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JUST RIDE SOUTHEND
England & Wales · Charity number 1179453

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-08-06

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Project 49
49 Alexandra Street
Southend-On-Sea
SS1 1BW

Phone 07971774479

Email info@justridesouthend.com

Website Justridesouthend.com

Activities

Objects: TO PROVIDE OR ASSIST IN THE PROVISION OF FACILITIES IN ESSEX IN THE INTERESTS
OF SOCIAL WELFARE FOR RECREATION OR OTHER LEISURE TIME OCCUPATION OF INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE NEED OF SUCH FACILITIES BY REASON OF THEIR YOUTH, AGE, INFIRMITY OR
DISABILITY OR FOR THE PUBLIC AT LARGE WITH THE OBJECT OF IMPROVING THEIR CONDITIONS
OF LIFE BY THE PROVISION OF FACILITIES, SERVICES AND TRAINING TO ENABLE THEM TO
PARTICIPATE IN CYCLING IN A SAFE ENVIRONMENT.

Activities: Just ride Southend provides all ability cycling in a safe environment. Using adapted cycles on an
athletics track based in Southend on sea Essex. We also provide training for volunteers which includes
mechanical, social and cycling skills.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training, The Advancement Of Health Or Saving Of Lives, Amateur Sport, Recreation,
Other Charitable Purposes

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1179453
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1179453
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Geography

• Southend-on-sea

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £103,387 £88,225 - -

2024-03-31 £37,433 £32,888 - -

2023-03-31 £40,005 £40,028 - -

2022-03-31 £29,310 £24,965 - -

2021-03-31 £439 £10,522 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Matthew Hamish Crowther Dixon Chair 2024-05-20

Amber Cara Everson Dunn 2017-11-16

CHRISTOPHER OTTOWAY 2017-11-16

HELEN BANKS 2017-11-16

JOHN GRETTON 2017-11-16

Jonathan Li 2022-05-09

Nicholas Andrew Waymark 2022-05-09
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Charity No 1179453 

Annual Trustees Report for Charity Commission 31st March 2023 to 31st March 24 

2023/24 has been a great year of growth and was about building on a good year in 2022/23. We are 
now in a good position financially following Covid and a continued increase in rider numbers 
throughout the year, we have had a total of 16.661 people through the gates of which 10.158 were 
registered donating riders and 6503 were carers of parents who ride for free, a third more than 
2022. 

We have planning permission for 2 more containers at Garons, as of October 2023, one as a fitted-
out bike maintenance workshop and the other to allow us to store our specialist bikes better, we 
have had to work hard and get many quotes for groundworks and container to find value for the 
charity and with the support of Sported, we can only find two potential  funders who will consider 
grants of the size we need due to the cost of the project. We hope to have funding in place over the 
summer and start site works in the autumn.   

A continuing big challenge was the recruitment and retainment of volunteers, but we have managed 
to grow our crew to 50 up by 10 regular volunteers and they have put in over 5344 hours that an 
extra 300 hours than the previous year. We will continue to raise our profile locally and look for 
more ways to say thank you to our fantastic volunteers. 

We continue to contract in the services of Alan and Gwen Cook for administration (Gwen’s Cycle 
Coaching) who have focused on increasing our profile with Southend City Council and funders 
including increasing our branded clothing range and merchandise for volunteers and to promote us 
at local events with our branded gazebo and new promotional stall. 

We had ongoing fund-raising initiatives with Co-op stores, Waitrose, Essex Community Foundation 
and the Inter-church charity trust who supported us with a rent and track hire core costs grant. 

Major highlights this year, were being invited to attend a Southend United game and raise funds 
with a collection outside the ground before a match, this was after we supported the management 
team by suppling 4 bikes for the month of October and the Prostate charity challenge, they 
undertook. We also replaced all our specialist children trikes with the generous support of Ashfield 
special needs> Took all our volunteers out for a thank you meal in January and supplied them all 
with branded sweatshirts. We finished the upgrade of our existing children’s 2-wheel bikes with 
money from Essex community foundation and Co-op Star group Chelmsford with support from 
Richardson’s cycle in Leigh and Halfords Southend, buying these at discounted prices. We were also 
given more helmets from Hardnutz, which has allowed us to raise funds from donations with the 
surplus stock. 

A reality of this year is increased costs including insurance, but this has been offset by the increase of 
donations by those attending and paying to ride from last year and core cost grants.   
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We have started to work on our plans to celebrate our 10th Birthday in August 2024, to recognise 
the impact Just Ride Southend has had on the community and as a foundation to promote the new 
expansion project and fundraising. 

Just Ride Southend Annual Trustees Report CC 2023/24 

Signed  
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Just Ride Southend Annual Trustees Report CC 2021/22 

With Covid basically wiping out the whole year of 20/21, 21/22 was about building back in terms of 

getting people and bikes on the track and looking to build up a foundation of financial stability and 

this year we have achieved this and are now in a strong position following a grant from the Essex 

Community foundation helping with our core costs and rider numbers quickly picking up and 

maintaining throughout the year, we have had a total of 10,000 people through the gates of which 

6500 contributed and 3500 were carers or parents who ride for free. We managed to open two 

midweek sessions by May and restarted Saturdays in September, the main issue has been 

recruitment and retainment of volunteers especially for Saturdays, as we have been losing 

volunteers a quickly as we gain them, mainly due to new work opportunities and family 

commitments but even so 35 regular volunteers have put in over 3400 hours this year.   

We continue to contract in the services of Alan and Gwen Cook (of Gwen’s Cycle Coaching) who have 

now helped us set up our administration for going forward and focused on increasing our profile 

with Southend council and funders including increasing our branded clothing range for volunteers 

and attending lots of local events with our new gazebo and promotions stall. We have ongoing fund-

raising initiatives with the Co-op, and Amazon smile and hope to be part of Tesco’s, Nectar points, 

Crowdfunder, Asda and Morrisons schemes next year. 

We have been in negotiations with the council about a 5-year lease and an annual rent at Garons 

tennis and leisure centre and hope to have this in place before the end of 2022, this has put all other 

expansion/development on hold.  

A couple of major highlights this year was to be part of the Tour of Britain women’s race in Southend 

and having a film done of Just Ride Southend by Active Essex and the addition of a new wheelchair 

platform electric assist bike sourced though the Essex community foundation who co-ordinated and 

compiled grants from Gary Sullivan Charitable Fund, Frank Litchfield General Charitable Trust, Yellow 

Car Charitable Fund and Essex and Southend Sports Charitable Fund. We will continue to look to 

upgrade our existing extensive range of bikes as some are now getting very old and tired due to so 

much use. 

Looking to the longer term future of Just Ride Southend, once the lease is signed, we will be 

exploring options to expand the project either by adding new containers at Garons for a new 

workshop and further storage space or by partnering with the new Southend City Council with a 

view to diversifying and expanding the charity with the addition of a permanent building including 

exploring options for a bike maintenance mechanic training centre, sales of affordable special needs 

bikes to the public, a toilet block and drinks sales point.  

Our main aim for this year is to build a large Saturday volunteer base, which in turn will release 

resources and other volunteers to help raise our profile by attending events with a Just Ride 

Southend Gazebo to promote the charity and raise funds. We have continued the development 



works around the existing Just Ride containers with Project 49 and Graham Burnett of Spiralseed to 

enhance the site and build up confidence and self-esteem for our users and volunteers. We hope to 

put a team in the London to Southend bike ride 2022 to raise our profile and funds and look for 

more ways to say thank you to our fantastic volunteers.  







          
 

 

Independent examiner's 
report on the accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

 

JUST RIDE 

  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st March 2022 Charity no 
(if any) 

1179453 

  

Set out on pages 1 to 4 

  

 
 
 

Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/03/2022 
 
As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation 
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 
2011 (“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out  
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of 
the Act or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a 
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 

  

Signed: 

 

Date: 22/09/22 

  

Name: Julie Eady 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

CIMA 

  

Address: 139 Oakleigh Park Drive, Leigh on Sea, Essex, SS9 1RT 
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Just Ride Southend Trustees Report 2020/21 

Well with Covid basically wiping out the whole year in terms of getting people and bikes in the track, 

we were all caught out and left frustrated, but we are in good financial standing to reopen and see 

what the 2021/22 will bring! We managed to open for 4 trial sessions over the winter months with 

Project 49 to help us work out what our new covid compliant sessions would look like, we loaned 

out 6 bikes to volunteers and clients over the year to help them get fit and keep healthy and 

received encouragement from testimony and donations towards the end of the year to give us hope 

for the year to come. 

We contracted in the services of Alan and Gwen Cook (of Gwen’s Cycle Coaching) who have now 

helped us set up our administration for going forward and we have a fantastic user-friendly online 

booking and payment system, online banking facilities and Covid compliant track sessions.  

Looking to the future of Just Ride Southend, we will be exploring options to expand the project 

either by adding new containers at Garons or by partnering with SBC with a view to any expansion 

being a more permanent building for a new workshop and perhaps even our own toilets etc. Others 

plans could also include a bike maintenance and training centre, sales of affordable special needs 

bikes to the public, as well as possibly more Learn to Ride sessions and development of skills and 

confidence coaching run by GCC. Exploring a special Olympics cycling club. 

So, our aim for this year is to reopen our weekly sessions, rebuild the number of sessions up back up 

to at least three mornings and increase the numbers of those who can attend and ride bikes in our 

traffic free environment subject to Covid 19 guidelines. We will restart the design and development 

works around the existing Just Ride containers with Project 49 and Graham Burnett to enhance the 

site and build up confidence and self-esteem for our users and volunteers.   

 



          
 

 

Independent examiner's 
report on the accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

 

JUST RIDE 

  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31st March 2021 Charity no 
(if any) 

1179453 

  

Set out on pages 1 to 4 

  

 
 
 

Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/03/2020 
 
As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation 
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 
2011 (“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out  
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of 
the Act or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a 
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 

  

Signed: 

 

Date: 08/07/21 

  

Name: Julie Eady 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

CIMA 

  

Address: 139 Oakleigh Park Drive, Leigh on Sea, Essex, SS9 1RT 
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