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DEAN FOREST RAILWAY MUSEUM TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 1178157

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-04-30

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Norchard Station
Forest Road
Lydney
Gloucestershire
GL15 4ET

Phone 01594845840

Email museum@deanforestrailway.co.uk

Website www.deanforestrailway.co.uk

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1178157
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Activities

Objects: TO ACQUIRE AND TAKE OVER ALL THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE PRESENT
UNINCORPORATED BODY KNOWN AS THE DEAN FOREST RAILWAY MUSEUM TRUST. TO
ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A MUSEUM FOR THE CONSERVATION AND EXHIBITION OF ITEMS OF
HISTORICAL INTEREST FORMERLY ASSOCIATED WITH OLD RAILWAYS AND IN PARTICULAR, BUT
NOT EXCLUSIVELY, THE SEVERN AND WYE RAILWAY CO., RAILWAYS/TRAMWAYS IN THE FOREST
OF DEAN LOCALITY, AND RELATED RAILWAY COMPANIES. SUCH MUSEUM TO BE LOCATED ON OR
NEAR THE ROUTE OF THE FORMER SEVERN & WYE RAILWAY IN THE FOREST OF DEAN AND BE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC IN OLD RAILWAYS, RAILWAY HISTORY AND BUT
NOT EXCLUSIVELY, THE SEVERN AND WYE RAILWAY COMPANIES, AND TO SHOW HOW SUCH
RAILWAYS RELATED TO THE FOREST OF DEAN AREA.TO ADVANCE PUBLIC EDUCATION,
LEARNING AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT BY THE ACQUISITION, RESTORATION, PRESERVATION AND
EXHIBITION OF HISTORIC RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES, VEHICLES, COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT AND
INFRASTRUCTURE ASSOCIATED WITH BUT NOT EXCLUSIVELY, THE SEVERN & WYE RAILWAY,
RAILWAYS IN THE FOREST OF DEAN & GLOUCESTERSHIRE. TO ADVANCE PUBLIC EDUCATION
AND LEARNING BY THE CONSERVATION AND EXHIBITION TO MUSEUM STANDARDS OF
DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS OF HISTORIC, TECHNICAL AND ACADEMIC INTEREST ASSOCIATED
WITH THE TRAMWAYS AND RAILWAYS OF THE FOREST OF DEAN AS THE CHARITY TRUSTEES MAY
FROM TIME TO TIME DECIDE.TO ADVANCE PUBLIC EDUCATION AND LEARNING BY THE
PUBLICATION OF PAMPHLETS, BOOKLETS, PERIODICALS OR BOOKS IN HARD COPY OR
ELECTRONIC FORM RELATING TO THE TRAMWAYS AND RAILWAYS OF THE FOREST OF DEAN TO
ENSURE CONTINUITY OF PRESERVATION FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.TO SEEK AND MAINTAIN
ACCREDITED MUSEUM STATUS OF THE ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND OR ANY SUCCESSOR OR
SIMILAR ORGANISATION REGULATORY SCHEME FOR MUSEUMS.IN FURTHERANCE OF THE ABOVE
OBJECTS THE CIO SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO RESTORE AND REPAIR ITEMS IN THE MUSEUM
COLLECTION WHERE EVER POSSIBLE.

Activities: The charity operates a railway museum in the main building of the Dean Forest Railway,
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Classification

• How: Provides Services, Provides Advocacy/advice/information, Sponsors Or Undertakes Research

• What: Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Gloucestershire

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1178157
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £9,650 £8,565 - -

2024-12-31 £27,179 £20,117 - -

2023-12-31 £5,177 £6,930 - -

2022-12-31 £4,472 £4,874 - -

2021-12-31 £3,447 £5,639 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

IAN ALEXANDER POPE Chair 2018-04-16

ADAM JAMES WILLIAMS 2018-06-09

ANDREW HUGH WOODROW 2018-06-09

CHRISTOPHER ANDREW BLADON 2018-10-17

Hilary Ann Hill 2018-04-16

IAN JAMES STANDING 2018-10-17

John Metherall 2021-03-17

MATTHEW CRAIG SEXTON 2024-05-14

Stephen John Howard 2025-03-05
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Chairman’s Report

The year has been fairly successful for the Museum with several important aquisitions made,
some of which will be used enhance our interactive touch screen display which visitors young
and old are enjoying. A full-sized railway box van has been restored and moved to its position
alongside the goods shed at Parkend where other items of museum rolling stock also reside.
Work has been ongoing on a Heritage Lottery Bid with the initial paperwork now submitted
for the restoration of the wooden goods shed at Parkend to enable the establishment of a
museum annex.
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Annual Report

The year has been a successful one for the museum with almost 3,000 visitors through the 
door, many leaving very positive comments. Our new interactive display is virtually complete
and looking very promising as a way to tell the history of our stretch of the Severn & Wye 
Railway and beyond. Work continues on the various railway vehicles owned by the Museum 
Trust with an LMS van about to be moved into position at Parkend to act as the way in to the 
proposed museum annex in the goods shed there. Work is still ongoing on securing a grant for
the work on the goods shed at Parkend.

Ian Pope, Chair.
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Annual Report 2023

The year has been another successful one for the museum with much work undertaken on 
extending the museum into the historic Severn & Wye Railway & Canal Co. goods shed of 
1874 at Parkend. Plans have been drawn up and work is underway to seek funding for work 
required to be done on providing safe access into the building through a railway van on the 
adjoining siding. The van is owned by the museum and is currently undergoing restoration. A
second vehicle to stand alongside the goods shed has also been acquired. 
Work has been commenced on providing an interactive touch screen display with the main 
museum using plans of the Severn & Wye line between Lydney and Parkend recently 
acquired by the museum, together with photographic images and ephemera for the museum’s 
archives.
The lighting in the main museum has been replaced with energy saving LED units.
Visitor numbers to the museum are holding up.

Ian Pope
Chair



Dean Forest Railway Museum Trust CIO: Expenditure 1 January 2023 - 31 December 2023

Date Cheque Acquisitions Travel Affliiations Insurance Maintenance Stationery etc Publicity Development Misc Notes

09.01.23 100348 200.00 Museum accommodation 2022 uncleared cheque

09.01.23 100352 139.91 Museum Van wood treatment uncleared cheque

10.01.23 100353 995.00 Museum Van wood

18.01.23 100354 164.13 Museum Van wood treatment 

19.01.23 100355 41.00 Plaque in relation to legacy

26.01.23 100357 1206.00 JM travel

03.03.23 100358 200.00 Museum accommodation 2023

16.03.23 100356 33.00 Harwell insurance

20.03.23 100359 668.57 Curator's travel

22.03.23 100360 321.60 Museum Van platework & welding

17.04.23 100361 19.46 Refreshments Trustees meeting

17.04.23 100362 34.02 Floor polish

24.04.23 100363 106.20 S&W book of ephemera

09.06.23 100364 73.20 Museum Van angle brackets etc

30.06.23 100365 14.00 Refreshments Trustees meeting

30.06.23 100366 19.95 S&W/SBR letter

20.07.23 100367 60.75 Transport for cleaner

23.07.23 100368 65.80 S&W letters etc

22.08.23 100369 21.40 Museum Van rust inhibitor

29.08.23 100371 1259.34 Insurance

13.09.23 100372 456.95 Telephone exchange batteries

05.10.23 BACS 56.67 Museum Quiz supplies

12.10.23 BACS 20.00 Signalmen instructions

11.12.23 BACS 20.00 Cedar for Museum Van

11.12.23 BACS 39.99 Track plans

11.12.23 BACS 693.34 Plywood Musuem Van

Total 251.94 1874.57 1292.34 2885.43 625.90 Total £6930.18

 



Dean Forest Railway Museum Trust CIO: Income 1 January - 31 December 2023

Date Cash donations G/aid donations Legacies Sales:Purchase Sales:Donations Royalties DFRS HMRC Misc Grants Notes

12.01.23 58.00

30.01.23 522.13

17.02.23 41.00 Plaque re legacy

03.03.23 1226.00 JM Travel refunded

13.03.23 75.00

21.03.23 668.57 Curator's travel refunded

20.04.23 102.55

01.04.23 90.00 Filming fee hire of pump trolley

13.04.23 270.00 Rails Through the Forest (overpaid by DFR £90.00)

02.05.23 200.00 Hire of refreshment trolley

16.06.23 40.00 Archive DVD

04.07.23 9.25 QR pay donation

12.07.23 11.10 QR pay donation

29.08.23 9.31 QR pay donation

30.08.23 9.25 QR pay donation

05.9.23 299.76

27.09.23 90.00 Rails Through the Forest (invoice £180 see overpay)

04.10.23 4.62 QR pay donation

11.10.23 9.25 QR pay donation

16.10.23 9.25 QR pay donation

30.10.23 9.25 QR pay donation

08.11.23 450.00 Donation from Hideto Fujii

09.11.23 180.00 Rails Through the Forest 

13.11.23 9.25 QR pay donation

13.11.23 196.00

Total 1261.84 1894.57 540.00 40.00 522.13 331.00 Total £4589.54

 



Dean Forest Railway Museum Trust CIO

Registered Charity No: 1178157

Statement of Accounts for year ending 31 December 2023

Income Expenditure

Cash donations 1261.84 Acquisitions 251.94

G/aid Donations 1894.57 Travel 1874.57

Legacies Affiliations

Sales:purchase 540.00 Insurance 1292.34

Sales:donations Maintenance 2885.43

Royalties 40.00 Stationery etc

DFRS Publicity

HMRC 522.13 Development

Misc 331.00 Misc 625.90

Grants

Total 4589.54 Total 6930.18

Bank interest A/S 587.37 Uncleared cheques

Total income 5176.91 Total Expenditure 6930.18

Balance Sheet

Community/Current Account Active Saver/Business Premium Account

Balance at 01 January 2023 5402.70 Balance at 01 January 2023 61697.51

Income 2023 4589.54 Interest 587.37

Total 9992.24 Balance at 31 December 2023 62284.88

Less Expenditure 6930.18

Balance at 31 December 2023 3062.06

Assets FoD Rly Shares 4991

DFLG Shares 200

In view of the fact that most items of the Trust's collection are unique and donated or purchased some years

ago; and that the Trust has a strong presumption against the disposal of items; and that accurate values

are difficult to obtain; the Trustees do not feel it is appropriate to attribute a capital value to its items.

Treasurer: Hilary Hill

Examiner: Martin Hillier



In view of the fact that most items of the Trust's collection are unique and donated or purchased some years
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Dean Forest Railway Museum Trust CIO

Chairman's Report

2022 has been a year of recovery after 2020 and 2021 and the drop in visitor 
numbers to the railway in general during the COVID pandemic. Thankfully the 
number of visitors to the museum has started to increase once more and 
hopefully that is a trend that will continue. A great deal of work has been done 
during the year in question on a number of projects, particularly on the proposed
museum annex in the goods shed at Parkend and also on an interactive display 
based upon the 2-chain survey maps recently purchased at auction. A couple of 
museum artefacts have recently appeared on the small screen including the 
pump trolley and the refreshment trolley.
Financially we are just about holding our own, how income can be increased is 
difficult to say as we are reliant upon donations in the main but we are beginning
to look hard at grant funding and may take on a professional to seek such grants 
for us.
The Chair would like to thank all of the trustees for their hard work and 
dedication during the year.
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Dean Forest Railway Museum Trust CIO

Annual Report

2021 was another difficult year through COVID restrictions. Some Covid 
restrictions, and the necessary risk assessments and consequent 
modifications to earlier practice, continued throughout the year. Visitors 
generally retained face coverings and utilised the sanitiser provision at 
the Museum entrance but both noticeably decreased after the 
Government made them optional.  

During the lockdown in the early part of 2021 the ‘Booking Hall’ was 
cleaned and modestly renovated.

Visitor numbers this year were approximately 1191.  Unfortunately, in 
December the electronic visitor counter recorded some freak figures 
which have been discounted.  Booked Santa Special tickets were up 
150% from 2020 but we have used the figures from the previous year as 
visitors to the Museum during Santa specials tend not to follow the trend 
in bookings.

One project, the publishing of a revised edition of Rails to the Forest is 
still ‘nearing’ completion. 

The Parkend Goods Shed Museum Project is now, finally underway, the 
Forest of Dean Railway Company have mandated the Museum to pursue 
this.

The Midland van has also been cleared of material but still awaits 
removal to Norchard.  The plan is to use this for the storage of heavy 
items currently stored/crammed into the Museum Office and make room 
there for other items, especially boxed paper, books, pamphlets and other
historic paperwork.

Contact has continued with the Gloucestershire Museums Group.  Helen 
McConnel-Simpson has now been replaced by Hellen O’Connor.  The 
Group are being helpful with their experience of virtual technology in 
relation to the display of the Museum’s recently acquired Surveyors 
Plans of the S&W.  

Re-accreditation of the Museum by the Arts Council England has been 
delayed by reason of Covid and their own re-organisation and although 
originally due in 2021 is now due for July 2022.

Ian Pope, Chairman
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