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HUDDERSFIELD ASTRONOMY SOCIETY
England & Wales · Charity number 1178943

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-06-27

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 14 Southlands
Kirkheaton
Huddersfield
HD5 0JU

Phone 07802722294

Website www.huddersfieldastronomy.org

Activities

Objects: THE OBJECT OF THE CIO IS TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF THE
PUBLIC IN THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF ASTRONOMY AND RELATED SUBJECTS
BY:ENCOURAGING THE PUBLIC INTEREST IN ASTRONOMY; AND/ORCIRCULATING CURRENT
ASTRONOMICAL INFORMATION; AND/ORFURTHERING THE EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE
PUBLIC AND OF MEMBERS, BY PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR THE ACTIVE PROMOTION OF AND
PARTICIPATION IN OBSERVATIONAL ASTRONOMY.

Activities: We aim promote and advance the education of the public in the theory and practice of astronomy
and related subjects, by encouraging the public interest in astronomy and/or circulating current astronomical
information and/ or furthering the education and knowledge of the general public and of members, by
providing facilities for the active promotion of and participation in observational astronomy.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Recreation

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1178943
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1178943
www.huddersfieldastronomy.org
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Geography

• Kirklees

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-06-30 £4,662 £3,981 - -

2024-06-30 £4,805 £8,803 - -

2023-06-30 £4,109 £6,236 - -

2022-06-30 £4,011 £4,684 - -

2021-06-30 £844 £2,662 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

ROBERT ANDREW WILLIAMS Chair 2018-06-28

DERECK TASKER 2022-01-25

GAIN LEE 2018-06-28

JUSTINE LEE 2019-11-22

SUSAN MARY WYLIE 2018-06-28

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1178943
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Huddersfield Astronomy Society 21  st   January 2026

Trustees Annual Report 2024-25

The Huddersfield Astronomy Society is registered as a CIO in England. Our registration number is 
1178943.

Our registered address is 14 Southlands, Kirkheaton.

HAS was founded on 22nd November 2018 taking over the assets and responsibilities of a previous 
unincorporated association, the Huddersfield Astronomical & Philosophical Society [registered as a 
charity in the UK registration number 507817].

Trustees

The following personnel are currently registered as Trustees of HAS:

Robert Williams President HAS
Gain Lee Observatory Director HAS
Susan Mary Wylie Secretary HAS
Justine Brown Digital Content administrator HAS
Dereck Tasker HRUFC member 
As some of the Trustees have now served a 3-year term since the formation of HAS as a CIO, they 
are duly available for re-election as Trustees at the 2025 AGM, which took place on 21st January 
2026. 
Dereck Tasker offered to resign in rotation and at the AGM on 21st January 2026 was duly re-
elected as a Trustee by unanimous vote
Alex Crossley-Fells has volunteered to become an additional Trustee. This was put to a vote at the 
AGM and was passed unanimously.

Organisational Structure

HAS operates with a group of Trustees – as listed above – who are responsible for ensuring that 
HAS meets its aims and objectives. 
Presently [January 2026] we operate with trustees who volunteered from within the membership of 
HAS. 
As yet no external Trustees have been appointed. A further drive will be made during 2026-27.
The current Trustees are also members of the Society's Committee.
In 2023-24, the Trustees agreed to set up and run a digital messaging service so that decisions 
requiring a quick resolution could be performed as well as a better means to communicate important
activities that the organisation wished to undertake. 
In the past 12 months the Trustees and Committee members have – once again - found this a very 
useful approach to facilitate the business of our Organisation, for when personnel are not reachable 
for a face-to-face discussion.
Since November 2019 we continue to build partnerships with two other organisations as detailed 
below:
a) The Huddersfield Rugby Union Football Club based a Lockwood Park, Huddersfield, HD4 6EN,
who we hire a room from to provide facilities to hold meetings and from where we run a 
Introductory Astronomy Course at least one per year. We have made a commitment to this 
organisation to continue to utilise their premises for our Meetings for the next 12 months at the 
minimum. 
b) YWT Stirley, Hall Bower, Huddersfield, HD4 6RP, with whom we are developing an observing 



site – known as the Garden of Stars - in partnership with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. In the past 
twelve months HAS has been part of a number of joint events at the YWT Stirley site and HAS has 
used significant financial resources as well as the time and effort of a number of our organisations' 
Volunteers – and those provided to us by YWT Stirley - to make the Garden of Stars a working 
outdoor space for educational outreach cementing our commitment to this joint venture for many 
years to come. We anticipate further development of this outdoor space in the coming years.

Aims and Objectives
HAS has a defined set of aims and objectives:
      a)   To help facilitate the observing of the objects of the night and daytime sky using 

suitable equipment obtained by grant funds supplied by outside organisations
      b)   To promote the understanding and observation of the night sky by the people of 

Kirklees
c) To help cultivate links to community and educational organisations in Kirklees who have

an interest in learning about the Night Sky
d) To promote the aims of objectives of our umbrella organisation the Federation of 
Astronomy Societies, of which HAS is a full member
We remain committed to these aims and objectives

Achievements and Performance 

During 2024-2025, the Astronomy Society consolidated its development plan as outlined in 
the Trustees Annual Report for 2023-2024.

We have resumed face-to-face meetings and continue to see enquiries about our activities 
grow.

We have also undertaken a small number of outreach activities with youth organisations and 
this remains an important facet of our Aims and Objectives as described above.

We completed an Introductory Astronomy Course in Autumn 2025 and are planning to start 
a further Course in October 2026 – if there is sufficient demand for it. 

This has been key to improving our cash flow over recent months and will be essential to 
continue our recovery during the months ahead.

Financial Review

Mr Rob Wylie remains in the role of Treasurer of HAS. 
Mr R Wylie has full control of all financial affairs of HAS, including liaising with our 

financial accountants and as a signatory on the HAS bank account. 
In 2024-25 HAS made a significant financial committent to YWT Stirley to develop an 

Observing Site. This was completed on time ans close to the expected budget. In the past 12 months
there has been a significant uptake of these facilities and we hope to continue this development over
the met 12 months and beyond.

In the past 12 months we have made significant use of the Garden of Stars at Stirley for 
members events.  We are encouraged by the commitment of our Members to this new opportunity 
and it also provides a small income to support out ongoing presence at YWT Stirley. We anticipate 
this will continue to grow in the future. 

Since we restarted Membership fees in Spring 2021 the Trustees are encouraged by the 
retention of established members as well as an influx of new members from course retentions and 
interested parties new to the organisation.

We hope that this will help us continue to secure our membership base.
There are no funds held by a custodian trustee.



Income and Expenditure

2025 2024

Income

Donations £1,000.00 £0.99

Membership subscriptions £1,135.41 £767.20

Lectures, Course fees & demonstrations £1,930.29 £2,671.47

Refreshments £478.59 £1,145.65

Bank interest £0.00 £0.00

Sale of equipment £117.97 £220.00

Other income £0.00 £0.00

£4,662.26 £4,805.31

Expenditure

Rent £3,190.00 £3,100.00

Course running £39.10 £26.74

Equipment purchase £0.00 £55.00

Lecture expenses £60.00 £140.00

Federation of Astronomical Soc £30.00 £30.00

Public Liability Insurance £55.00 £53.00

Refreshments £69.99 £521.21

Office costs £0.00 £99.49

Accountancy £0.00 £0.00

Legal fees £0.00 £0.00

Website costs £356.52 £364.52

Maintenance £0.00 £0.00

Utilities £0.00 £0.00

Observation site building costs £180.81 £8,803.10

£3,981.42 £13,193.06

Deficit /Surplus for the Year £680.84 -£8,387.75

Balance Sheet

Assets

Bank account £5,629.93 £5,395.00

Cash in hand £902.00 £99.00

Tabgible Assets reduced at 10% per annum £1,107.00 £1,231.00

Rent prepaid £1,800.00 £1,800.00

£9,438.93 £8,525.00

Liabilities

Creditors £0.00 £0.00

Net Current Assets £9,438.93 £8,525.00

Club Reserves £9,438.93 £8,525.00

Huddersfield Astronomy Society

Accounts for year 1/7/24 to 30/6/25



Approved by Board of Trustees

Signature:…............................................

Name:…................................................. Date:…..................
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Huddersfield Astronomy Society 16  th   January 2024

Trustees Annual Report 2022-23

The Huddersfield Astronomy Society is registered as a CIO in England. Our registration number is 
1178943.

Our registered address is 14 Southlands Kirkheaton.

HAS was founded on 22nd November 2018 taking over the assets and responsibilities of a previous 
unincorporated association, the Huddersfield Astronomical & Philosophical Society [registered as a 
charity in the UK registration number 507817].

Trustees

The following personnel are currently registered as Trustees of HAS:

Robert Williams President HAS
Gain Lee Observatory Director HAS
Susan Mary Wylie Secretary HAS
Justine Brown Digital Content administrator HAS
Dereck Tasker HRUFC member 
As some of the Trustees have now served a 3-year term since the formation of HAS as a CIO, they 
are duly available for re-election as Trustees at the 2023 AGM, which took place on 16th January 
2024. 
Robert Williams offered to resign in rotation and at the AGM on 16th January 2024 was duly re-
elected as a Trustee by unanimous vote

Organisational Structure

HAS operates with a group of Trustees – as listed above – who are responsible for ensuring that 
HAS meets its aims and objectives. 
Presently [January 2024] we operate with trustees who volunteered from within the membership of 
HAS. It is our intention to recruit new Trustees from outside our Organisation, in accordance with 
our Constitution, as we develop deeper links with partner organisations. 
The current Trustees are also members of the Society's Committee.
During the period June 2022 to June 2023 HAS resumed most of its face to face meetings as 
COVID restrictions allowed.
In addition the Trustees agreed to set up and run a digital messaging service so that decisions 
requiring a quick resolution could be performed as well as a better means to communicate important
activities that the organisation wished to undertake. 
Since November 2019 we have continued to build partnerships with two other organisations as 
detailed below:
a) The Huddersfield Rugby Union Football Club based a Lockwood Park, Huddersfield, HD4 6EN,
who we hire a room from to provide facilities to hold meetings and from where we run a 
Introductory Astronomy Course at least one per year. We have made a commitment to this 
organisation to continue to utilise their premises for our Meetings for the next 12 months at the 
minimum. 
b) YWT Stirley, Hall Bower, Huddersfield, HD4 6RP, who we are starting to develop and observing
site with, in partnership with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. In the past twelve months HAS has been 
part of a number of joint events at the YWT Stirley site and has begun a significant project to install
a dedicated observing facility at the site which we hope will be a long term project coming months. 



Aims and Objectives
HAS has a defined set of aims and objectives:
      a)   To help facilitate the observing of the objects of the night and daytime sky using 

suitable equipment obtained by grant funds supplied by outside organisations
      b)   To promote the understanding and observation of the night sky by the people of 

Kirklees
c) To help cultivate links to community and educational organisations in Kirklees who have

an interest in learning about the Night Sky
d) To promote the aims of objectives of our umbrella organisation the Federation of 
Astronomy Societies, of which HAS is a full member
We remain committed to these aims and objectives

Achievements and Performance 

During 2022-2023, the Astronomy Society made changes to its development plan as outlined
in the Trustees Annual Report for 2021-2022.

We have resumed face-to-face meetings and continue to see enquiries about our activities 
grow.

We have also undertaken a small number of outreach activities with youth organisations and 
this remains an important facet of our Aims and Objectives as described above.

We completed an Introductory Astronomy Course in Autumn 2023 and are planning to start 
a further Course in February 2024 – if there is sufficient demand for it. 

This has been key to improving our cash flow over recent months and will be essential to 
continue our recovery during the months ahead.

The completion of a significant phase of building and installations works at YWT Stirley in 
the past few months, including a substantial financial commitment by HAS, will – the Trustees hope
– have a transformative effect on our organisation as well as The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust at Stirley 
in the near future.

HAS has begun a program of joint events with YWT Stirley in recent months, which have 
significantly raised our profile and we hope to continue and build on those foundations in the 
months and years to come.

Financial Review

Mr Rob Wylie remains in the role of Treasurer of HAS. 
Mr R Wylie has full control of all financial affairs of HAS, including liaising with our 

financial accountants and as a signatory on the HAS bank account. 
We have completed the application to Inland Revenue to be accredited for Gift Aid which is 

now fully integrated into our accounting system. 
We have also broadened our financial acumen embracing digital methods of gathering 

payments.
Since we restarted Membership fees in Spring 2021 the Trustees are encouraged by the 

retention of established members as well as an influx of new members from course retentions and 
interested parties new to the organisation.

We hope that this will help us continue to expand our membership 
There are no funds held by a custodian trustee.



Huddersfield Astronomy Society
Accounts for year end 30th June 2023

Income and Expenditure
2023 2022

Income
Donations £190.21 £1,000.00
Membership subscriptions £879.70 £890.30
Lectures, Course fees & demonstrations £2,091.00 £1,736.00
Refreshments £948.25 £385.00
Bank interest £0.00 £0.00
Sale of equipment £0.00 £0.00
Other income £0.00 £0.00

£4,109.16 £4,011.30
Expenditure
Rent £2,400.00 £2,400.00
Course running £58.60 £8.00
Equipment purchase £0.00 £1,224.00
Lecture expenses £62.00 £112.00

£30.00 £30.00
Public Liability Insurance £32.00 £28.00
Refreshments £808.21 £164.10
Office costs £0.00 £296.32
Accountancy £0.00 £0.00
Legal fees £0.00 £0.00
Website costs £336.00 £321.92
Maintenance £1.59 £100.00
Utilities £0.00 £0.00
Observation site building costs £2,597.76 £0.00

£6,326.16 £4,684.34

Deficit /Surplus for the Year -£2,217.00 -£673.04

Balance Sheet
Assets
Bank account £13,655.49 £16,177.23
Cash in hand £583.81 £279.07
Tangible assets reduced 10% p.a. £1,368.00 £1,520.00
Rent prepaid £1,893.00 £1,893.00

£17,500.30 £19,869.30
Liabilities
Creditors £0.00 £0.00

Net Current Assets £17,500.30 £19,869.30

Club Reserves £17,500.30 £19,869.30

Approved by Board of Trustees

Federation of Astronomical Soc



Signature:…............................................

Name:…................................................. Date:…..................



Rent
Prepaid 2020 £1,800.00
Paid in Year £1,520.00
Less: Creditor 2020 -£325.00
Less: Prepaid 2021 -£1,200.00

2021 charge s/be £1,795.00 ??

Utilities
Paid 2021 124.97 Was the £124.97 included in the I & E 2020?
Less: Creditor 2020 -124.97

2021 charge s/be £0.00

Bank & Cash
Bank b/f £18,847.91
Cash b/f £99.00
Deficit for year -£1,817.57

£17,129.34

Bank c/f £16,923.14
Cash c/f £206.20

£17,129.34
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Huddersfield Astronomy Society 16  th   January 2024

Trustees Annual Report 2022-23

The Huddersfield Astronomy Society is registered as a CIO in England. Our registration number is 
1178943.

Our registered address is 14 Southlands Kirkheaton.

HAS was founded on 22nd November 2018 taking over the assets and responsibilities of a previous 
unincorporated association, the Huddersfield Astronomical & Philosophical Society [registered as a 
charity in the UK registration number 507817].

Trustees

The following personnel are currently registered as Trustees of HAS:

Robert Williams President HAS
Gain Lee Observatory Director HAS
Susan Mary Wylie Secretary HAS
Justine Brown Digital Content administrator HAS
Dereck Tasker HRUFC member 
As some of the Trustees have now served a 3-year term since the formation of HAS as a CIO, they 
are duly available for re-election as Trustees at the 2023 AGM, which took place on 16th January 
2024. 
Robert Williams offered to resign in rotation and at the AGM on 16th January 2024 was duly re-
elected as a Trustee by unanimous vote

Organisational Structure

HAS operates with a group of Trustees – as listed above – who are responsible for ensuring that 
HAS meets its aims and objectives. 
Presently [January 2024] we operate with trustees who volunteered from within the membership of 
HAS. It is our intention to recruit new Trustees from outside our Organisation, in accordance with 
our Constitution, as we develop deeper links with partner organisations. 
The current Trustees are also members of the Society's Committee.
During the period June 2022 to June 2023 HAS resumed most of its face to face meetings as 
COVID restrictions allowed.
In addition the Trustees agreed to set up and run a digital messaging service so that decisions 
requiring a quick resolution could be performed as well as a better means to communicate important
activities that the organisation wished to undertake. 
Since November 2019 we have continued to build partnerships with two other organisations as 
detailed below:
a) The Huddersfield Rugby Union Football Club based a Lockwood Park, Huddersfield, HD4 6EN,
who we hire a room from to provide facilities to hold meetings and from where we run a 
Introductory Astronomy Course at least one per year. We have made a commitment to this 
organisation to continue to utilise their premises for our Meetings for the next 12 months at the 
minimum. 
b) YWT Stirley, Hall Bower, Huddersfield, HD4 6RP, who we are starting to develop and observing
site with, in partnership with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. In the past twelve months HAS has been 
part of a number of joint events at the YWT Stirley site and has begun a significant project to install
a dedicated observing facility at the site which we hope will be a long term project coming months. 



Aims and Objectives
HAS has a defined set of aims and objectives:
      a)   To help facilitate the observing of the objects of the night and daytime sky using 

suitable equipment obtained by grant funds supplied by outside organisations
      b)   To promote the understanding and observation of the night sky by the people of 

Kirklees
c) To help cultivate links to community and educational organisations in Kirklees who have

an interest in learning about the Night Sky
d) To promote the aims of objectives of our umbrella organisation the Federation of 
Astronomy Societies, of which HAS is a full member
We remain committed to these aims and objectives

Achievements and Performance 

During 2022-2023, the Astronomy Society made changes to its development plan as outlined
in the Trustees Annual Report for 2021-2022.

We have resumed face-to-face meetings and continue to see enquiries about our activities 
grow.

We have also undertaken a small number of outreach activities with youth organisations and 
this remains an important facet of our Aims and Objectives as described above.

We completed an Introductory Astronomy Course in Autumn 2023 and are planning to start 
a further Course in February 2024 – if there is sufficient demand for it. 

This has been key to improving our cash flow over recent months and will be essential to 
continue our recovery during the months ahead.

The completion of a significant phase of building and installations works at YWT Stirley in 
the past few months, including a substantial financial commitment by HAS, will – the Trustees hope
– have a transformative effect on our organisation as well as The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust at Stirley 
in the near future.

HAS has begun a program of joint events with YWT Stirley in recent months, which have 
significantly raised our profile and we hope to continue and build on those foundations in the 
months and years to come.

Financial Review

Mr Rob Wylie remains in the role of Treasurer of HAS. 
Mr R Wylie has full control of all financial affairs of HAS, including liaising with our 

financial accountants and as a signatory on the HAS bank account. 
We have completed the application to Inland Revenue to be accredited for Gift Aid which is 

now fully integrated into our accounting system. 
We have also broadened our financial acumen embracing digital methods of gathering 

payments.
Since we restarted Membership fees in Spring 2021 the Trustees are encouraged by the 

retention of established members as well as an influx of new members from course retentions and 
interested parties new to the organisation.

We hope that this will help us continue to expand our membership 
There are no funds held by a custodian trustee.



Huddersfield Astronomy Society
Accounts for year end 30th June 2023

Income and Expenditure
2023 2022

Income
Donations £190.21 £1,000.00
Membership subscriptions £879.70 £890.30
Lectures, Course fees & demonstrations £2,091.00 £1,736.00
Refreshments £948.25 £385.00
Bank interest £0.00 £0.00
Sale of equipment £0.00 £0.00
Other income £0.00 £0.00

£4,109.16 £4,011.30
Expenditure
Rent £2,400.00 £2,400.00
Course running £58.60 £8.00
Equipment purchase £0.00 £1,224.00
Lecture expenses £62.00 £112.00

£30.00 £30.00
Public Liability Insurance £32.00 £28.00
Refreshments £808.21 £164.10
Office costs £0.00 £296.32
Accountancy £0.00 £0.00
Legal fees £0.00 £0.00
Website costs £336.00 £321.92
Maintenance £1.59 £100.00
Utilities £0.00 £0.00
Observation site building costs £2,597.76 £0.00

£6,326.16 £4,684.34

Deficit /Surplus for the Year -£2,217.00 -£673.04

Balance Sheet
Assets
Bank account £13,655.49 £16,177.23
Cash in hand £583.81 £279.07
Tangible assets reduced 10% p.a. £1,368.00 £1,520.00
Rent prepaid £1,893.00 £1,893.00

£17,500.30 £19,869.30
Liabilities
Creditors £0.00 £0.00

Net Current Assets £17,500.30 £19,869.30

Club Reserves £17,500.30 £19,869.30

Approved by Board of Trustees

Federation of Astronomical Soc



Signature:…............................................

Name:…................................................. Date:…..................



Rent
Prepaid 2020 £1,800.00
Paid in Year £1,520.00
Less: Creditor 2020 -£325.00
Less: Prepaid 2021 -£1,200.00

2021 charge s/be £1,795.00 ??

Utilities
Paid 2021 124.97 Was the £124.97 included in the I & E 2020?
Less: Creditor 2020 -124.97

2021 charge s/be £0.00

Bank & Cash
Bank b/f £18,847.91
Cash b/f £99.00
Deficit for year -£1,817.57

£17,129.34

Bank c/f £16,923.14
Cash c/f £206.20

£17,129.34



HUDDERSFIELD ASTRONOMY SOCIETY
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President's Report AGM 2022

The past 12 months have seen HAS beginning to return to its normal operations.
The easing of pandemic rules has allowed some degree of normality to be possible for 

meetings and related activities of HAS.
The Trustees of HAS have taken every opportunity to discuss ongoing Society business, in 

person by both outdoor and indoor gatherings following the pertinent Government mandated rules 
applicable at the time.

This has resulted in our Society being able to function at almost normal levels of activity.
This has to be put into context that we are still one of the few organisations of our type that 

have returned to normal operating, whereas others are still undertaking remotely run activities or 
have ceased operations all-together.

During the past 12 months my normal workload has been impacted by substantial amount of
shift-working – and I am grateful for many members being available to run meetings and other 
activities in my absence.

We have had a small number of invited speakers over the past 12 months, which have been 
well attended. This is in light of many Universities and related organisations pulling back from 
offering face-to-face meetings with their researchers, relying instead on remote presentations. 

I believe we have taken the right approach over the past year and hope that we will be able 
to organise more invited speakers and more frequently over the next 12 months. Some time ago I 
provided Gain with a list of prospective speakers and I hope to see some of them in the near future.

The restart of the Beginners Astronomy Course over the past 12 months has been a major 
success story for the Society both in terms of stabilising our cash flow and getting a useful influx of 
new members into the Society. I am indebted to Gain for taking over the organisation of the course.

There are significant challenges ahead but so long as we are careful and thorough in our 
approach we will be OK.

I sincerely hope that the next 12 months will see the organisation undertaking more of what 
it has done well in the past, both at HRUFC and at YWT Stirley Farm.

Finally, I would like to formally welcome some new faces to the Society's Committee and 
group of Trustees and thank them for their participation during the past 12 months. Thank you for 
your service to our organisation.



Huddersfi eld Astronomy Society

Account for Year ended 30th June 2022

tncome and Expenditure

Income

Donations

Membership subscriptions

Lectures, Course fees & demonstrations

Refreshments

Bank interest

Sale of equipment

Other income

Expenditure
Rent

Course running

Equipment purchase

Lecture expenses

Federation of Astronomical Soc

Publ ic Liability Insurance

Retreshments

C)ffice costs

Accountancy

Legal f-ees

Website costs

Maintenance

Utilities

Deficit /Surplus for the Year

Balance Sheet

Assets

Bank account

Cash in hand

Tangible Assets

Rent prepaid

Liabilities
Creditors

Net Current Assets

Club Reserves

.Approved by Board of Trustees
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Huddersfield Astronomy Society 27  th   December
2021

Trustees Annual Report 2020-21

The Huddersfield Astronomy Society is registered as a CIO in England. Our 
registration number is 1178943.

Our registered address is 6 Squirrel Court Fixby, Huddersfield.

HAS was founded on 22nd November 2018 taking over the assets and 
responsibilities of a previous unincorporated association, the Huddersfield 
Astronomical & Philosophical Society [registered as a charity in the UK 
registration number 507817].

Trustees

The following personnel are currently registered as Trustees of HAS:

Robert Williams President HAS
Gain Lee Observatory Director HAS
Steve Maxwell Committee Member – Mr S Maxwell stepped aside as 
Treasurer in Spring 2021, but continues as a Trustee of HAS. This change was
agreed by the Trustees.
Susan Wylie Secretary HAS
Justine Brown Digital Content administrator HAS
Anthony Summers Instrument Curator HAS
Christopher Ward Speakers Secretary HAS has given written 
confirmation of his intention to resign as a Trustee of HAS.  

Recently, HAS has been notified that some the Trustees wished to be released 
from their role.  Replacements have been approached and their appointment 
along with the upcoming resignation of 1 existing trustee will be confirmed at 
the next AGM in January 2022.

Organisational Structure

HAS operates with a Group of trustees – as listed above – who are responsible 
for ensuring that HAS meets its aims and objectives. Presently [December 
2021] we operate with trustees who volunteered from within the membership 
of HAS. It is our intention to recruit new Trustees from outside our 
Organisation, in accordance with our Constitution, as we develop deeper links 
with partner organisations. The current Trustees are also members of the 
Society's Committee.
During the period June 2020 to June 2021 COVID restrictions prevented the 
trustees from meeting in person. However a system of online meetings, 
organised via the Zoom platform, allowed the Trustees to discuss Society 
business based around a prescribed order of Meeting. From this decisions 
were made and acted upon – in an appropriate manner – by those trustees 
who have the necessary mandate to do so.
In July 2021,  face-to-face meetings of the Committee were restarted – 
following current Government guidelines governing social distancing and the 



rules agreed between HAS and HRUFC, from whom we rent a meeting space –
to comply with government COVID-19 requirements. 
Since November 2019 we have been building partnerships with two other 
organisations as detailed below:
a) The Huddersfield Rugby Union Football Club based a Lockwood Park, 
Huddersfield, HD4 6EN, who we hire a room from to provide facilities to hold 
meetings and from where we plan to run a Basic Astronomy Course twice 
yearly. We have made a commitment to this organisation to continue to utilise 
their premises for our Meetings when the current restrictions on public 
gatherings cease. We ave been in discussion with HRUFC to continue our 
association with them for the next 12 months.
b) Stirley Community Farm, Hall Bower, Huddersfield, HD4 6RP, who we are 
starting to develop and observing site with, in partnership with the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust. Activities at the Stirley Farm site are currently suspended since
March/April 2020. However we have kept in contact with the Trustees at the 
YWT at Stirley Farm and we remain committed to build our presence at the 
Farm site over the coming months.
We are starting to make more detailed plans in our activities for the next 6-12 
months, subject to any future changes in Government regulations 

Aims and Objectives

HAS has a defined set of aims and objectives:
      a)   To help facilitate the observing of the objects of the night and 

daytime sky using suitable equipment obtained by grant funds supplied by 
outside organisations

      b)   To promote the understanding and observation of the night sky 
by the people of Kirklees

c) To help cultivate links to community and educational organisations in 
Kirklees who have an interest in learning about the Night Sky

d) To promote the aims of objectives of our umbrella organisation the 
Federation of Astronomy Societies, of which HAS is a full member
We remain committed to these aims and objectives

Achievements and Performance 

During 2020-21, the Astronomy Society has put on hold its development 
plan as outlines in the Trustees Annual report for 2019-2020.

During early 2020, HAS decided to postpone membership fees – more 
details in the financial review below. However since early 2021, we restarted 
the membership process and have been very satisfied with the return of 
established members and some new recruits to HAS.

We have [since September 2021] restarted our Social Astronomy 
meetings. These began as outdoor events until the restrictions were changed 
by the UK Government to hold indoor events. Again we have been delighted 
with the turn out to these events and we have now [December 2021]  begun 
full meetings indoors. This will also include events with both indoor and 
outdoor components

We are also planning to restart our well established [before COVID] 
Beginners Astronomy Course in February 2021. This will be key to improving 
our cash flow over the coming months and beyond.



Financial Review

Because of government mandated restrictions to control COVID-19, our 
activities and as a consequence our financial results have been significantly 
impacted. 

Our financial position has been impacted again, in 2020-21,  however 
steps were taken to minimise outgoing fixed costs and we still retain a healthy
financial reserve.

Mr S Maxwell stepped aside as Treasurer due to family commitments 
and was replaced by Mr Rob Wylie who has taken on full responsibility in the 
role of Treasurer of HAS. This change was fully agreed by all Trustees and 
confirmed by a vote at a Committee Meeting. Mr R Wylie has full control of all
financial affairs of HAS, including liaising with our financial accountants and 
as a signatory on the HAS bank account.

We restarted Membership fees in Spring 2021 and so far are encouraged
by the uptake of discounted subscriptions that were available for a time as 
well as an influx of new memberships since.

We hope that this will help us retain our core – and expand on new - 
membership beyond the end of the COVID-19 crisis.

There are no funds held by a custodian trustee.



Huddersfield Astronomy Society
Accounts for Year Ended 30th June 2021

Income and Expenditure

Income
Donations

Membership subscriptions

Lectures, Course fees & demonstrations

Refreshments

Bank interest

Sale of equipment

Other income

Expenditure
Rent

Course running
Equipment purchase

Lecture expenses

Federation of Astronomical Soc

Public Liability Insurance

Refreshments
Office costs

Accountancy
Legal fees

Website costs

Maintenance

Utilities

Deficit /Surplus for the Year

Balance Sheet

Assets

Bank account

Cash in hand

Rent prepaid

Liabilities
Creditors

Net Current Assets

Cluh Reserves

Annroved bv Board of Trustees
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f1,200.00 f1,800.00

f.t8,329.34 f20,846.97

f0.00 f 1,089.00

L18.329.34 f.19.',|57.91

f.l8.329.34 f.19.757.91

2021

f.4t.60
f802.80

f0.00
f0.00
f0.00
f0.00
f0.00

2020

f221.00
L45',7.00

,1,993.00
L92.00

f 102.00

f3,000.00
f.126.00

f844.40

f 1,520.00

f0.00
f0.00
f0.00

f30.00
f28.00
f0.00
r0.00

f639.00
f0.00

f320.00
f0.00

f124.97

f 5,991.00

f2,822.00
,128.00
f 187.00

f 117.00

f37.00
L27.00

f46.00
f.162.00

f60.00
f 1,080.00

f,0.00

f 150.00

f.t47.00
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