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West Preston Methodist Church  

Reports for Annual Church Meeting – 10.30am 18th May 2025 
 

Ministers Report 

This last year has continued to be challenging but there are many more signs of hope and highlights to 

reflect on.  I very much appreciate the number of dedicated people who volunteer and support in 

various through the wide range of activities across West Preston Methodist Church, which makes all 

our wonderful work and fellowship possible.   Our thanks also to the Secretaries team overseeing our 

mission and providing reports in advance for us to read before our Annual Church Meeting. 

 

Just before Easter last year Simon Skidmore gave in his notice as our Youth, Children’s and Families 

Worker. This was sad news and having started my appointment as part of a team of 2 lay workers, to 

have none for the summer was quite a challenge. We had already faced challenges with our 

recruitment over the previous year however with Simon leaving we have been able to reorganise our 

Lay Worker into a new role which incorporates Community, Pastoral and Children & Families work. The 

circuit worked hard to enable this post to be advertised in the early summer and we were delighted to 

appoint Jennie Lockett into the role  to start in September.  She has brought much enthusiasm and has 

worked hard to settle into the post and West Preston church life.   We also worked on an Admin post to 

support the ministry team across West Preston Methodist Church, which is linked with the Circuit 

Administrator post to make a part-time post.  We have been thankful for Wendy Ferneyhough joining 

the team and for her dedicated work. 

 

Some of the highlights from the last year.  

I have noticed over the last year that our congregations are growing, it may be small but is evident. 

This would not happen without the welcome and hospitality shown by all of you.  New families at Ingol 

are making the Sunday School there more viable, although Zoe and Becca could do with more support.  

This also includes the operating the audio visual at both Ashton and Ingol where we rely on a few 

volunteers and when they are away, we are too stretched. Any support welcome, please talk to one of 

the team if you can help. 

  

Last summer’s holiday club went very well and was loved by the 20 or so children who came and 

wanted more.  We look forward to this year’s Mega Makers, with Jennie already working hard in 

preparation.  Our young people also enjoyed 3Generate and the Circuit Unleashed weekend – please 

see the Children, Youth and Families Report. 

 

The Advent and Christmas theme of ‘Hush the noise’ was much appreciated, a reminder of how the 

business of Christmas can crowd out the real meaning of Christmas. Then the recent ‘Soul Food’ Lent 

materials brought some great spiritual nourishment. Another successful Maundy Thursday Messy 

Church, Communion and meal, reflecting on how many scenes in Holy Week took place in or near 

gardens. Our Good Friday Service focusing on Luke’s gospel, which many had been reading in Lent, 

was very moving and lead in well into our Easter Celebrations.    In the last year we have welcomed 

five new members who have brought enthusiasm and willingness to serve into our Church family which 

has been much appreciated.  

 

Our community projects have continued with the @home café, Cottam Coffee Morning and Thrift shop 

supporting people in our communities and enabling many fruitful conversations.  The Cottam Coffee 

Morning now regularly attracts 20 people each Thursday. With Jennie now in place, she is supporting 

the volunteer teams and running the @home café in particular.  Recent training has included Mental 

Health Awareness training and Food hygiene training which was expertly run by Wendy Ferneyhough     

My thanks to all those who supported special events and / or weekly activities. The new, much needed, 

kitchen at Ingol is now in place and up and running, which will help facilitate our hospitality there.  

Thanks to all who helped make it happen.  
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One of our new initiatives this year has been the start of the Pub Quiz (non-alcoholic of course) by 

Jennie supported by a team of volunteers.  This has really developed quickly, read her report and we 

will hear more in our service.  

 

It is lovely to see different groups coming together providing opportunities to socialise when many feel 

lonely.  Even across volunteer teams the conversations shared are much appreciated. I think of the 

work of the Handy Fellowship who spend as much time having a cuppa as well getting on with useful 

maintenance work. Anyone interested see Steve Gregory.  

 

No church can survive without the generosity of its members. I notice in the Finance report that we 

have donated nearly £7000 over the last year to various charities and needs, which does not include 

the money raised for Share it! from the Thrift Shop.  

 

We have also built up a wonderful mission link with the Heavenly Education school in Pakistan.  I 

cannot put in words the appreciation they have for our support – we will show some pictures and a 

video in our ACM.  Please also pray for them, Christians in Pakistan face persecution and often have 

limited opportunities for education and employment. That the children have had new books and the 

teachers’ pay has been improved through our donations is thanks to you.  

 

As part of our meeting we will be launching our Mission Review for 2025, this is an opportunity for you 

all to be involved in the review of the mission of  ‘your’ church. This review will continue over the next 3 

weeks at the different activities of our church.  The feedback will be brought to our Church Away day 

on 7th June  - 10am at Hesketh Bank Methodist Church, including worship, refreshments and lunch, 

anyone is welcome to join us, we will be arranging lifts for those that need it. 

 

The coming year will bring new opportunities – as we develop and build up our ministry team, including 

Deacon Rebekah-Joy, Jennie Lockett, supported by Wendy Ferneyhough. Most of all thanks to all of 

you who make it all possible.  I look forward to continuing to serve here in West Preston, I’m excited as 

to what the coming year will bring. 

 

Love and blessings to you all, 

Rev Mike Grimsley 

 
 

 

  Lay worker report 

I have been working for West Preston Methodist Church for the past 9 months. I have settled into 

Preston, into the role, and into the Church.  

Children Youth and Family 

Part of my work involves the children, youth, and families work. I am pleased to see a good group of 

keen young people, and volunteers, at West Preston. We have a messy church which runs once a 

month, and I have been involved in the planning and delivering of this content. With the CYF team I 

have also begun to start planning the holiday bible club.  

I am also involved in share-it and whilst this largely falls into the social action category, part of the work 

I do with them is CYF focused. At the end of every term bags of hope go out to the local school to 

children who are in families who are struggling, my involvement is that in every bag is an activity pack 

of colouring and puzzles, which tell the story of the related Christian festival. Also included in this is a 

list of activities on offer at the local churches involved in share-it. These bags go to over 300 children.  
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A large focus of my time and energy between Christmas and Easter was on Unleashed. This was a 

circuit youth weekend, we had 20 young people attend this weekend, with 6 of them coming from West 

Preston. This was an amazing weekend, and it was wonderful to see the young people grow in their 

relationships with each other, but also with God. The teaching was on Joseph and understanding our 

potential. During the weekend the young people were involved in planning the circuit service, facilitated 

by the leaders, in which they spoke about what they had learned over the weekend. It was wonderful to 

see the young people speaking about God in front of so many people and I hope we can encourage 

and grow the young people from West Preston in this in the future.  

Social action 

The other main part of my role is facilitating the social action work of the church. In Cottam we have the 

Cottam coffee morning, we have a consistent number of people who come every week with some 

growth. Over advent and lent we have introduced a short five minutes at the end for a bible passage, 

short reflection, and a prayer. This has been well received, and we are hoping to make it a permanent 

addition to the mornings. Ingol has the thrift shop and Friday friends, both of these projects are a joy to 

be a part of. The thrift shop is part of share-it, it has both a café and a thrift shop. Friday friends has 

steadily grown, it reaches people in the local area and offers a safe and warm space for people to 

spend time together and share a meal. There have been a number of faith conversations amongst this 

group also. Ashton has the @home café which I am directly involved with the running of every week. 

We have 2 main groups which meet in these spaces and both groups have steady numbers with the 

craft group growing. The two groups that meet are a craft group, and a men’s mental health support 

group. I have trialled the pub quiz on Thursday evenings, this has been going well. We have a large 

number of the men from men’s mental health support group from the Wednesday. who also come on 

the Thursday, we have a few people coming from the local area who we had not previously had any 

relationship with. Plus, a good group of people from across the circuit. We have established a good 

routine with the quiz’s and are working to add in some faith conversations. I also spend some time 

supporting volunteers at the various projects and working on the ecumenical links in both Ashton and 

Ingol. In particular I attend the monthly share-it volunteers lunch. 

 

Circuit and Mission Group 1 

Part of my work has been doing some circuit wide work. I am involved in the NHS special interest 

group, and I have represented the circuit at the Preston Health Mela and other volunteer fairs. I have 

also been involved in some circuit youth work as well. As part of Mission Group 1 team I have done 

some work in some of the other churches across the mission group as well.  

Future 

I am positive about the future and development of the projects within West Preston, and the circuit. I 

would like to start something for the older children/teenagers at West Preston as I feel that Messy 

Church is no longer the right context to develop their faith.  

 

Jennie Lockett 

Layworker for West Preston Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

           PTO 
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  Social Action Report      

This year has been a mixed year with regard to social action as some things have been set aside and 

new things have started. 

Ashton site 

Tots Group are learning to be more independent as it is becoming more difficult to help set up and run 

the club.  Attenders at the group are stepping up and helping to run it themselves with minimal input 

from church members.  This is a well attended event and hopefully this format will help it to run in the 

continuing future. 

@Home café has seen some changes over the years.  It continues to support the craft group and the 

mens health group that meet regularly.  Going forward we hope to use the café to offer special coffee 

mornings supporting charity events every so often. 

A new development has been the Thursday night Quiz with a regular group of people supporting the 

event.  This is currently on a trial basis but with a view to developing it into an opportunity to share faith 

with church members and outside people.  The quiz has attracted outside people to join in from the 

mens health group and from the local community.  Your continued support of this is much appreciated. 

Ingol 

After being closed for 3 weeks, Thrift Shop is now benefiting from a brand-new kitchen at the Ingol site.  

Staff at all 3 sites underwent food hygiene training earlier this year and it is nice to see it all coming 

together.  Thrift shop has suffered with a lack of volunteers sometimes and needs regular volunteers 

like all our endeavours. 

Bags of Hope through Share-It continue to be a vital help to the needy and we thank Jenni for her input 

to the team organising this. 

Cottam 

Coffee morning continues regularly at the Community Centre with a regular group of people attending 

and some new people every so often.  Word is spreading in the community and the local PCSO’s often 

call in to address any issues and other support teams have also visited. 

For Christmas and Easter we had a short reflection towards the end of the morning.  This was 

appreciated by all and is something we hope to develop at other times of the year. 

We still hope to continue to offer the  Remembrance Day service this year.  This is always a well 

attended event by members of the local community. 

 

Going forward as the Social Action Group 

We are exploring how we can support the finance group with the work being done with the school in 

Pakistan. 

We will continue to support Jenni in her endeavours for the church as her work develops and she 

explores her faith. 

 

Gill Mason 

Secretary of Social Action Group 
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  Children, Youth & Families work   

Throughout the year at WPMC we have held a number of youth activities. Here is an update on each 

Activity 

Sunday School- we have seen a growth of the number of young people attending Ingol on Sundays, 

with an increase in volunteer support with the PA desk meaning we can do Sunday school in another 

room. The advantage of this is the quality of activity is better, and able to have discussion too. There 

have been some discussions about starting Sunday childrens work in the near future at both Ingol and 

Ashton. If you are able to support you would be welcome, even as a second adult for 

safeguarding reasons. Speak to Becca or Zoe.  

Bags of Hope- a partnership project with Share it! To provide children’s activities to go into every food 

package distributed by share it, at the end of each school term, including a paper-based activity pack 

and a few small craft items. The activity pack will also advertise Messy Church at ingol, and other 

ecumenical youth activities including holiday bible club sign up details. The next time will be at summer, 

money towards this outreach project would be gratefully appreciated. Over 300 bags shared at 

the end of each term, with an activity pack in each bag.  

Messy Church- every second Thursday of the month at Ingol.  5pm-6.30pm including a delicious meal. 

enjoyed by those that attend.  More volunteers are always welcome!  

3generate- 6 kids from WPMC and 40 kids from the circuit attended last year. We plan to attend again 

this year encouraging those that came to bring friends too.    Also open to adults volunteering- 

speak to Jennie or Becca if you are interested for 2025 

Baby and Toddler group- 10-12 noon Wednesdays at Ashton. Popular and well attended would 

benefit from more helpers to help the team with setting up and putting activities away.   

Holiday bible club 5-7th August 2025 theme Mega Makers. Volunteers needed, including admin 

support, food preparation setting up and decorating and helping to prepare craft activities. Please 

speak to Becca, Mike or Jennie if you can help, including before and after the holiday club   

The CYF team is also keen to develop links with other youth teams around the circuit, or mission area, 

and encourages circuit youth activities/ district youth activities, and a youth weekend in march that the 

leaders are involved in.  

Rebecca Ainsworth Youth Secretary  

 

 

 

  Property and Finance Report  
 

Firstly, my apologies for not being at the start of the meeting. I am planned to lead worship at Bamber 

Bridge, but will be at Ashton as soon as possible. If there are any questions, I’m sure other members of 

the committee will be in a position to answer them or they can be sent directly to me. 

The underlying finances of the church remain consistent, with small increases in overall income year 

on year. We continue to meet the assessment requested by the circuit whilst maintaining a deficit of 

less than £10000 as agreed by the church council. The deficit largely enables us to maintain our 

buildings at a standard that makes them attractive to our congregations and external users. The cost of 

lay workers is additional to the budget deficit. 

For the 2024/25 church year the circuit assessment has been halved for all churches. This will enable 

churches to rebuild their reserves, rebalancing what is held at church and circuit level.  In addition, 

churches have agreed to review their mission policies. More of that in other reports. 
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At the start of the current church year Jennie and Wendy were appointed as lay workers in the circuit. 

We continue to fund the additional hours beyond the level agreed with the circuit. 

As a church we have seen as significant increase in utility prices (gas & electric) over the last twelve 

months. Previous investment in led lighting and heating controls has reduced the energy demand. 

However, we do need to be careful in our use of energy. 

In the current financial year, a number of major activities have been completed including repairing the 

roof at Ashton and replacing the Ingol kitchen. We continue to invest in our buildings to ensure that 

they remain welcoming to the church and external users. 

As per last year I’ve included a statement on the donations we have made as a church either from 

specific collections or from church funds. The following table summarises our donations made in 

2023/24 

JMA 500 

All we Can 750 

Royal British Legion 100 

Action for Children 700 

Pakistan 545 

Easter Offering 600 

District world 650 

Transform Trade 150 

Methodist Fund for Property 500 

Support of Presbyters and Deacons 400 

Methodist Homes for the Aged 400 

Mission in Britain 840 

World Church 650 

 

Most of the work at Ashton and Ingol is completed by a small number of volunteers on a Thursday 

morning. If you are interested in joining the handy fellowship on a Thursday morning, we would love to 

see you. 

 

Steve Gregory 

Finance and Property Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

  Discipleship Report 

   As we moved into 2025 our circuit began its year of Faith development for us all to join in with. 

This will bring lots of opportunities to engage in different ways that will help us develop further the 

faith that we have in Jesus Christ.  There has already been a launch event. an evening with Rev 

David wood talking about King David and a singing afternoon with John bell from the Iona 

community talking about music and spirituality. These have been a great opportunity to delve deeper 

into our faith   

There are more events planned for across the year including an away day with Rev Phil Gough on 

5th July at Hesketh bank Methodist Church and opportunities to engage with some courses coming 

up in the Autumn . Please can I encourage you to join in with these events and see what God has to 

share with you, developing our faith and journey with him. If you need a lift to get there speak to Zoe 

don’t miss out  
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Bible study and shared prayer opportunities continue across the Ashton and Ingol sites see the 

notices for details. Over the year both sites have looked at a variety of bible study resources We are 

just starting a series exploring the Holy Spirit. That should take us up to and beyond Pentecost   All 

are welcome at either bible study group, see notices for times and venues. Speak to Zoe about 

Tuesday evenings at Ingol and To Rev Mike about Thursday afternoons at Ashton  There are also 

opportunities during the week to join in prayer face to face and online, speak to Steve Gregory 

about the online prayer 

At spring bank holiday weekend (23-26th of May) there is the Cliff Festival event at Cliff college 

Derbyshire. Becca and I will be going for the whole weekend with our tent, we would love to see you 

there for a day or the weekend engaging in an opportunity to go deeper in your faith, experiencing 

some great bible teaching and enjoying worship. There are also great opportunities for Kids to join 

their own fun filled sessions and to learn more about Jesus  Let us know if you are going to be there 

and we will look out for  you 

Cliff Festival - Cliff College   ( link to more details) 

 Looking forward we have Thy Kingdom come from the 29th of May to the 8th of June, we will be 

distributing resources to help you pray for others  and seek the coming of the spirit as we approach 

Pentecost this year. Thy Kingdom Come | Thy Kingdom Come ( link to more details) 

Coming up in June we will have Bible month. This year we are looking at the Gospel of John. We 

will be able to explore in depth this beautiful gospel   over four Sundays. Why not take that month to 

re-read the gospel of John for yourself and see what you can find in it 

If there are things that you would like to see happening in our church to help your discipleship and 

faith development , please speak to me and I will see what we can do to enable  each person to 

grow and develop in their faith 

                                                    Zoe Ainsworth discipleship secretary  

 

 

 

Pastoral & Safeguarding Report 

We've had another quiet year on the pastoral side, with three baptisms at Ingol and one at Ashton. 

We have had one funeral at Ingol, with another  one coming up shortly for the late Margaret Farrow 

at Ashton on 21st May at 1.15pm .  Many thanks to Wendy Ferneyhough for her help in doing our 

GDPR records update.  Many thanks for your assistance with this, there are only a few people who 

have not completed one of these, while a couple have moved on to other fellowships.  My thanks to 

the pastoral visiting team and all those who show pastoral care in various ways, particularly in this 

last year where I've been covering in other areas for there is reasons. 

We had a wonderful celebration for Zarish’s Confirmation just after Easter and we welcomed 5 new 

members into our West Preston Church Family in October.  

We have done a lot of work in the last year updating our records of volunteers and undertaking DBS 

checks, as well as renewing the DBS’ that are expiring. There have been a good number of people 

who have undertaken the Safeguarding training. If anyone needs training in safeguarding to let 

Sandra or John Atkins know the names and they will arrange training. Jennie and Rev Mike will 

review records and let people know in due course.  

 

 

https://www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/cliff-festival#:~:text=Cliff%20College%27s%20annual%20Festival%20is%20full%20of%20Spirit-filled,and%20we%27ll%20be%20exploring%20our%20theme%2C%20%27Holiness%20Calling%27.
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/





















