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During 2022, Windmill worshipped inside at the Methodist Chapel and outside in the woods for our 
children’s and families work (Forest Church).  On second Sundays we held informal services of sung 
worship, bible teaching and prayer in the Chapel, followed by a light fellowship meal. By the end of 
the year, this service was back to using the indoor technology for words to songs and microphones. 
We shared communion together, when Revd Crystal joined us in November 2022.  Early in the year 
it was suggested that a prayer meeting be held in the Chapel on fourth Sundays to be led by Yvonne, 
Chris and Dian, with oversight from Glenda. This was a lovely informal addition to our other 
meetings.  The weekly bible study continued via zoom throughout the year. 
 
The main growth in the Church family was through Forest Church, which is run in partnership with 
‘A Little Bit Wilder Ltd’.  Laura and her husband, Wes, plan, supply and run the faith-based aspects 
of the sessions.  The Forest Church community was beginning to get to know each other and care 
for each other in and outside of sessions.  The response from parents and children was 
overwhelmingly positive and we began to grow a core group of regular attendees.  Some themes in 
the Forest were Easter, Harvest, a Light Party, ‘Jesus Light of the World’ including Christingle and 
in December a wonderful nativity in the woods with a ‘stable’ made by some of the children, and 
adults and children all taking part in the nativity play.  In the Summer holidays, some families camped 
overnight together in the Forest.  
 
Windmill ran a Just Giving Fundraiser to pay for a portable chargeable PA system so we can have 
music in our Forest Church sessions. The full amount of £515 was raised to cover this cost.  As a 
way of linking our Forest Church families with the rest of Windmill, we ran a Posada (knitted figures 
of Joseph, Mary and the all-important donkey moving from house to house before Christmas) in 
December, which was a well-received and enjoyed activity.  A hamper of food was provided for a 
family in need as our Christmas giving.   
 
We continued to work with St Mary’s and the Methodists as part of Churches Together in Bottesford.  
As members of Leicester diocese, Windmill and St Marys are moving towards becoming part of a 
‘Minster Community’ which is the new model for churches in the diocese. Windmill were invited to 
contribute towards meetings and paperwork for the appointment of a Growing Faith Minister who 
will be licensed to St Mary’s and the parishes of Muston, Redmile, Barkestone and Plungar.   
 
The Methodists invited Windmill to help deliver ‘Praying the Streets’ flyers to a section of the village, 
and Windmill distributed our share of flyers towards the end of the year. CTiB also produced joint 
Easter and Christmas Cards and ran the World Day of Prayer service together. There were several 
joint services including an outside service led by Windmill in the summer, outdoor ‘Songs of Praise’ 
at St Marys in the sunshine and the Methodist Covenant Service in January.  Windmill again 
coordinated a community Christmas tree-lighting and carol singing event in early December on 
behalf of CTiB, working with the Parish Council, Vale of Belvoir Lions and the Friends of the Primary 
School. This was attended by over 100 people including many children. 
 
Laura and Glenda have regularly attended Deanery meetings including Greater Chapter, which is a 
meeting for Ministers, both lay and ordained.  They also took part in the Pioneer-led Christmas 
Deanery Synod and some of the Kindling meetings, which are local gatherings of Pioneer Ministers. 
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