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BEDHAMPTON COMMUNITY CENTRE CIO
England & Wales · Charity number 1177531

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2018-03-13

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Bedhampton Community Centre
21 Bedhampton Road
Havant
PO9 3ES

Phone 02392480654

Email office@bedhamptoncommunity.org

Website https://www.bedhamptoncommunity.org/

Activities

Objects: (A)TO PROMOTE THE BENEFIT OF THE INHABITANTS OF BEDHAMPTON AND THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD. THIS SHALL BE WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, RACE
OR OF POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS, BY ASSOCIATING TOGETHER THE SAID
INHABITANTS AND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES, VOLUNTARY AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS IN A
COMMON EFFORT TO ADVANCE EDUCATION AND TO PROVIDE FACILITIES IN THE INTERESTS OF
SOCIAL WELFARE FOR RECREATION AND LEISURE-TIME OCCUPATION WITH THE OBJECT OF
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE SAID INHABITANTS. (B)TO ESTABLISH OR SECURE
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF, A COMMUNITY HALL AND TO MAINTAIN AND MANAGE THE SAME.

Activities: Bedhampton Community Centre facilitates educational, social and leisure activities which
promote the well-being of the residents of Bedhampton and the surrounding area. These activities include
dancing, indoor sports, events, art, singing, exercise classes, lectures and crafts.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Recreation

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Hampshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £83,069 £99,071 - -

2023-12-31 £76,470 £71,723 - -

2022-12-31 £78,469 £76,873 - -

2021-12-31 £45,486 £65,137 - -

2020-12-31 £46,198 £58,340 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Alastair Allison Chair 2025-06-04

Irene Marie Garnett 2026-01-21

James Dennett 2025-06-20

Jane Batchelor 2025-06-04
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Trustees Report 
 

2024 was a challenging, but also a successful year. 
The Community Centre has embraced the  
challenges and opportunities and the Trustees wish to 
thank all of the staff and volunteers who work so hard 
to keep the centre running. We welcome two new 
Trustees—Jane Batchelor and Mandy Allen who are a 
great asset to the team. The Trustees also wish to 
thank our members and other visitors from the wider 
community who help make the centre a busy and posi-
tive place.  
 
Jenn Fox—Acting chair of Trustees 
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                       Manager’s report  

 

A year flies by in the life of a Community Centre Manager! 

A new manager – Hayley – started in March and a two-week 
transition period began which was really helpful as there was 
a lot to learn.  However, it seemed that the building itself was 
very grumpy about having a new person in charge – the hot 
water boiler had to be repaired, and the CCTV had broken 
and therefore a new hard drive had to be fitted.  The        
photocopier had to be serviced and fire doors in the lounge 
were fixed. 

Denise (our volunteer co-ordinator) had a hip operation and 
was out of action for several months.  Tabitha (who keeps 
‘the good ship’ steady at weekends) was given additional 
hours at the beginning of the week enabling Hayley to        
coordinate the volunteers and continue to take bookings and 
run the centre.  

We held a volunteer thank you on 26th April for all of our   
volunteers and the new staff at Portsdown View Care Home 
came and helped by donating some cakes for it.  
 
A new monthly Sunday Craft Market attracted many new   
faces and soon it became a regular feature of the centre.  
New regular hiring enquiries included baby yoga and baby 
massage and children’s parties continued to be popular at 
the weekends in the meeting room and main hall. ‘Is your hall 
big enough to have a bouncy castle in it?’ became a common 
phrase! 
 

We held our first grounds clear up day on 15th June which de-
spite only being supported by a few volunteers, went really 
well.   
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No job was too big for the small team!  We were supported by 
two colleagues from ASDA who were very kind in donating 
doughnuts and their time in the morning.  Over ten bags of 
green waste was taken away and Rita Rymill and Sue King 
(volunteers) helped with the refreshments to keep the     
workers happy!  

Another big success for the centre was the setting up and 
running of the mobile bar for parties and celebrations.  Three 
regular bar staff were hired and soon bookings were flooding 
in.  Bar prices were revised and the till was reprogrammed 
and became fully-operational – making more revenue for the 
centre.     

Rose and Chris (who make the centre sparkle each day) put 
up the new black-out hall blinds which were especially liked 
by our calming yoga groups – making the hall look more 
modern.  New bunting has made a difference too.   

The Wednesday social group continue to enjoy a varied    
programme of weekly activities including quizzes, bingo, 
craft, themed tasks and they also had defibrillator and CPR 
advice given by Derek – a member of our social sequence 
group. This opportunity arose from a chance conversation 
and really captures the essence of a community centre   
working to improve the lives of people who use it.  

    
The Community centre has been very much in the centre of 
the Community when working with the local Police to solve a 
stolen moped in our carpark, returning a lost dog, and finding 
new homes for three discarded cycles amongst several other 
things.   Our defibrillator has been used a couple of times, 
more recently to save the life of a band member playing at 
the Golden Lion Pub opposite. 
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Our gardening day on Saturday 14th September was very 
successful – again, not with many volunteers, but those that 
came worked tirelessly.  The carpark was opened up with 
the clearing of hedges and the borders were transformed 
and are now much easier to dig, enabling a gardening group 
to get established in the Spring next year. We hired a mini 
digger and a skip, and cleared the garage out too.  We had 
large donations of gardening tools from a couple who were 
moving from Nutbourne, and these will help with the garden-
ing work especially next year.  Mandy Allen (a new trustee) 
has taken on the role of head gardener (!) and she will be 
cutting the lawns amongst other things and Gary Underwood 
(volunteer) will be keeping the hedges in check.   

 

Mandy and Hayley have been to B&Q several times and 
have collected plant donations from Jackie – the community 
champion there.  Mandy and Lisa Wilkes (volunteer) have 
nurtured these plants and have put them in the borders.   
Tulips and daffodils have been donated by Tesco and it is 
hoped they will provide lovely colour in the spring next year.  
The large palm trees have been removed from the front, 
near the bus stop which opens up the site and the          
community centre is now much more noticeable from the 
road.  

It is really sad to report the passing of Martin Critchley who 
was just beginning his trustee journey with us.  We value his 
contribution to the centre and would like to pass our        
condolences to his family.  Martin was very passionate about 
a community garden and we would like to make this a reality 
in the future. 
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The Community centre is feeling much lighter with huge 
amounts of old paperwork dating back to social hall times 
being disposed of.  Our MacMillan coffee morning raised 
over £330 and we had a donation of £50 from Co-op       
Funeral Care in Bedhampton for refreshments. 

Alan Mak’s job’s fair went really well.  We made almost £65 
in refreshments and the feedback from several stall holders 
was that it was the best one they had been to, and the most 
people they had seen at the event.   It was great promotion 
for the centre, we had different people coming in, home-
made cakes were available and we had to keep printing lots 
more WhatsOn booklets! 

‘People and Stories’ – a theatre company - hired our centre 
for two shows which was well received. They commented 
that our stage and lighting is a real selling point for other 
similar users.  

Tabletop sales were continuing each month but they      
gradually became less and less popular with fewer people 
coming in to buy despite the tables selling really well. We 
have other sale ideas for next year. 

The community building, although leased from the council, 
requires a lot of maintaining, most of which we pay for     
ourselves.  We are saving for new flooring for the lounge 
which is dementia friendly and we now have a new lockable 
cupboard in the store for our bar stock which is much more 
secure.  We are mindful that the office computer system will 
need updating at some point in the future so we will be  
looking to save money for that where we can.  Our new 
WiFi is working well and is more secure too, providing     
unlimited free access for our visitors and we can now take 
payments online which is really helping our business. 



8 

Our Christmas Gift and Craft Sale sold out quickly with stall 
hire and we are planning on having one again next year. The 
new outside banner at the front of the building helped to draw 
attention to passers-by.   

A chance conversation with Abbi from the Portsmouth Party 
Company (who was photographing her new bouncy castle 
and ball pit) struck up an amazing partnership with soft play 
and themed parties for 0-4 year olds.  It is really important 
that the centre is inclusive and attracts all members in our  
society.  We have Princes and Princess parties, Easter Arts 
and Crafts sessions and lots of other ideas for next year 
planned already! 

The Christmas Party this year was a huge success with     
approximately 75 tickets being sold.  We had entertainment 
from Folks in Harmony – a regular choir who rehearse at the 
centre each week.  They had everyone getting into the 
Christmas spirit with singing of festive songs and doing      
actions too!  A buffet of festive treats was served by our    
volunteers and there wasn’t a lot left afterwards!  

This has been a really positive and eventful year and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed my first year as a manager in the       
community where I live and grew up.  It has been really lovely 
to get to know many new faces who come by the office with a 
cheerful ’hello.’ and it has been a pleasure to help to improve 
the opportunities and facilities at the centre—to make a real 
difference to the lives of the people who use it.  We have so 
many things to look forward to! 

I wish to thank all the volunteers, the staff and the trustees, 
and you—our hirers, members and visitors who make      
Bedhampton Community Centre a very special place to be a 
part of.  

Hayley Gillians—Manager 
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A Year in Photos! 



10 
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            Volunteer Co-ordinator’s Report  

This year has been a positive and eventful year for our 
volunteers who continue to support the centre in many dif-
ferent ways.  The volunteers have been amazing with the 
running of weekly events and assisting with events held 
throughout the year.  A fundraising group has been organ-
ised which includes a group of volunteers, to look at the 
events that the centre will be running within the coming 
year and how we can achieve to raise funds for the centre. 
Unfortunately the centre was unable to run a Fun Day or 
disco in this year. Rita has been working hard to collect 
and reach her target by holding jigsaw and book sales in 
the Foyer on a regular basis.  The Wednesday Social Af-
ternoon have continued to support the centre, by providing 
donations for raffles and other events that have been held. 
Volunteers and Friends of Bedhampton Community Cen-
tre were invited and enjoyed a get together with afternoon 
tea and games provided to thank them for all their efforts 
in supporting the centre. 

 

Denise Clarke—Volunteer Co-ordinator 
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New Look Website! 

Take a look at our website:  
www.bedhamptoncommunity.org  

…..to explore the exciƟng changes as they occur! 
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2025 Price Information 

We are looking at a small price rise in 2025 for room hire.  
We are inundated with bookings which is great, but this is 
partly because we are cheaper than most other local ven-
ues.  Whilst we are good value for money, we want to re-
main competitive and ensure that we profit from the great 

facilities we offer. 

 

 
 

Membership has gone up to a £12 minimum donation, 
which is £1 a month—cheaper than a cup of coffee! 

We are looking at making our membership more desirable 
at the centre and this includes offering a discount at 

Claire’s Floristry and tearoom in Bedhampton.  We are 
able to promote the tearoom to a wider audience which 

benefits them too.  We are still offer-
ing 10% off of private hires, and we 
hope to offer member rates to some 

of our events and entry to raffles 
and prize draws too.    
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Still to come….. 

The financial report for 2024 will be available from the 
office very soon. 

Play the Havant Lottery and choose our centre as your 
good cause.   

Tickets cost just £1 a week. Each ticket has a 1 in 
50 chance to win a prize each week, with a top prize of 
£25,000! There's a better chance of winning the jackpot 
than the National Lottery or the Health Lottery. 50p of 

your £1 comes back to the centre.  
www.havantlottery.co.uk 
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Become a volunteer at your community cen-
tre.       We can achieve even more with more 

volunteers!       Talk to us today!  
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Pop in to browse and buy 

Tshirts sizes XS-XXXL - £9 

Facemasks - £1 

Mugs - £6 

Lanyards - £2 
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Extension Update 
 

Our extension plans have sadly come to a halt 
with the cost becoming too expensive, alt-

hough our proposals are still current.  We may 
find we are in a better financial state to take 
this forward, but currently we need to spend 

some money on maintaining the building itself 
to a high standard.  
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Trustees Report 

 
2023 was a busy and productive year. 

The trustees have continued to ensure the safe 
running of the centre and  

they would like to thank all of the staff and the 
volunteers who keep the centre running as  

successfully as it is, and to all members and 
centre attendees for making it a positive and 

thriving centre in the community. 

Sadly, we need to report that Martin Critchley 
has passed away after being diagnosed with an 
illness, soon after he retired.  Martin was very 

positive and passionate about our grounds and 
was very keen to set up a community garden, 
which we would like to 
work towards in the fu-
ture.  We send our con-

dolences to Martin’s 
family, he will be sadly 

missed.    
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   Manager’s report  

 
 

We said a sad goodbye to Caroline this year as she 
moved on to pastures new at Eastleigh Community 

Centre.  Caroline has worked really hard to ensure that 
the centre has been going from strength to strength.  

She has publicised the centre at every opportunity and 
has worked with the community to meet their needs at 

the centre.   

Regular groups continue to hire and the party bookings 
continue to take place, mainly on the weekends.  Many 
of these weekend bookings request a bar and we have 

bar staff that cover these events. Table top sales, a 
MacMillan fundraiser, party nights, volunteer thank 

you’s and a quiz night have been organised and well 
attended. 

 

  Thank you for everyone who comes in and supports 
the centre in some way, whether that’s becoming a 

member or coming along to our activities, events and 
groups. Without you all, we wouldn’t be as successful 

as we are!   

 

 

 

 

Editor’s comment: much as we all miss Caroline I am 
happy to report that Hayley Gillians, her successor, is 

carrying on her great work and is driving the centre 
from strength to strength 
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Volunteer Co-ordinator’s Report  
 

This year has been a positive and very eventful year for our 
volunteers who continue to support the centre in many different 
ways. 
 
We have two groups of people who support our efforts here, at 
the centre.  Our Friends of Bedhampton Community Centre are 
a group of people who work behind the scenes to help by kind-
ly donating raffle prizes etc and our volunteers come along to 
support our events such as coffee mornings and social groups.   
Each gives people a sense of belonging at a level that they are 
happy with. 
 
The Wednesday Social Afternoon (which is run in the lounge 
every Wednesday between 1pm and 3pm) has continued to be 
very popular and Hayley supported the running of the group to 
help both Denise and Caroline every week.  The attendees 
have become very supportive when donations are required for 
raffles etc. and they have been willing to help at events going 
forward.   
 
A Thank You Afternoon get together was held with games and 
a lucky tickets prize which was good fun for all volunteers. 
 
Rita Rymill has been very busy fundraising by holding regular 
foyer sales selling jigsaws, books, and crafts etc. throughout 
the year.  We would like to say a big thank you to her for all of 
her efforts.   
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2024 Price Information 

Hire of the centre went up in 2023, and will be     
frozen at those prices in 2024. We are expecting a 

SMALL rise for 2025 if energy bill prices don’t start 
to fall soon, so that may be worth considering if 

you’re setting new  
entry prices for clubs and groups. 

 
Membership has gone up to £10 minimum donation, 

and still includes 10% off of private hires, 5 free 
photocopies, entry to the quarterly draws and access 
to members only groups and the Air and Share. This 

still makes us the cheapest community centre    
membership in the Havant Borough. 
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Finance report 
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Finance report 
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If you would like a large print copy of the  
financial report, please contact the Office. 

Profit and loss 



11 

Profit and loss 
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Balance sheet 
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Balance sheet 
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£10 membership for 2024 
Your Support Matters! 

Fill in a form from the office or by email 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

After 5 years, our membership in 2024 will increase 
to the  

minimum donation of £10 
We have completed a price comparison with other 
local community centres, and like for like the next 

cheapest membership after us is £25. 
 

Being a member of Bedhampton Community  
Centre has its perks, but it also shows your  

support for us. All money raised from membership 
goes back into the centre. 

 
· 10% off of Private Hire 

· Members only groups and events 
· 5 free photocopies 

· Access to quarterly Air and Share meetings to 
have your say in what we’re doing at the 

 centre, plus voting rights at the AGM 
 

Our minimum suggested donation for membership to the 
centre is £10 
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Email: office@bedhamptoncommunity.org 

Telephone: 023 9248 0654 

___________________________________________ 
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End of 2023 Extension Update 
 

I feel like I start this update the same every 
year - SLOW PROGRESS! All of the funding 
we applied for so far hasn’t been accepted, 
but we have two big funding bids going in  

before Easter with the hope that one of those 
will come through for us so we can start the 

internal works. 
Funding is also being applied for repeatedly to 

be able to do something about the heating 
and cooling in the main hall. 

Special thanks must go to Rita Rymill who has 
raised fantastic amounts for us allowing us to 
re-cover all of the lounge banquet seating and 
get new child-safe blinds for the lounge and 

new thermal blackout blinds for the main hall. 
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Trustees Report 

 
2022 was a busy and productive year. 

This year we welcome a new Trustee to the 
centre, Martin Critchley. We also say a sad 
goodbye to Philippa, but hope she’ll stay in 
close contact with all of us. Philippa has been 
our Treasurer Trustee for 
many years, and has set up 
new bank accounts, dealt with 
the bills and payments, kept 
the accounting up to date and 
SO MUCH MORE!  
We hope she has chance to 
enjoy a few spare hours, and 
thank her so much for  
everything she has done for 
the centre. 

 
The Trustees wish to thank all of the staff and  

volunteers who keep the centre running as  
successfully as it is, and to all members and 

centre attendees for making it a positive, busy 
community centre. 
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Manager’s report - Caroline Setford 
As always it’s strange writing this a year and bit after the 
event we’re talking about. 2022 was a settled year after all of 
the turmoil of the couple of years before, so we were able to 
start getting our events and activities fully booked again! 
One of the most fun was our Queen’s Jubilee tea party – 
everyone was beautifully dressed and plenty of flags were 
waving – we even had a visit from Her Majesty, albeit she 
was a bit wooden… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had both a 90s and 00s party night as well as our usual 
Christmas party night, and it’s always fun to dance the night 
away! We held our first (now annual) Family Fun Day, but I’ll 
let Denise talk about that.  

 

 

 

 

 

2023 marked the start of a completely normal year for us – 
well, as normal as we ever get! It was jam-packed full of 
events, and you’ll have to read next year’s report to hear 
about those.  
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We said a sad goodbye to our Weekend Finance Assistant 
Cass, and welcomed in Tabitha who has settled in so well 
it’s like she’s always been here.  

Denise has been my sanity as always, a big thank you for 
everything she does both for me and for the centre. She 
works so hard behind the scenes and adds so many  
additional details that make things extra special. We have 
such a great working relationship and manage to get so 
many things done together, I couldn’t imagine it here with-
out her! As our co-ordinator of volunteers she is also there 
for everyone that comes in and makes a difference here at 
the centre. 

Thank you for everyone who comes in and supports 
the centre in some way, whether that’s becoming a 

member or coming along to our activities, events and 
groups. Without you all, there would be no point! I’m 

looking forward to another fun-packed year!  

 
Co-Ordinator of Volunteer’s Report - Denise 

Clarke 
 

I am pleased to say that this year has been a positive and very 
eventful year for our wonderful volunteers. 
Our volunteers are always running and assisting groups for  
users of Bedhampton Community Centre, and we now have a 
group of people who want to be involved in events, but not  
necessarily as a formal volunteer. A role was created for the 
people who kindly donate time and prizes without having a 
specific role to carry out on a regular basis. So we started the 
Friends of Bedhampton Community Centre, which gives people 
a sense of belonging at a level they are happy with. 
A list of Friends is kept and when there is a need to hold  
meetings for larger events being held by the centre this group 
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2024 Price Information 

Hire of the centre went up in 2023, and will be frozen at those prices in 
2024. We are expecting a SMALL rise for 2025 if energy bill prices don’t 
start to fall soon, so that may be worth considering if you’re setting new  

entry prices for clubs and groups. 
Membership has gone up to £10 minimum donation, and still includes 10% 
off of private hires, 5 free photocopies, entry to the quarterly draws and ac-
cess to members only groups and the Air and Share. This still makes us the 

cheapest community centre membership in Havant Borough. 

will be informed.  
At the Wednesday Social Afternoon (which is run in the lounge 
every Wednesday between 1pm and 3pm) the attendees have 
become very supportive when donations are required for raffles 
etc. and Caroline and I found the majority wanted to be involved 
in some way. 
The Family Fun Day went well and seemed to be enjoyed by 
volunteers and visitors alike. The amount raised was £697.40. 
A week before the event there was a Rainbow Trail starting 
from the centre where anyone could buy a map and follow the 
clues in the local area. This was very useful in advertising our 
Fun Day as the prizes were given out at the Fun Day. Caroline 
very kindly sorted a trail around the area and placed the clues 
for users to find. 
A meeting was held after the event for Mop Up discussion and 
forms were provided for comments to assist us when planning 
our next Fun Day. 
A Thank You Afternoon get together was held with games and 
a lucky tickets prize which was good fun for all volunteers. 
Rita Rymill has been busy fundraising by holding monthly foyer 
sales selling jigsaws, books, and crafts etc. throughout the year. 
Raffles have been organised by volunteers throughout the year 
to also raise funds for Bedhampton Community Centre. 
 
I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their ongoing  
support with events and day to day running of the centre,  
without you it wouldn't be possible. If you need me for support, 
to change your role or just for a chat, please do get in contact. 
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A big CONGRATULATIONS to Solent Country 
Dancers on their 50th Anniversary as a club! 
They meet here every Tuesday evening, and 
the club which is run by Sue and Eric are  
always welcoming to new members,  
experienced country dancers or those who are 
brand new to this fun way to keep fit! 

 

We are sending our best wishes to Chris 
Sharpe and Sylvia Morton on their speedy  
recoveries, we’re looking forward to having 
you both back at the centre. 



17 

 

£10 membership for 2024 
Your Support Matters! 

Fill in a form from the office or by email 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

After 5 years, our membership in 2024 will increase 
to the  

minimum donation of £10 
We have completed a price comparison with other 
local community centres, and like for like the next 

cheapest membership after us is £25. 
 

Being a member of Bedhampton Community  
Centre has its perks, but it also shows your  

support for us. All money raised from membership 
goes back into the centre. 

 
· 10% off of Private Hire 

· Members only groups and events 
· 5 free photocopies 

· Access to quarterly Air and Share meetings to 
have your say in what we’re doing at the 

 centre, plus voting rights at the AGM 
 

Our minimum suggested donation for membership to the 
centre is £10 
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Above: 2 winners from the family fun day 
Middle: Land of Hope and Glory at the Queens Jubilee party 
Bottom: Havant Stroke Club and their filled shoeboxes for over-
seas children 
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Email: office@bedhamptoncommunity.org 

Telephone: 023 9248 0654 

___________________________________________ 
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Our shop 

Quality items with our Bedhampton Bird logo 
on, all money raised goes back into the centre. 

Pop in to browse and buy 

Tshirts sizes XS-XXXL - £9 

Facemasks - £1 

Mugs - £6 

Lanyards - £2 
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End of 2022 Extension Update 
 

Slow progress is still happening with the  
extension. The quotes we’ve had for building 
the new rooms at the front have just been out 
of our price range at the moment, even with 
grant support. However, we’re not giving up, 
and while we wait for the cost of materials to 

come down, we’re working on what we can do 
inside the building. We’re hoping to continue 

the works by moving the office into a new 
space to be more welcoming to people  
coming into the building, creating a new  

storage and meeting space, and adding a new 
bar set up so that it doesn’t have to be 

wheeled around most weekends. 
Slow progress, but steady! 
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Trustees Report 

 
2021 was a stop-start year of lockdowns and safe  

re-openings, and we would like to thank all groups for 
adhering to the rules we had to put in place and for 

their patience with all of the changes. 

Another year gone that started quietly with Covid  
closures, but gained momentum towards the end of 
the year.  
We’ve also carried on progressing with the extension 
planning, which although slow-going we know will be 
worth it in the end. 

We welcome two new Trustees to the centre, Sandra 
Howells and Grainne Rason. Both have a particular 
interest in community activities and you will see their 
faces at many of the things we do. 

 

The Trustees wish to thank all of the staff and  
volunteers who keep the centre running as  

successfully as it is, and to all members and 
centre attendees for making it a positive, busy 

community centre. 
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Manager’s report - Caroline Setford 
Yet again a year has zoomed by and here we are looking 

back over another year at Bedhampton Community Centre. 

The first half of 2021 was plagued with Covid shut downs. 
We started groups and classes, and then we stopped. We 
planned events and parties, and then we cancelled. We 
know how frustrating it was for everyone and we so  
appreciate you all sticking with us as the rules continually 
changed. I’ve never written so many Risk Assessments in 
one year! 

We used the time of shut downs to complete and refresh all 
of our trainings, so we’re fully up to date on first aid, risk  
assessing, health and safety and every other training you 
can imagine - I even found a free ‘create videos using your 
mobile phone’ training that turned out to be one of the most 
interesting! 

With the focus still on outdoor activities, we became the 
base of a Geocache - a worldwide free activity. Our resident 
theatre group The Young Creatives put on shows in the back 
garden, and our gardening group enjoyed meeting and  
eating out there too. 

As everyone started to get vaccinated and covid numbers 
started to settle, we were able to reopen and welcome lots of 
new groups. We got back to full capacity in the main hall, 
and are at near-capacity in the meeting room and lounge.  

We also started our ‘Wednesday Social’, a space every 
week where anyone can come along, have some food and 
hot drinks, and take part in crafts and games and other  
activities. We even managed to have one of our party nights, 
albeit on reduced numbers of 60 tickets- everyone had a 
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great time back together and dancing. Not just fun for the 
adults though, we also had a chaotic, loud and sugar-
fuelled Halloween Party for local children during half term. 
September saw our annual cake and plant swap and sale 
raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. See photos 
on the back page for some of the fun we had.  

We were very sad to lose one of our trustees, the very  
lovely Olive who died during the year. Olive was a big part 
of our centre for many years and lots of you will know her 
from kurling and afternoon games, as well as being such a 
big supporter of everything we did here. 

Skipping ahead a bit to 2022,  we welcomed a new  
member of staff, Cass, who is our weekend finance worker. 
We hope she settles in well with us. 

I would like to give a big thank you to Denise who is the co-
ordinator for our Volunteers, and also keeps me sane. Also 
to our Trustees, who let me run with the ideas I have. And 
last but definitely not least, thank you to everyone who 
hires, attends, turns up and uses the centre – without you, 
there would be no point. 

 
Co-Ordinator of Volunteer’s Report - Denise 

Clarke 
 

This year was very slow in getting started due to the pandemic 
still taking its toll on the country. 
Volunteers had the opportunity to meet up with myself at the 
centre while it was still closed to the public to share any  
concerns that they may have had in returning to their Volunteer 
roles, ensuring Covid guidelines were in place on any contact 
that I had with them.  
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With the rising costs of, well, everything, we have  
really appreciated all of your support with our fundraising events. We 
cannot thank Rita Rymill enough - Rita volunteers with us organising 
and carrying out monthly fundraising events, stalls and supporting all 
of our activities. Her hard work has meant that we have been able to 
buy new child-safe blinds for the lounge, and she has started to fund-
raise to get the seating in there re-covered. Thank you to everyone who 
is part of our events team and helps us to fundraise for the centre. 
Hire Prices have increased this year after a 3-year freeze. This increase 
is to go towards covering the cost of our bills here at the centre. We 
have raised hire prices by either £1 or £2 per hour in the hope that  in-
creasing your participants fees by 10p or 20p per person will cover the 
costs. If we could, we wouldn’t raise prices at all, unfortunately the 
energy companies don’t feel the same way! 

 

The majority of Volunteers returned to their roles, with the  
exception of a few due to their own personal circumstances. 
Contact was made with all Volunteers to ensure that they were 
feeling confident and explaining any alterations and procedures 
to their role, and some volunteers took on new roles to  
accommodate their needs. 
I also updated all volunteers personal information to ensure we 
had their correct information for our records, including their 
emergency contact details, and had one-to-ones to update 
goals with some of our volunteers. 
It was not a viable time to look to the future and to advertise for 
new roles so the Volunteer group did not expand within this 
year, and volunteer numbers stayed the same with a few  
people moving on, and a few people joining us. 
 When there were any events held at the Centre the Volunteers 
were always supportive and assisted with tasks. All of our roles 
changed slightly with us taking on whatever we could to help. 
 
I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their ongoing  
support with events and day to day running of the centre,  
without you it wouldn't be possible. If you need me for support, 
to change your role or just for a chat, please do get in contact. 
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If you would like a large print copy of the  
financial report, please contact the Office. 
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The latter part of 2022 saw 
us say goodbye to Mike 
Sellis, who has been Chair 
of Trustees for more years 
than he likes to remember! 
After all of his hard work 
here at the centre, he’s  
decided to hang up his keys 
and name badge, and retire 
from his role as chair. 

However, it was only a few 
weeks before he was back, 
signing up as a volunteer! 

We had a gathering during our weekly coffee morning 
where we presented Mike with a card signed by all 
and some presents, and ate his favourite cake made 
by Jo. 

Mike pushed so much forward while he was here - he 
has been a big force in developing our extension plans 
and keeping them moving on, meeting with councillors 
and architects.  

He’s always come along to all of our social events to 
meet everyone, support us and join in the fun.  
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I’m sure we all have funny and lovely stories to share 
about Mike. He always gets stuck in, whether that’s 
changing light bulbs, fixing the garage door or even 
plunging the toilets!  

Every polling day, Mike gets up super early to open up 
and help set up, and stays until the last voter has 
gone. This means he’s always the first voter in  
Bedhampton! 

Mike is a familiar face in the office too, covering  
Denise and Caroline if they need help, opening up on 
his way to golf or shutting after we should all be in 
bed. He’s always around to chat to and give advice, 
often whether we want it or not!  

We’re going to miss Mike as a trustee, but we’re glad 
he’s signed back up as a volunteer so we still get to 
see him!  
Thank you Mike, we’re glad you are here. 

After his personal projects are taking 
him away from the Havant area, 
we're also saying a sad goodbye to 
Trustee Charlie Fletcher. Charlie has 
been with us for many years support-
ing with the change over to CIO, 
fundraising and our safeguarding 
procedures. We’re going to miss his 
sense of humour, his “let’s just do it!” 
attitude that gets things done, and 
his positive influence on the youth. 
Thank you Charlie. 
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£6 membership for 2023 
Your Support Matters! 

Fill in a form from the office or by email 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Our membership in 2023 will remain at the  
minimum donation of £6 

 
 

Being a member of Bedhampton Community  
Centre has its perks, but it also shows your  

support for us. All money raised from membership 
goes back into the centre. 

 
· 10% off of Private Hire 

· Members only groups and events 
· 5 free photocopies 

· Access to quarterly Air and Share meetings to 
have your say in what we’re doing at the 

 centre, plus voting rights at the AGM 
 

Our minimum suggested donation for membership to the 
centre is £6. 
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Above: Our plant sale,  
children’s Halloween party 
and Adults 80s party 

Right: Our lovely trustee,  
Olive 
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Email: office@bedhamptoncommunity.org 

Telephone: 023 9248 0654 
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2020 started well, with a healthy level of bookings in January. Then corona 
virus struck. 

Activites reduced as the pandemic developed and stopped completely by the 
time of Lockdown 1. During lockdown we hosted PO9 Foodbank and PO9 
Lunchback who provided a vital service to local residents, delivering food and 
other basic necessities. We did not charge PO9 for this but covered some of 
our costs with grants. 

Our cleaner worked throughout the year, to keep the centre fit for food 
preparation, other staff were furloughed as needed. Our centre manager was 
taken off furlough in May 2020 and worked from home while taking part in the 
School for Social Entrepreneurs ‘Community Buildings Trade Up’ course. This 
developed her skills and enabled us to receive grants which made a significant 
contribution to our finances in 2020. 

During summer 2020 the Trustees took the difficult decision to make our 
Saturday Duty Manager redundant because the forecast hire levels did not 
require a duty manager. 

Between lockdowns we opened up as allowed and hired rooms to the limited 
number of groups who were permitted to meet and chose to do so. Some of 
our regular groups chose not to meet again in 2020. 

All memberships were extended to cover 2020 at no charge.  

We were able to survive the pandemic by spending some of our reserves. 
Although we did not impact the reserve agreed for the 2020 financial year, our 
policy will need to be reviewed at the next AGM. 
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Reserves policy 

The CIO has a Capital Reserve that it has built up over a number of years and 
on formation of the CIO the Trustees adopted the following policy in respect of 
this Fund. The policy was originally agreed at the meeting of the General 
Committee of the predecessor to the CIO, Bedhampton Social Hall Association, 
on the 10th January 2011.  

 There are three reasons why the CIO needs a Reserve Fund.  

1. Potential liabilities in respect of employees.  

Employee protection legislation means that the CIO has financial liabilities in 
respect of its employees in regard of sickness and dismissal. In respect of this it 
is intended to hold a reserve of 3 times the annual salary bill.  

2. Sinking fund for maintenance of CIO assets.  

The CIO has a number of assets, including the hardwood floor in the main hall 
that require maintenance and or replacement. It is proposed that we hold a 
reserve of £5,000 for expenditure of this nature. 

3. Capital fund.  

There are occasions when the CIO needs to provide match funding for new 
projects when it has made a successful grant application or to provide capital 
for smaller projects where grant aid is not available. It is proposed that we hold 
a sum of £20,000 for expenditure of this nature. 

At the last AGM it was agreed to hold a reserve of £72,000 for 2020. 
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