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RUFFORD VILLAGE HALL
England & Wales · Charity number 1179466

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-08-06

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Village Hall
Flash Lane
Rufford
Ormskirk
Lancashire
L40 1SW

Phone 01704821644

Activities

Objects: THE PROVISION AND MAINTENANCE OF A VILLAGE HALL FOR THE USE OF THE
INHABITANTS OF RUFFORD AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF POLITICAL,
RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS, INCLUDING USE FOR;A) MEETINGS, LECTURES AND CLASSES,
ANDB) OTHER FORMS OF RECREATION AND LEISURE-TIME OCCUPATION, WITH THE OBJECT OF
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE INHABITANTS

Activities: We are a village hall for hire within the community. The hall is used for dance classes, WI,
childrens activities, and village events.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Acts As An Umbrella Or Resource
Body, Other Charitable Activities

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, Disability, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty,
Religious Activities, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Amateur Sport, Recreation, Other Charitable Purposes

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1179466
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1179466
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Geography

• Lancashire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £43,385 £61,732 - -

2024-03-31 £15,892 £21,431 - -

2023-03-31 £17,868 £24,832 - -

2022-03-31 £23,514 £21,338 - -

2021-03-31 £23,793 £10,251 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

KAREN DAWN ASHCROFT Chair 2019-03-01

CAROL THOMPSON 2019-03-01

Catherine Margaret Adeleke 2025-04-30

Ita Hicks 2024-01-16

Melissa May Booth 2025-10-29

PETER THOMAS HALL 2019-03-01
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The Trustees’ Report

Following the difficulties created by the pandemic the Trustees are happy to
report that most of our hirers are back with us and we have successfully
come through the difficulties together. Much effort has been put into
recruiting more users through our varied social media exposure and we
now have additional activities for our community to enjoy including Tai Chi,
Sewing Group, Diabetes Prevention, Artisan Markets and the return of the
Antiques Fair. We have had an increase in private bookings which is very
pleasing. It is hoped that by September 2023 we will have a bowling club at
the hall and that the equipment could be used by others for one off events.

In April 2022 we embarked on a new online booking system which is
working very well for all, especially making it more efficient for our bookings
clerk. One of our rooms has been refurbished creating a small private area
for informal meetings or other uses which may be required by ourselves
and our users. The main store room has been repurposed as a storage
area for use by our hirers to store their equipment.

The hall has been host to warm and snug sessions each week which, we
are delighted to say, has been beneficial to members of our community. A
joint community event was held in June 2022 involving a parade of tractors
from our local farming community; the hall has acquired a treasure chest of
local photographs from Rufford Through the Years, a local history of the
village, for display at such events which has been welcomed by the
community.

There is a sub- group looking at possible grants to assist with a number of
improvements including: refurbishment of the toilets, new curtaining to the
stage and windows, improvements to the CCTV equipment and fire alarm
system, adaptation of the outside courtyard to a usable area and the repair
and repolishing of the main halls wooden floor.



The Trustees and clean and care team are constantly working to maintain
the hall and to improve the facilities for use by our community.

Improvements since the last report:

Internal repainting (touching up)
Creation of the snug
Store room floor covering
Office refurbishment
5 year Electrical Inspection, all works have been carried out in accordance
with the report.

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report
above.

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees

Signature

Full name Karen Dawn Ashcroft
Position Chairman

Date 14th August 2023
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s No (if any)

CC16a
Rufford Village Hall 1179466

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period 

from
Period start date

To
Period end date

01/04/22 31/03/23

Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted 

funds Restricted funds Endowment 
funds Total funds Last year

to the nearest      £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £

A1 Receipts 
Hire of hall 9,647                          -                                  -                                  9,647                          -                                  

Bank interest 24                               -                                  -                                  24                               -                                  

Br. Gas refund 208                             -                                  -                                  208                             -                                  

Parish Council grant 1,500                          -                                  -                                  1,500                          -                                  

Lanc. Env. Fund grant 6,490                          -                                  6,490                          -                                  
-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  
-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  
-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  

Sub total(Gross income for AR) 
11,378                        6,490                          -                                  17,868                        -                                 

A2 Asset and investment sales, 
(see table).

-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  
-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  

Sub total -                                 -                                 -                                  -                                  -                                 

Total receipts 11,378                    6,490                      -                              17,868                        -                              

A3 Payments
Heat, elec. water & drainage D/D 4,648                          -                                  -                                  4,648                          -                                  
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Telephone/Broadband D/D 675                             -                                  -                                  675                             -                                  
Insurance 2,106                          -                                  -                                  2,106                          -                                  
Rates D/D 292                             -                                  -                                  292                             -                                  
Household, Mtce & booking support 6,265                          -                                  -                                  6,265                          -                                  
Lanc.Env. Fund grant spend 6,490                          -                                  6,490                          -                                  
Furniture 565                             -                                  -                                  565                             
Int. painting 1,089                          -                                  -                                  1,089                          -                                  
Electrical improvements 2,076                          -                                  -                                  2,076                          -                                  
Laptop & Hallmaster system 626                             -                                  -                                  626                             -                                  

Sub total 18,342                        6,490                          -                                  24,832                        -                                 

A4 Asset and investment 
purchases, (see table)

-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  
-                                  -                                  -                                  -                                  

Sub total -                                 -                                 -                                  -                                  

Total payments 18,342                    6,490                      -                              24,832                        -                              

Net of receipts/(payments) - 6,964                    -                              -                              - 6,964                    -                              
A5 Transfers between funds -                              -                              -                               -                                  -                              
A6 Cash funds last year end 41,047                    -                              -                               41,047                     -                              

Cash funds this year end 34,083                    -                              -                              34,083                    -                              

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

Categories Details  
Unrestricted 

funds 
Restricted funds Endowment 

funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

B1 Cash funds Current a/c 22,689                         

Savings a/c 11,365                         -                                  

Petty cash 29                               -                                  
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Total cash funds  34,083                    -                              -                              

(agree balances with receipts and payments account
(s)) OK OK OK

Unrestricted 
funds 

Restricted funds Endowment 
funds 

Details to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

B2 Other monetary assets -                                  -                                  

-                                  -                                  

-                                  -                                  

-                                  -                                  

-                                  -                                  

-                                  -                                  

Details
Fund to which asset 

belongs Cost (optional) Current value 
(optional)

B3 Investment assets -                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

Details
Fund to which asset 

belongs Cost (optional) Current value 
(optional)

B4 Assets retained for the 
charity’s own use

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  
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B4 Assets retained for the 
charity’s own use

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

Details
Fund to which 
liability relates

Amount due 
(optional)

When due (optional)

B5 Liabilities -                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

-                                  

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of 
all the trustees Signature Print Name Date of approval
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The Trustee’s Report

As this is the first AGM of the CIO it would seem appropriate to give
information from the start. In February 2018 the Committee decided it was
necessary to update systems for the running of the hall and in particular
enable us to meet modern day legal and health and safety laws and
regulations. The existing Trust deed dated 27th September 1968 was no
longer suitable to meet present day requirements.

To do this we recruited the assistance of ACRE, Action with Communities in
Rural England. We were firstly advised to change our charity status to a
CIO, Charitable Incorporated Organisation, and to create a full constitution .
This was a long process with contributions from all Trustees. The  Rufford
Village Hall Committee was wound up and the new CIO became effective
from the 1st March 2019. The Trustees wish to thank ACRE for their
continual help and advice.

The First twelve months of the new CIO was dominated by the
modernisation of the administration and running of the Hall. In October
2019 Rufford Play Group moved from the Hall which created a loss of
income, (the group used the hall every day), and a need to market the hall
and attract new  hirers. The Trustees worked hard to recruit a variety of
users which have  enriched  the services to the community. The  Hall has
an almost full calendar of bookings and has increased the number of
private bookings through our media advertisements .We had our first
wedding in September 2021.

As with all organisations the effect of the Covid 19 pandemic has been a
huge challenge, however with the commitment of the Trustees and the
clean and care team the hall has survived these. Again we are grateful for
the guidance given by ACRE , the CIO has worked tirelessly to meet all
requirements and to enable our hirers to return with confidence that the
premises are safe and clean. We would also thank our hirers for working
together with us to ensure that the hall could remain open in these very
trying times.



Since the creation of the CIO there have been a number of improvements
made to the hall, these include:

Internal repainting
Reroofing of the main hall (from grant money)
Work on external door       (from grant money)
New Blinds throughout       (from grant money)
Installation of WIFI
New CCTV equipment
New safety railings to external ramps
Programmable Central heating control
New Notice Board and signes

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report
above.

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s Trustees

Signature

Full name Karen Dawn Ashcroft
Position Chairman

Date 9th May 2022
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CHARITY COMMISION ANNUAL RETURN IST APRIL 2020 TO 31ST MARCH 2021

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

This period has been a challenging time due to the Covid 19 restrictions. All grants have
been applied for and received. The grants have been used to supplement loss of  income
and provide a more than adequate sanitation procedure.

When able to reopen and not in lockdown, classes have returned in accordance with the
tier system.The Trustees have worked relentlessly to ensure all Covid procedures are in
place and understood to ensure our hirer’s could feel safe to return

As a consequence all hirer’s who could return did, unfortunately however, the beginning
of 2021 through to March 2021 saw us once again in lockdown 3.

Throughout the year the Trustee meetings continued via Zoom allowing decisions
regarding the running of the building to be made. This time was also used by the
Trustees to plan for future improvement to the hall.
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