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Audit Report for Year 2022 

The Wallingford Accessible Boat Club (WABC) has had an excellent year thanks to the huge support the 
Charity has had from so many in our local community as well as more distant regions.   

Firstly to our number one aim “Getting disabled and less mobile people out on the river”.  To do this 
effectively our first step, kicked off in January, was to conduct a major recruitment drive for volunteer boat 
crew and I am glad to report this was very successful - almost too successful as the intake swamped our 
training resources and we took several months to complete training to the required level.  That said, the 
experience of our new volunteers was top level and supplemented brilliantly our existing team, so much so 
we were able to more than double our trip/week rate from around July time (that’s mid-season).   

By the end of September we had completed over 40 passenger trips carrying well over 120 people – the 
disabled, their friends and families – as well as completing approximately 40 training trips.  So WOW-one, 
our specially designed wheelyboat, has been very busy, as have our wonderful volunteers.  We could do 
nothing without them!! 

According to reports, our passengers thoroughly enjoyed their river experiences and we have had more 
lovely testimonials which give in some cases a quite moving account of what a voyage on the river means 
to them – just wonderful and very heart-warming.  If one ever wonders why we are doing what we are 
doing then these accounts say it all!  There is no doubt that the support we are receiving by way of cash 
donations and kind words of encouragement from every quarter confirm that in WABC we have a project 
that really meets a major community need which is just wonderful. 

We are planning to increase the number of passenger trips we can accommodate as soon as we can in 
2023 but are dependent upon the availability of our new ‘HQ’ (passenger loading and support facilities at 
Riverside, Wallingford) which South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) have targeted for summer delivery.  
We are hopeful we can manage 6-8 trips per week on a regular basis as well as running some specialist 
‘group’ trips for say fishing, photography, bird watching and other nature studies. 

Until the availability of our Riverside facilities in Wallingford, we will be dependent once again on the help 
and support of our wonderful friends in Benson - the Marina & the Waterfront Cafe - as well as the owner 
of our mooring at Preston Crowmarsh.  We envisage we will be seeking to use their facilities for at least 
half of the summer months.   

And talking of the SODC development at Riverside (adjacent to the swimming pool area in central 
Wallingford), this has continued to move forward but we still have some way to go.  We have two hurdles 
to be overcome in the immediate future – planning consent from SODC Planning Dept. and the agreement 
of the Environment Agency, both of which we are hopeful of achieving by the end of 2022.  With 
agreement of the Environment Agency the procurement process can begin and perhaps then we can hope 
that onsite working can start in the Spring 2023.  Let’s hope it is not later than this!  We are in others’ 
hands and that is not an easy burden to bear! 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wabc.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Csophie.smith%40environment-agency.gov.uk%7C444dfa352c794befcd8408d9a217e74c%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C637719045819932970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=A7OfnlO4S2sc0cARygjIKfkBdAtpTctpTRU3kGL64mQ%3D&reserved=0
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As a small voluntary organisation our finances are critical to our survival and we have to keep a very 
watchful eye on them.  We have to raise £13,000 or so per annum and we plan to achieve this by way of 
the kindnesses of the local community, the generosity of grant making bodies, trust funds and 
sponsorships as well as our own efforts via typically a Christmas Draw and ‘bucket collections’ at our local 
supermarkets.  We are very grateful to them for their help.   

We have taken a major step forward over the past year in securing 6 local firms who have agreed to 
become Sponsors of our Club – Tailormade Building Solutions, Pettits of Wallingford, Champion & Co., The 
Dolphin, Winterbrook Estate Agents and NP Design & Print.  I am delighted to include their logos in this 
report which we try to promote at every opportunity.  Our Sponsors, as well as our Patrons, give us that 
extra confidence and additional substance which is important for our sustainability – we plan to be a 
permanent feature of Wallingford Rivertown Life for many years to come so it is important we always keep 
an eye on the future.   

 

 

Our promotional activity is of course very important to our future aspirations and I am glad to say I believe 
we are relatively well known – but striving always for greater awareness – and, importantly, thought well 
of.  Our Club objectives are very attractive to our publics at large which is extremely gratifying and makes 
our PR task easier.  We just have to do our best to keep our name ‘out there’ via press releases for the 
media as well as our bi-annual newsletter and a very recently released video which we are very excited 
about – see via our website www.wabc.org.uk . 

Finally I want to acknowledge and thank all our volunteers in all departments of our not-insignificant 
operation – without them we could get nowhere and it really strikes home to me that no matter how 
innovative an idea may be it means nothing without the people, their commitment and expertise, to make 
it a reality.  So a big thank you to them!   

Additionally, we are extremely fortunate to have wonderful community support which gives us all great 
confidence that we shall indeed get to the end of the road and achieve our objective with a community 
service that enables the impossible to become possible for many local disabled and elderly people and one 
that we can all be very proud of.  We are all very thankful for that support.  

John Jenkins MBE 

Chair of Trustees 
Wallingford Accessible Boat Club 
Mob: 07976 297835 
John.jenkins@wabc.org.uk  
 

January 2023 
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