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SHREWSBURY FURNITURE SCHEME

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

The chairman presents his statement for the year.

In the year to March 2025, the Scheme has continued to serve and help those people in our community who may
struggle to fill their home with essential furniture needs. This need has grown as evidenced by the monetary
sales from our warehouse which increased by 20%. 

Sadly, our town centre charity shop saw a fall in takings. The furniture we offer from this outlet continued to be of
high quality and the staff and volunteers have worked diligently, but other factors determined that our town centre
outlet was no longer viable for us and a decision was taken to exercise a lease option and close the shop in
November 2025. 

However, in tandem with the shop closure, we have plans in place to improve our online offering. Through social
media and in general informing people about who we are and how we can help, we believe that The Shrewsbury
Furniture Scheme is creating a greater awareness in the county.

We must thank our wonderful volunteers at the shop and warehouse who have freely given of their time to
support the charity, and to the employees and trustees who all help to ensure that the Scheme provides essential
support to those less fortunate within our community.

Our volunteers include:

Harry Bates
Lyn Bowley
Pat Cullimore
Liz Davies
Magnus Hutchins
Barrie Love
Dave Parsons
John Pritchard
Toni Salema
Caroline Turner

As always, we must thank those people in Shrewsbury and Shropshire who have donated worthy furniture and
other household goods.   

The scheme is also supported by a number of organisations who have provided us with grants. The National
Lottery Community Fund assisted with the purchase of a new van, whilst other donors included Veolia, the Albert
Hunt Trust Fund and others. We are very grateful.

We are reliant on our volunteers and our grant donors. This continued support means that together with a solid
trading position, we have a strong financial base with reserves at £128,813. However, we are very aware that
costs continue to rise. A challenge we have is the recruitment of volunteers, but we continue to monitor our
activities whilst the key aim of assisting those less well off remains paramount.

W Strachan
Chair
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