rr\Eiruuil rur lruil-ursururiure ur

ufner o t! I alnat InTormatton

^l-a. tl-uglails

(}



Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Qi-ar-l a* lraLrlS ^5 +L^\rrgarEU Ul:gEllBll lJr fltE

Signaturc{s}

E.;tt xrmxfciI UaI I .sr.rs\{,

Date

+ri r^+^^^u u-fErr:t

qD t^€x
R*P.6-56:-\

r=
L

Position (eg secretali -+r, mTG;: 
-l

Chafr,, ___, L.-..... , j

2l f,* n*e 7nl,-

G)
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THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1179769

Accounts



 

 
 

 
 
From  5th November 2022 Period start date To 4th November 2023 Period end 
date 
 
Charity name: The Beaminster Museum Trust 
 
Charity registration number: 1179769 
 
Objectives and Activities 
 
 SORP reference  
Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 MISSION: To encourage research, collect, 
conserve and exhibit objects, images and 
records associated with the history of 
Beaminster and the surrounding villages, so 
adding to the cultural and educational facilities 
for local adults, children and visitors to the area. 
 
AIMS: 1. To care for the Museum building and 
maintain the terms of the Museum Covenant.  
2. To care for the Permanent Collections, 
advised by recommended best practice.  
3. To present and display materials, particularly 
to encourage learning.  
4. To provide temporary exhibitions and other 
opportunities for educational and cultural 
events in the Museum.  
5. To develop the Reference Section to provide 
materials for local history studies and family 
history research.  
6. To care for the volunteers who help run the 
museum by offering opportunities to learn and 
develop new skills in a happy, friendly and safe 
working environment.  
7. To maintain the effective management of 
resources, finances and personnel to ensure the 

future.  
8. To work in collaboration with schools, 
community groups, the Beaminster Festival, 
Dorset Arts Weeks, regional and local councils 
and other museums so enhancing the 
contribution of the Museum to community well-
being.  
9. To implement a wide marketing policy in 
order to achieve the aims. 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

As a community run museum, we are open four 
days a week to the public, and on two additional 



purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or services 
identified in the accounts. 

days for our research group and for a social 
coffee morning for our volunteers to address 
weekly issues. In addition to being a museum 
about our community, from pre history to the 
present day, we support family history and social 
history research for both local residents and 
visitors with historic links to the area. 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 To open the Museum for 6 months of the year 
In addition to our permanent collection , to 
provide temporary displays 

with an exhibition in the Town Hall.  
To open for group visits to see the museum 
collection. 
To arrange visits by children in school groups. 
To answer queries from the public concerning 
the history of the area. 
To help with family research for people world-
wide with a Beaminster connection. 
To provide a history-based series of lectures 
during the winter months. 
We co-manage with the Jurassic Coast Tust a 
NNS site of geological interest which we open to 
the public from time to time or on request. 
 
We  confirm that trustees have had regard to 
the guidance issued by the Charity Commission  
in respect of public benefit 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 SORP reference  
 
 
Policy on grant making 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

We hold reserved funds for educational 
purposes, the main use of which recently has 
been to subsidise transport for visiting schools. 

 
 
Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

Our main activity in this regard is preserving the 
buildings for the future benefit of the 
community. 

 
 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

We are 100% volunteer run, with volunteers 
providing stewarding, DIY, Research and 
designing and installing exhibits. 

 
Other 
 
 

 We received during the year recognition from 
the Royal Society with an award for a 3D scanner 
for educational and preservation purposes in 
future exhibits. 

 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 



 SORP reference  
 
 
 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 

the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
Para 1.20 

We have hosted many educational visits, and 
played our part in the supporting and promoting  
the cultural heritage of West Dorset to visiting 
tourists. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 
 

 
We are succeeding in gradually increasing 
our visitor numbers post Covid.  
We have provided two bespoke exhibitions 
so far this year. 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.41 

We are broadly on track financially but have 
slipped a little on our plans to fund raise 
specifically for stained glass window 
replacement. 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 
We are behind schedule in applying for 
grants for  our planned stained glass repairs. 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

  



Financial Review 
 

financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21  
We hope to be close to break even this year 
if we can resolve questions around our 
electricity bill. 

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 We hold a contingency fund against 
unplanned maintenance expenditure. 

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £10,000 
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22 N/A 

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24 N/A 

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23 None. Although  in some years we may fail 
to break even, if needed we would utilise 
part of the reserve in the short term and 
address additional fund raising needed to 
restore the reserve. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 

sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.47 

 
Visitor donations and community events and 
lectures during the year. Legacies provide a 
welcome addition but are essentially 
unplanned. 

 
 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 
The principal risks are around the building, in 
the shorter term we need to raise £25,000 
for stained glass window repairs, and in 
continuing to be able to attract volunteers to 
support the work of the museum. 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

  



Structure, Governance and Management 
 

trusts: 
 All our key documents are at 

https://beaminstermuseum.co.uk/governance/ 
 

Type of governing 
document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
 

Policies as above. 

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25 CIO 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions 
e.g. election to post or 
name of any person or 
body entitled to appoint 
one or more trustees 

Para 1.25 Election at AGM on a three year cycle. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

See 
https://beaminstermuseum.co.uk/governance/ 

 
 

organisational structure 
and any wider network 
with which the charity 
works 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

The charity is mentored by through a council 
nominee and is a member of various local 
museum associations in the SouthWest. 
 
We have loose associations with other local 
museums, and many of our artefacts on display 
are loans from Dorchester Museum and Art 
Gallery. 

 
 
Relationship with any 
related parties 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

Reference and Administrative details 
 
Charity name The Beaminster Museum Trust 
Other name the charity uses https://beaminstermuseum.co.uk/ 
Registered charity number 1179769 

 Beaminster Museum 
Whitcombe Road 
Beaminster 
DT8 3NB , Dorset 

 



 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 
 

  
 Trustee name Office (if any) 

Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee (if any) 

  1 Murray Rose Honorary President  Lifetime award 

  2 Alec Crawford Chair of Trustees  Elected at AGM 

  3 Colin Bowditch   Elected at AGM 

  4 Matthew Kirkman   Elected at AGM 

  5 Jonathon Fairchild   Elected at AGM 

  6 Marcus Chambers   Elected at AGM 

  7     

  8     

  9     

  10     

  11     

  12     

  13     

  14     

  15     

  16     

  17     

  18     

  19     

  20     
 
 
Corporate trustees  names of the directors at the date the report was approved 
Director name   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 
Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  

   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
  



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 
 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 

 
 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 

 
 
 

 

 
Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

 Type of 
adviser 

Name Address  

 Mentor Vicky Dewitt Museums Advisor for BCP & Dorset Councils 
Dorset History Centre  
07876 790641 
vicky.dewit@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk   
 

 

     

     

     

 Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)  

 Matthew Kirkman  Chairman  Operating Committtee  

 
Exemptions from disclosure 
 
Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 
 
 

 

Other optional information 
 
 

 
  



Declarations 
 

                
 
              Signed  

 

   Signature(s)     

      

   Full name(s)  
   

      

     Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

     

     

  Date  
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THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1179769

Accounts



Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From

Period start date

To

Period end date

5 11 2021 4 11 2022

Section A                        Reference and administration details

Charity name The Beaminster Museum Trust

Other names charity is known
by

Registered charity number (if any)              1179769

Charity's principal address           Beaminster Museum,  Whitcombe Road

            Beaminster

Postcode            DT8 3NB

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for 
whole year

Name of person (or body)
entitled to appoint 
trustee (if any)

1 Murray Rose Chairman

2 Alec Crawford

3 Colin Bowditch

4
Marcus 
Chambers

5
Matthew 
Kirkman

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

TAR 1 March 2012



Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian 
trustees)

Name Dates acted if not for whole year

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of adviser Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Section B              Structure, governance and 
management

Description of the charity’s trusts

Type of governing document

(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

Constitution of Charitable Incorporated Organisation

How the charity is
constituted 

(eg. trust, association,
company)

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (association 
Model)

Trustee selection methods 
(eg. appointed by, elected by)

By vote of members at their AGM. The Management 
Committee chairman, secretary, treasurer and 
curator ( also elected at the AGM)  may choose to be 
trustees

Additional governance issues (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where
relevant, about:

 policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees; 

 the charity’s 
organisational structure 
and any wider network 
with which the charity 
works;

 relationship with any 
related parties;

 trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system

There being insufficient volunteers to keep the 
Museum open. With new volunteers continuously 

TAR 2 March 2012



and procedures to manage
them. 

coming forward, this is not considered a major risk

Section C                    Objectives and activities

Summary of the objects 
of the charity set out in 
its governing document

To advance the education of the public by founding, 
maintaining and managing a Museum in Beaminster 
to promote public interest in, and to collect and 
preserve items connected with, the history of the 
town and surrounding rural area.

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for 
the public benefit in 
relation to these objects 
(include within this 
section the statutory 
declaration that trustees 
have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the 
Charity Commission on 
public benefit)

To open the Museum for 6 months of the year

In addition to our permanent collection , to provide 
temporary displays 

To open for group visits to see the museum 
collection

To arrange visits by children in school groups

To answer queries from the public concerning the 
history of the area

To help with family research for people world-wide 
with a Beaminster connection

To provide a history-based series of lectures during 
the winter months

We co-manage a NNS site of geological interest 
which we open to the public from time to time or on 
request

We  confirm that trustees have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the Charity Commission  in 
respect of public benefit

TAR 3 March 2012



Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about: 

 policy on grantmaking;

 policy programme related
investment; 

 contribution made by  
volunteers. 

We do not make grants

Not applicable

The charity is run entirely by some 50 volunteers. 
There are no paid positions, apart from a cleaner

Section D                      Achievements and performance

TAR 4 March 2012



Section D                      Achievements and performance
Summary of the main 
achievements of the 
charity during the year 

The museum was open for the full season, April to 
October attracting 1439 visitors, a record.

The two rooms in the recently completed extension 
were used to the full, the Rose Gallery with  more 
exhibits that could not otherwise have been 
displayed, as well as an area for children. The 
Chesterman Room  is the research centre housing 
the many files, records and books containing 
historical information.

There was an increase in digital facilities  enabling 
visitors to access historical records

Section E                    Financial review 
TAR 5 March 2012



Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on 
reserves  

The charity maintains a reserve of £10,000

Details of any funds 
materially in deficit

The Long Term Project i.e. museum extension) 
account was in deficit to £18,967 following 
expenditure of income received in previous years

Further financial review details (Optional information)

You may choose to include 
additional information, 
where relevant about:
 the charity’s principal 

sources of funds 
(including any 
fundraising); 

 how expenditure has 
supported the key 
objectives of the charity; 

 investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted. 

Friends subscriptions 14%, Donations 32% Shop 
sales 20%
Fundraising 34%

General property expenditure (64%) has enabled 
the museum to remain open and in good condition

N/A

Section F                     Other optional information

Section G                    Declaration
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s) David Alexander 
Crawford

Full name(s) David Alexander 
Crawford

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

Trustee and Secretary

Date 21st June 2023

TAR 6 March 2012



Operating Income
Friends' subscription income

Gift Aid income

Friends' Income Subtotal

Admissions

Visitor donations

Generall donations

Other bespoke donrations

Exhibition funding

Bxhibition Income Subtotal

Shop sales

Shop Income Subtotal

20 Education income

0 Education funding

Education Income Suhtotal

320 Events income

0 Room hire income

I30 Miscellaneous income

I Bank Interest received on general & bespoke funds

30 Horn Park Quarry net income

1,392

2,571
1,614

10674

202U22

60

0

Total Income

1,132

260

2,021

550

0

0

60

2285
560

397

47

-1r

2020/21

fi@
190

675

791

0

492

7220

Beaminster Museum Trust Income and Expenditure Summary
for the financial Sth November 2021 - 4th November 2022

.t832 Operating Surplus/Deficit for the Year ru

Long-term Project Inconre
39736 Building and repair funding

133 Gift Aid on building and repair donations

7 Bank Interest on Renovation Account

3989E Total Long-term Project irncome

,<
0

38

63

-=439,9f.2 Long-term Project Surrplus/I)eficit for the Year -r8p67

4s024 Totallncome 8,978

t41439 Net SurpluslDeficit for the Year =ff1696

Year ending 4th November 2022

Long-term Project Expenditure
, , :' Funded building ancl repair expenditure 19,030

xZs4ZZ Total Long'term Proiect Expenditure 1L030

1864ffi T',otill 27 4

2020/21

63

0

407

240

0

9

185

207

95

0

0

159

36

715

4700

795

z@fi

Operating Expenditure
Friends' subscription printing and postage

Other Friends' expenditure

Friends' Expenditure Subtotal

General display costs

Funded exhibition costs

Refere.nce section costs

SumUp Card Fees

Marketing costs

Exhibition Expenditure Suhtotal

Shop purchases

Shop publication printing costs

Shop Expenditure Subtotal

Education expenditure

Funded education expenditure

Education Bxpenditure Su btotal

Events expenditure

Room llire expenditure

Miscellaneous expenditure

General propefiy expenditure

General administration costs

Total Operatinq Expenditure

85

0

442

0

15

2t
135

447

113

0

2021/22

613

85

560

99

99

387
0

287

5,523

1,090

8.644
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Beaminster Museum Trust Income and Expenditure Summary

Colinr Schofield (Examiner)

Year ending 4th November 2022
for the financial r 5th November 2021 - 4th November 2022

Note: The museum has a general reserve policy of retaining f,l0,000.

I have checked the above figures against bank statements, schedules, deposit statements and invoices, and found them correct.

Signed

Dated:

i{f,/,/r(

Cash (float)
'ISB Current Account
CCLA I General Deposit Account

2 Bespoke Funds

3 Renovation Fund

Total opening balances 5th November 2021

Total closing balances 4th November 2022

(See note below)

Less loan box deposits held

Net SurpluslDeficit for the Year

Bank Balances

36,418

I

2

J

t7,922

150

7

91

Opening balances 5th November 2021 -

Closing balances 4th Novernber 2022

CCLA

50

6,369
8,573

2,119
25,726

50

6,3 19

10,029

2,128

5,765

Cash (float)
TSB Current Account

Ceneral Reserve

Bespoke Funds

Renol'ation Fund

4,700

795

320

General property expenditure
2020/21

21-18 Utilities
1808 Insurance

28 Repairs and Renewals

706 Cleanng

Events fncome
Book Sale

Winter Talks
811 Other Talks

Festival joint talk

Christmas Concert

Coffee Morning
Time and Tide play

General administration costs

706

209

0

175

s {)1

1,090

240 Crowing frrr Gold events

202u22
2,622

1,558

384

959

2.285

4-i7 Telephone and Broadband

160 Prirting, Postage and Stationery

1/4 Computer and Digital Equipment
64 Other Administration costs

669

927

40

1t7

312

70

150

0

itftfu
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THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1179769

Accounts



Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From         Period start date     5/11/2020      To     Period 
end date 4/11/2021

Charity name:The Beaminster Museum Trust

Charity registration number:  1179769

Objectives and Activities

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes
of the charity as set out 
in its governing 
document

Para 1.17 To advance the education of the
public by founding, maintaining
and
managing a Museum in 
Beaminster to promote public 
interest in, and to collect and 
preserve items connected with, 
the history of the town and 
surrounding rural area

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to 
those purposes for the 
public benefit, in 
particular, the activities, 
projects or services 
identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

To open the museum to visitors for
6 months of the year.

To display new temporary displays 
in addition to our collection

To open to group visits to see the 
museum collection

To arrange visits by children in 
school groups

To answer queries from the public 
regarding the history of the area

To help with family history 
researches for people world-wide 
with a Beaminster connection

To provide a history-based series 
of lectures during the winter 
months.

We co-manage a NNS site of 
geological interest which we open 
to the public from time to time or 



on request.

We have manned outreach 
sessions on flax production at the 
local agricultural show

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees 
have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the 
Charity Commission on 
public benefit

Para 1.18 We have read para 1.18 and can 
confirm that we comply with all 
the conditions and objectives laid 
out under the public benefit rules

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making
Para 1.38

We do not make grants

Policy on social 
investment including 
program related 
investment

Para 1.38

Not applicable

Contribution made by 
volunteers

Para 1.38

The charity is run entirely by 
about 50 volunteers. There are no 
paid postitions apart from a 
cleaner.

Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP reference



Summary of the main 
achievements of the 
charity, identifying the 
difference the charity’s 
work has made to the 
circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any 
wider benefits to society 
as a whole.

Para 1.20

Due to covid the museum was 
locked down, with no visitors for 8 
months of this financial year.

During this time we were able to 
finish the building work associated
with our extension project.

We were able to reopen the 
museum in July, and we have had a
total of 500 visitors up to the time 
we closed at the end of October.

During  the lockdown we were able
to redesign many of our displays 
which has produced a modern feel 
to the museum, with more digital 
activities,  which will be further 
enhanced when the new rooms are
brought into operation next year.

The completion of the building 
work can be considered as an 
achievement, and it will result in 
improved activities and displays 
for the museum for years to come.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against 
objectives set

Para 1.41

Due to covid, were were not able 
to have visitor numbers that we 
were hoping for.

On the other hand, because the 
museum had to be closed, the 
building work progressed very 
smoothly with minimum impact on 
closure to the public 

Performance of 
fundraising activities 
against objectives set

Para 1.41

We again made a loss over the 
year because we were not able to 
run our winter talks and  social 
events which we rely upon to make
our annual income match our 
expenditure

Investment performance 
against objectives

Para 1.41

Not applicable

Other



Financial Review

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the 
end of the period

Para 1.21 The accounts show both the 
normal museum operation , and  
the finances of the extension 
project.

Normal museum operation has 
again made a loss the year of 
£1837, due to covid restrictions. 
These losses are still covered  by 
the £10,000 covid grant which was
used to cover last year's loss of 
£1438.

The expansion project is running 
under budget, and is likely to 
leave money in the extension fund 
will will be take back into  the 
main  museum funds.

Statement explaining the
policy for holding 
reserves stating why they
are held

Para 1.22 The reserve is set to cover the 
basic running costs of the museum
and its building for twelve months

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £6,000.00
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22 N/A

Details of fund materially 
in deficit

Para 1.24 No funds in deficit

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a 
going concern

Para 1.23 Other than a complete collapse of 
our volunteer base ,we are 
exposed to no real risks

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds 
(including any 
fundraising) 

Para 1.47

25% Friends subscriptions and 
donations
25% entrance fees
25% shop
25% fundraising

New projects covered by specific 
grants

Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted

Para 1.46

N/A

A description of the 
principal risks facing the 
charity 

Para 1.46

None , as long as volunteers still 
come forward - see above



Other



Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s 
trusts:
Type of governing 
document 
(trust deed, royal charter)

Para 1.25 Constitution of a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation ( association Model)

Trustee selection 
methods including details
of any constitutional 
provisions e.g. election to
post or name of any 
person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 By vote of the members at their 
AGM.
The management committee 
chairman, secretary, treasurer and
curator (also elected at thr AGM) 
can choose also to be trustees if 
they wish.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s 
organisational structure 
and any wider network 
with which the charity 
works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any 
related parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Beaminster Museum Trust
Other name the charity 
uses
Registered charity 
number

1179769



Charity’s principal 
address

Beaminster Museum
Whitcombe Road
 Beaminster, Dorset
DT8 3NB



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole year

Name of person 
(or body) 
entitled to 
appoint trustee 
(if any)

1 Murray Rose chairman

2
Marcus 
Chambers

3 Colin Bowditch

4
Matthew 
Kirkman

From 05/05/21

5 Alec Crawford From 05/05/21

6 Diana Trenchard Died September 2021

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved
Director name

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole
year





Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf 
the assets are held and 
how this falls within the 
custodian charity’s 
objects

Details of arrangements 
for safe custody and 
segregation of such 
assets from the charity’s 
own assets

Additional information (optional)

          Names 
and addresses 
of advisers 
(Optional 
information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional 
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information



Declarations

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s) L M Rose C Bowditch

Full name(s) Livingstone Murray Rose Colin Bowditch

    Position (eg
Secretary, Chair, etc)

Chair of trustees Trustee

Date 13/12/21











THE BEAMINSTER MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1179769

Accounts



Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From

Period start date

To

Period end date

4 11 2019 4 11 2020

Section A                        Reference and administration details

Charity
name 

The Beaminster Museum
Trust

Other
names

charity is
known

by

Registered charity number (if any) 1179769

Charity's
principal
address 

Beaminster Museum

Whitcombe Road

Beaminster, Dorset,

Postcode   DT8 3NB

Names of the charity 
trustees who manage the 
charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for whole 
year

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any)

1  Murray Rose, Chairman

2 Michael Conroy,

3 Diana Trenchard,

4 Colin Bowditch

5 Mary Treacher

6Marcus Chambers

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

TAR 1



20

Names of the trustees for 
the charity, if any, (for 
example, any custodian 
trustees)

Name Dates acted if not for whole year

Names and addresses 
of advisers (Optional 
information)

Type of adviser Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Section B              
Structure, 
governance and 
management

Description of the charity’s 
trusts

Type of governing document    
(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

Constitution of a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 

How the charity is constituted 
(eg. trust, association, company)

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
( association Model)

Trustee selection methods 
(eg. appointed by, elected by)

By vote of the members at their AGM

Additional governance issues 
(Optional information) 

TAR 2



You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about:

 policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees; 

 the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works;

 relationship with any related 
parties;

 trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them. 

A Management committee is 
responsible for the day to day 
operation of the museum, but liaises 
closely with the Trustees. There is an 
aim that at least one Trustee also 
serves on the management 
committee.

The Management committee has the 
authority to spend up to a sum of 
£5000 on any one item without 
requesting permission of the 
Trustees.

Our reserve policy is to aim to hold 
Reserve of £6000 at all times

Section C                    Objectives 
and activities

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its governing 
document

To advance the education of the public by founding, maintaining and
managing a Museum in Beaminster to promote public interest in, 
and to collect and preserve items connected with, the history of the 
town and surrounding rural area 

TAR 3



Summary of the main activities
undertaken for the public 
benefit in relation to these 
objects (include within this 
section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public benefit)

To open the museum to visitors for 6 months of the year

To display new temporary displays in addition to our collection

To open to group visits to see the museum collection

To arrange visits by children in school groups

To answer queries from the public regarding the history of the area

To help with family history researches for people world-wide with a 
Beaminster connection

To provide a history-based series of lectures during the winter months.

We co-manage a NNS site of geological interest which we open to the 
public from time to time or on request.

We have manned outreach sessions on flax production at the local 
agricultural show

Additional details of objectives and activities 
(Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about: 

 policy on grantmaking;

 policy programme related 
investment; 

 contribution made by  
volunteers. 

The museum is entirely volunteer-run with no paid staff, with no financial 
assistance except for specific grants for specific projects.

We were awarded the Queen's Award for Voluntary Service in June 2019

TAR 4



Section D                      
Achievements and 
performance

TAR 5



Section D                      
Achievements and 
performance

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year 

The year started very well with very good attendances at the first four 
winter talks. The autumn events also went well. Early in 2020 we heard 
that we had been awarded a £99,000 lottery Grant and left a £101,000 
legacy which meant we had sufficient funds to start an expansion Project,
which had been in planning for some 3 years. 

 At the same time Covid struck and we went into lockdown. Lockdown 
meant that we could not finish our Winter talks series and we were not 
able to open the museum at all in 2020. The lockdown however did 
enable us to speed up the building extension - we could start building 
earlier because the Museum was closed. This has saved us sufficient 
time to be able to open the museum at Easter 2021 if Covid allows. 

The Financial effect of Covid has been a loss of income on:-   Winter 
talks, events and admission charges. The losses were offset slightly by 
less cleaning, less maintenance, and less utilities. Some  money was 
raised by occasional sales (books and plants) associated with the 
museum. We have therefore made a loss over the year  of  £1438, 
whereas we normally make a small profit. We have received a £10,000 
Covid-19 Support Grant from the government which more than covers 
this and will help us in the coming 12-months should there be more 
difficulties. 

The building expansion Project (2 rooms over 2 storeys)is going very well
with few problems and still within budget. The requirement to provide 
extra Museum activities required by the lottery grant, which are 
concerned with working more within the community, is on hold because of
Covid restrictions. We hope to concentrate on these next year  once the 
building work has been completed.

TAR 6



Section E                    Financial 
review 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves  

We aim to hold £6000 in reserve at all times, which represents about 12 
months of fixed liabilities, in the event of there being no income.

Details of any funds materially
in deficit

Further financial review details (Optional 
information)

 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about:

 the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising); 

 how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives
of the charity; 

 investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted. 

Year-end  accounts have been divided into two parts. One is the normal 
operating expenses for the museum over the year and the second part 
summarises the Expansion Project finances. Operating income and 
expenditure is in line with previous years except for this year seeing a 
£1438 loss, due to reduced activities due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 The Project Income and Expenditure summarise funding received and 
payments made associated with the Project during the year. The 
remaining sums will be received and paid out next year. The Project 
accounts are managed separately in tables which monitor the cash-flow 
throughout the project life.

Section F                     Other optional information
 In Spring 2021 the Museum will be reinstalling the artefacts which had to be moved because of the building 
work. We are hoping at the same time to improve displays. Next year will also be a time to expand into two 
new galleries and develop  contact with the community in line with the the plans made for the various new 
activities with the expanded building. 

All this, of course, is dependent on the outcome of the pandemic. 

Overall, a very strange year where we have luckily been able to take advantages of the enforced shut down 
to make progress with our extension plans. 

TAR 7



Section G                    
Declaration
The trustees declare that they 
have approved the trustees’ 
report above. 

Signed on behalf of the 
charity’s trustees

Signature(s) L M Rose Colin Bowditch

Full name(s) Livingstone Murray Rose Colin Bowditch

Position (eg Secretary, Chair,
etc)

Chair

Date 
18/12/20

TAR 8
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