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8T JATEE's ALTffi CK URC CHASUTY

STAIEilEiTIT OF FIMNCIAL ACnvmES
FORTTIEYEAR ENDED 3{ST December 2025
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BAT.ANCESHEET

AS AT3'ST DECEHIBER AN25

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible Fixed Assets
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ST JAMES'S ALNWICK URC CHANIY
NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OT FINANCIAL ACTM'IES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2025

1 tccorrHTtNc PoltctEs

1a Basis of A@unilng
The f,mncial sbtements have be€n prepared in acardafce witi tie Statement of Recommended Practie: A6ouning and Reporting by Chariti6
isud by the Charity Commission and the United Refomed Church guidance. Th6 actrual$ basis of accounting has bH adopted

where deemed rele€nt and the principal accounting poli6i6 set ost bdw have been applied.

'lb Fund Accounting
UnrosticEd funds ar6 a\iailablo for uEe at the discretion of the ohurch in furtherance of its charitable objectivs. Resticted iunds are subjected
to rstrictions on their qp€nditure imposed by the donor, or conbined in the larms of a graril.

1c Tangible Fixed Assels
. Property: The church and manse premisE are not included in the balance sheet becaus€ rgliable cosl infomation is not aEilable and

valuatlon wuld incur significant costs which urould b€ onerous compared with the addiliffal ben€fit gained by 01e usr ot the Amunts. A note af
the iosuEnce sluatim is shryn in Notes to the Acmunts - Na 9. Plas note that the Manse was soid in N{vember 2O5-

FuBiturc and Equipment The 8r{en6 ot ihe premis6 are not aplbli*d in the affiunb becawe expenditlre incurd on the prop€tty Ms
witten off in the yar it ffis incurred. Se6 again Nots b the Ac6uots - No I

1d ln@ming Rffiurces
All rclunbry gMng is inoludBd in the financial sffiements for tho period in which it is re6eived. For purpffi of clarifi€tion, tax refunds
claimed ftom gift aided donauons have b€en reognised as income when th6 refund of tax is received. Lqtraci6 are a@urted for whon
thei, rec€ipt is clrtain aod can be properly quaf,tified. All other in6me is generally recognised wtlen it i6 @ired, including VAT wbich may bo
rsor'eEble under the Listad Pla6 ol WoEhip Grant Scheme. lncr€s or Decrease in Market Valuo of lN6tments is taken from
tie report prwided by our Fund Manager at 31st December in the curent y€r.

1e Rsur€ Expended
The URC Ministry & Mision Fund ronkibution is paid regrlarly and is ircluded in the finaicial statsm€nts for trre )€at to which it relate€.
Rsourresexpendedareremgri*dintheperiodinwhichth€yarciacufredandincludeattributableVAT.{S*alsonateldab6E). Theyare
all€ted to the particular actiyiry i6 which lhey relate-

As most of the managemen! and ac'tiviiy ol the church is €rried out by volunteers, thi6 intangible cost is f,ot included in lh€ financial siataments
as this voluntary mntribution !o the life of the church is incalculable.

1f Tdation
As part of the United Refomed Church, the church is an axepted ehadty within the mearing of the Tdes Acts. A@rdingly, it is potentially

' exempt from taretion in reap€ct of income and €pital gains receiwd to the 6xbrt that such in6me or gains ate apptied to exclusively
charitable purpos. No provision for tamtion has ben made in these financial siatements.
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ST JAIiEES ALMMCK UNC CHARITY
NOTES TO THE STATE,TIEI{T OF FII.IANCIAL A TMTIES
FOR THE YEAR ENOED SIST DSEifrBER AEI

ltlv68n€nt lncome
During 2025, the chadty held curent and depocit
accounts with Lloyds Eank and have an lnvedtmert
Fund-

Drav/dM from Legacy lnvesfrfi€nt

Elank lnterest

lncome Rrsourc€s f?o|ll O&er Charihue Acts
Weddings and Funerals
Sundry income

Ministry & Mission tund
Ministef s Car Allou,ance

Man6e Costs

Wolship and Tsaching CGts
Wor6hip, Lk ences and Music
Pulpit Supply

C0Btr of Chureh lctiuatirs
Church and Hall$ ks:

Utilitie6

lnsu,ance
Repairs & Renew:al$, Planned Mntnce
Bookins sofrurare, General ofi Ea, Broadband

Cleaning, Kitchen and Supplies
Web€ite and Publicity
Bank Charges

ztxu

Fund
ResticiEd Fuffts

GEngral
Fund
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Floyrer
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2
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t
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€

TaxiFunat cor|lmitreil
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28928

xa 25S 26,789
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Total lncom€ 77JsO __99,83L_

6 ilinisterial Gesn3

tlinlriry A ilBsion Fund
The church conbibutge to the csnfal URC co6t5 of Aaining and preiding ministsrs (including lha entralis€d payment of stipcnds, penGion Contributioffi and
o&er bon€fiG tor ministsre), running th€ dsomination and the wider miasiona of the netional church. ln 2924, coll6ctive gMng b the M8M Fund r6achsd 1 0.2m,
towards a total income in 2024 oi 18.5 m.
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STJAMES'S ALNWICK URC CHARITY
NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THs YEAR ENDED 3'ST DECEMBER 2025

Other Proorammes

Outreach and Other Donations
Tad Fund (Original)

Other Expenses
Wedding & Fu*eralfees
Sundry Expenditure {hcl Reimbursable lterns)
Subscriptions
Carbon Footprint Offset - Americas Portfolio

Balan@ broughi loMrd
Drawn dou 2025
Net unrealised i*estnent gain

Balance canied fffird

Oebtols and Accruals

A6rual has boen made for the follciding inmme

Nit

12 Currcn: Liabili6es and Provisisng
Prryision has ben made tor $e follffiirg exFeoditurc

AA Tais - Desembet
MMCS CleanaE - Dffimber

2{X
Uarestristed I nogi"tec runo"
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General

Fund
e
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Florver
Fund
t

Total
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E

Taxi Fund Comnitmefi
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1,506
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100
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110
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348
110
395
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395
853

86,874 107,595
- (26,500)

2,445

389
15,0m

--'--'-17@

---*-fi?,r?-

5,179
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I Sp€cifie Donations and Resiristd Funds Passed On

ln 2025, re arc supporting lsEel & Pal6tinian Tsffitori6

Commitment for Life Payment
Northern Synod lgnite Donation
Specific CausedFunerais - Payments

475
r.254

Total Expenditur€

I TangibleFix€dAssets
Premises:
For the raasons stated in Accoundng Policy nste 1c, the church and manse buildings are not evaluated in Tangible Fixed Assets. For
insurance purposes, the sums are: Church Buildings Declared Valuo e8,588,188. The Manse insurance ms dered in URC Northcm Synod Trust Bl@k Policy

10 lnv*tnontc

3.200 3.M
xroTa 9074

lnyestmen6 ffipris $e baiane cd The Gordon Wood Legacy, invested in a Standard Lifre ElerEte GeneEl Inv€tment Ac@unl Within that account,
the principal holding (c9 ) is in a Liontrust Sustainable Future Managed ln@me Fund- The balance of &e accourt is held 6 rch in a mon€y
market affiunt

86
510

86
510



ST JAIIES'S ALNWCK URC CHARITY
NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINATIICIAL ACTMTIES
FOR THE YEAR EiIDED 3'ST OECEMBER 2O2I

12 Rffita.lFuftl3
The church acc@nt8 irElude th,ea R6stJic.t6d Funds, whee the tnoni6 csn only be ured for the specific purpoco for whicfi they rere sntrustBd i0
the cturch- These mcni6 are not at thg dBpGal af the Chutch MeetirE fcr any other prrpose:

1) Commitsnert for Life Fund - th. church takes part in the URC init atiw to support specifio prejects on an or{oit}g basis.

tncome for lfie full year is usually pqid o*er to the URC on an annHl basis at the b€ginning of the follffiing year

2) Flonier Fund - Eequsst of €500 uxar rEoi'r€d duting 2012.
3) Taxi Fund (Fom 2025) - Oonations flom 2025 oftwards are rgstric€d. Taxi Transpod B paid fotr memb613 'rvith restsictad mobility

ThB margmedts in the R6stict€d Funds during the yaar $,3re:

Balance hli..d
DirectGMng
GiftAid lncome
ToEl lrcme:

Reeticted Funds Pagsod On
Accru€d ExpenditJre - Specffic Caueea
A6ru€d lncome
Total Ee€nditure:

Balane to carry Fomrd

I

f- zrrrl---1
Florrcr Taxi Fund Commltmem Total
Fund (Frofi 2020) For LtfE frit$

2S6 M 333
- 388 4BS 785 38S
- - 7A 70 __-_-__-__-_----:298 380 475 1,151 72

'- 1zs ; .3;

-

- - 475 475 4b
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ST JAMES'S ALNW|CK URC CHARITY
FINAHCIAL STATEHENTS YEAR ENOED 3{ST DECEIIIBER a)25

TREA$URER'S STATETIEHT .

I have prepared the financial statements on pages 1 - 6 for the year ended 31st December 2025

S(7ned:

Date 31st January 2026

flt



CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Report to the trusteesl
membenr of

On accounb for the year
ended

Set out on pages

Responsibilities and
basls of report

lndependent
examiner's statement

Signed:

Name:

R-elavant prolessiona I
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

Address:

1-6

I reBor{, to the trustees 6n my examirration of the accouRts of the above
chartty ('the Trusf) forthe yearended 31s Decembrlr?:}Zt

As the charity trusiees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements sf the Gharities Act
2011 ('the Acf).

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts canied out
under sectron 145 ot the 2011 Act and rn carrytng out my examinatlon, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Chartty Commission
under section 145(5Xb) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matterc have
come to my attention (other than that disclosd belout *) in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:

o accounting records were not kept in accordance wtth section 130 of
the Act or

o the accounts do not accord with the accouriling records

I have no concems and have come across no other matters in conneotion
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper uncierstanciing of the accounts io ire reacircd.
* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do nat apply.

Date: t Z/i4p./..qt "ZeZ-t,

I f-, * y,l v, +t-t r i

A*tl6Y>usu: / Sr'gp?r7 L^antq

/*e sg,i.&Y

| 4r*, w tLt< NeuL 3Por

I ndependent exam i ner's
report on the accounts

St James's Alnwick URC Chanty

h.*"t4 At,

Only complete if the examiner needs to highiighi maiters of concern (see CC32,
lndependent examination of charig accourils: directions and guidance for
examinerc

IER October 2018
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rllcr.laca

IIER October efi8



ST. JAMES'S ALNWCK URC CHARTTY

Pottergate, Alnwick, Northumberland

Charity Registration Numbgr: LL78326

TRUSTEES REPORT2Ozs

Structure, Governance & Management:

Trustees who have served between 1st January 2025 and the date of this Report:

Church Coordinators
And Secretary: Liz Spence and Julie Wighfrnan
Church Treasurer: Jean Barr
Elders: Henry Crosier

Kay Hetherington
Madeline Russell

Wade Sherman
David Wilkinson
Margaret Wilkinson

St James's Alnwick is a member church of the United Reformed Church in Great Britain which was

established by the 1972 United Reformed Church Acts. The church has its own Constitution and

Governing Documents as approved by the Church Meeting.

The Trustees (serving Elders) are elected by the Church Meeting of 5t Jameds Alnwick URC.

Management decisions are taken by the TrusteeJ Meetings and formally ratified by the Church
Meeting. All management decisions are approved by consensus or majority at properly constituted
meetings.

Objectives a nd Activities
The obJect of the Charity is the advancement of the Christian faith for the benefit of the
public in accordance with the Scheme of Union of the United Reformed Church.

To meet this objective, the Charity supports the wider councils of the United Reformed Church
through giving and participation. The Charity also provides regular acts of worship, promoting
Christian teaching which is in accordance with the traditions of the United Reformed Church. The
Charity recognizes the importance of working with other faith communities on an ecumenical basis

and is an active member of Christians Together in Ahwick.

The Trustees are aware of the Charity Cornmission'sguidance on public benefit and believe that this
requirement is met by the activities set out in the reports below.

Further and more detailed, information on the activities of the Charity may be found in the extracts
below, taken from Reporti provided by the Church Co-Ordinator and Joint Church Secretary and the
Treasurer.

31* December 2O25

+



Ghurch Centre Coordinator Annual Report (Extfrast)
Year Ending 31st December 2025
Office Bearer Liz Spence
Joint Church Secretary Jutie Wightman

This was the first futt year fottowing our minister's retirement in nprit 2024. lt has been

chattenging but we thank the congregation for at[ their support and encouragement. We are

happyto reportthat Northern Synod have nowatso appointed a ministeras our Pastora[ Friend,

who witl be abte to answer our questions as they arise, attend some Etders Meetings and who

has agreed to preside at atl our morning communion services. We are very gratefut to have this

support.

St James's is part of the recently formed North Northumberland Pastorate of six churches. A

Steering Group hotds regutar meetings and we are making progress in preparation for declaring

a vacancy taterthis year. Atl. six churches recognise the need to worktogether to make the new

Pastorate work

Our Membership sits at 73 members and about S0friends. We had two funerats in the church

and one memoriat service. There were no weddings or baptisms. We were pteased to wdcome
members of the tocat Methodist Church who wish to worship with us after their buitding was

ctosed and we are atways pteased to wetcome visitors, either visiting famity or on hotiday.

Our fears that our worship numbers might decrease have not been realised and we are pteased

that attendance has been steadywith an average of 48 in the morningand'12 at the two evening

services a month. We thank our Putpit Suppty $ecretary for his hard work organising putpit

suppty and to the Worship Group for teading worship on a regutar basis. The Alnwick Quakers
stitt hotd their worship meeting weekty in the church.

ln August we hetd a "Vision Day'to review our St James's Mission Statement of

'A wetcoming church, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, focused on outreach and support
within the Al.nwick community and beyond."

We invited a facititator from Northern Synod to lead the morning when the 24 peopte who

attended discussed how we thought this mission statement coutd hetp ptanning for the future of
this church and its congregation. This was fottowed by tunch. Another day is ptanned for earty
2026.

We have hetd a few sociat events Ouring tfie year that inctuded a tunch after the Harvest Festivat

in September and coffee mornings in aid of Church Funds and Charity as wett as a Domino
Drive in aid of Christian Aid. Much enjoyed by att.

It was our "turn" to host the Synod Meeting in October at St James's, and it was good to
welcome otd friends and new and to have intere$tingtatks and discussion.

Our premises are widety used for ecumenical use. Churches Together in Atnwick and its
umbrelta organisations usethe buitding. We host MessyChurch, lgnite Projects, inctuding

Open the Book, (taking Bibte Stories into schools), Lenten Lunches and the regularfortnightty
ecumenical coffee mornings which gives a wetcome to atl,.



The Church buitdings also continue to be wetl used bythe Atnwick communityfor a variety of

uses. Many groups meet regularty - Choirs, Civic Society, Music Concerts as wetl as support

groups, training and social gatherings. Unfortunatetg the Girt Guides, Brownies and Rainbows

were disbanded this year.'The buitdings continue to support the church and letting out the hatls

raised tI 5,000 this year.

ln October, we received the report from the Quinquenniat visit. This yisit (organised by Northern

Synod) carries out an extensive review of our buitding and identifies work that needs to be done .

within specific time scates. Fol,towing a meeting to discuss this, 5 priorities were identified in the

urgent category

a, Guttering, b, Roof Repairs, c, Fire Regutations and d. Structural lssues. The Finance and

Property Committee witt address these concerns in due course.

Our buitding is otd, Grade 2 tisted and requires constant monitoring. The roof continued to need

work over 2025, so the scaffotdlng seemed to be up for a tongtime.

Fol,towing our minister teaving the Manse in ApriL 2A24, Northern Synod put the house on the

market, and the sate eventuatty went through with the new owners pleased to move in in

November 2025. During the time it was empty we are grateful to members of our Finance &

Property committee for checking the premises erch week and making sure that it was

maintained. We expect to receive 50% of the proceeds from the sate.

We thank our Editor for his continued work on the Newstetter, Pitgrim Ways. lt is pubtished

fortnightty and emailed out or posted outto those without etectronic support. Hopefuttythis

keeps peopte up to date with Church and Synod news. We also receive the Synod news every

fortnight.

As Joint Church Secretaries, we hope that, with your help, St James's witl continue to be

proactive and respond to both your needs and those tiving in our communrty. We each have

different skitts and we share responsibihtyfor ourvarious tasks, inctuding managingthe hatts,

ptanning, poticy writing and documentation.

We are going through many changes, and the future wil.[ not be easy, butwith you supporting the

Etders and the Church groups, we shatl continue to work together to continue God's work in this

community.

Liz Spence and JutieWightman

)anuary2A26

Ghurch Troasurer's Annual Report (Enract)
Yearending: 3'lst December2025
Offlce Bearer: Jean Barr

Genera[ Expenditure: ln common with other URC churches, we pay an annual sum to the URC

Trust to sustain Ministry & Mission in the wider church, this being our biggest item of

expenditure. Our contribution, at 133,273for2025, remained simitarto2024 (833,606). White

we have been without a minister since April2024,we continued to be responsibteforthe

maintenanee of our Manse untit it was sotd in November 2025, When we are finatly abte to



make the Cal.t for a new minister, we know that we wi[ share this minister with the other five

churches in the North Northumbertand Pastorate, namety Longframtington, Rothbury St

Andrew's Gtanton, St Mark's Ambte and Wooler United Reformed Churches. ln due course, it is

hoped that a suitabte Manse witt be purchased bythe Trustto service atl congregations within

our Pastorate, Running costs for such a manse, as welt as ministeriat expenses, woutd be

shared.

White many areas of expenditure stayed ctose to or within budget, *" no,rb," exception was

Roof Repairs (f9,000), fottowing emergency roof repair work which had started at the end of
2024. AListed Ptacesof WorshipGrantoffsetsorne!3,985againstthe$ecosts. Wewere
pleased to note that Electricity and Gas costs (€8,230) came in at tess than budget (t10,000).

They do, however, remain a concern, and we witt continue to monitor those.

No Legacy Grants were made in 2025. However, we received E1 1,250 from our Northern

Province Trust to pass on as funding for lgnite, a locat Christian charity who focus on youth and

schoots'work. Other donations and outreach funding made were covered by matching income.

lnctuding the above, total expenditure in 2025 was 892,893 against a budget of 171 ,537. ll
shoutd be noted that the 911 ,25A passed over to lgnite had not been part of our budgeted

expenditure or income.

General Income: Our main lncome in 2025 came from our Offertory. This came in above

budget at 833,661, an increase from 832,131 in 2024. White this, in itsetf, is encouraging, we

must remain very mindfut of our own Freewitt Giving. ln recentyears, we have been heavity

retiant on drawdowns from ourWood Legacy lnvestment (reported separatety below), which
may not be sustainabte over the longer term.

lnctudingthe matched fundingforthe expenditureitems reported above, ourtotaI lncomewas

'77 
,460 against a budget of €56,875. The net overspend was 11 5,434 against the projected

overspend of 814,662. The Generat Fund carries fonrard 916,822 into 2026, which compares
with 832.256 brought forward,

It must be noted that we have not made any allowance in our accounts for the anticipated
proceeds from the sale of the Manse as we had no notification of when we might receive these.

Wood Legacy Fund: The estimated vatue of our investments at the end of 2025 was 89A,A74, a

stight increase during the year. No drawdowns were made during the year.

Commitment for Life Fund: Commitment for Life income is received from direct gifts, and from
tax recovered on gift aided offerings. The totat paid over to URC in London was t475, a stight
increasefrom the t389 paid in2024. We heLd a Commitmentfor Life Service duringtheyearto
inform our congregation about where these Funds go, and we hope this may resutt in increased
contributions.

Once again, our gratitude goes to atl our congregation and friends for the continuing support of
our church, both financial. and pastorat. My personal thanks atso go to the Elders and the
members of the Finance & Propefi committee for their invatuabte work and support. Speciat
thanks again go to our Examiner of Accounts, for avaiting us of his time and expertise.

Jean Barr
February2026


