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Aims of The Methodist Church
The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ 
and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission.

 Worship
o The Church exists to increase awareness of God's presence and to 

celebrate God's love     

 Learning and Caring
o The Church exists to help people to grow and learn as Christians, through 

mutual support and care 

 Service
o The Church exists to be a good neighbour to people in need and to 

challenge injustice

 Evangelism
o The Church exists to make more followers of Jesus Christ

Governance of the Methodist Church
The Methodist Church’s governing documents can be found in the Constitutional 
Practice and Discipline Volumes 1 and 2 at the link below. In particular Volume 2, 
‘Part 6, The Local Churches’.

 https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/governance/cpd/ 

Treasurer Report for 1st September 2021 until 31st August 2022
COVID continued to have a seriously detrimental effect on Tewkesbury Methodist 
Church’s (TMC’s) finances. Room bookings zeroed overnight at the beginning of COVID
with only a limited restart during 2022. Similarly with limited congregations and little 
or no footfall, collections and donations are much lower. Fortunately, our former 
caretaker cottage has been rented out throughout this year and has been a stable 
source of income.

During FY21-22, TMC transferred £7,000 from savings in CFB (The Central Finance 
Board of the Methodist Church) and £10,000 from savings in TMCP (Trustees for 
Methodist Church Purposes) to its HSBC bank current account to ensure sufficient 
operating funds were available to pay the standard monthly bills. £7,510.50 recovered
Gift Aid on regular membership contributions was transferred back into CFB in August 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/governance/cpd/


2022. Overall TMC had a deficit of £16,825 in unrestricted funds over the financial 
year. The Welcome Space project is TMC’s plan to create additional small rooms in the
church and a “Changing Spaces” disabled toilet facility to serve the local community. 
Funds for the Welcome Space project have already been collected in a restricted CFB 
account, which had a starting balance of £39,118 in September 2021, of which £3,209
was spent during the financial year. The total deficit over all TMC restricted funds over
FY21-22 is £4,293. 

We have been able to employ our Family Outreach Worker (FOW) for this entire 
Financial Year, although she intends to leave our employment to take up a new 
fulltime role from September 2022. She has been able to restart her support work in 
local schools after COVID. We also employed a cleaner from late 2021. Other than the 
Family Outreach Worker, cleaner and Minister (Rev. Jayne Webb), TMC is entirely run 
by volunteers from the Church membership.

We are aware that the HSBC bank intends to start charging bank fees to charitable 
accounts from November 2021. We are encouraging church members to give by 
standing order to reduce the amount of cash to be banked. We are also moving to pay
as many bills as possible by Direct Debit, Standing Order, or BACS and to avoid raising
or cashing cheques.

The signed, audited TMC accounts were submitted to its governing body, the Church 
Council, on the 31st January 2023. They were submitted in draft on 25th October 2022. 
At the same meeting the RESERVES POLICY was discussed. This is the recommended 
minimum amount TMC retains to cover 6 months of essential expenditure. With a 
Family Outreach Worker and a cleaner, this was estimated at £30k - with the monthly 
assessment paid to Methodist Gloucestershire circuit included - or £20k without. If 
TMC has 3 months or less of operating funds we need to advise Circuit. The Reserves 
Policy was discussed at the 25th October 2022 Church Council and agreed 
unanimously. 

Minister’s Report for Tewkesbury Methodist Church year ending August 2022
This last year has slowly seen the church return to a semblance of normality following 
the final Covid restrictions being lifted.

We have been pleased to welcome new regular attenders amongst our congregation, 
some of whom have become members and others are considering joining. 

At our church council meeting we voted on our church building becoming authorised 
for same sex marriage and this was unanimously agreed by the meeting. The 
administration for this has now been completed and the building duly authorised. In 
addition, our church has also been listed on the Inclusive Church Register.

We have steadily made progress on our proposals for our Welcome Space project 
which is intended to increase the accessibility of the building in line with our seeking 
to be as inclusive as we are possibly able to be. The building will include a ‘Changing 
Places’ facility and we have recently achieved success in the grant applications for 
this purpose.

The worshipping life of our church continues with regular Sunday morning services for 
a more traditional style of worship and a Breakfast Club time of worship once per 
month for young families mainly but is very popular with members generally. 



Our focus currently is seeking to make partnerships with members of the local 
community as we share in the vision of all that our Welcome Space project is intended
to be.

Reverend Jayne E Webb

Minister - Tewkesbury Methodist Church


























