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Period from 30 June 2021 to 30 June 2022 

Spinnaker Chorus is a barbershop Chorus open to women aged from 16 years in the Portsmouth and 

surrounding area.  The Trustees oversee the day to day running of the club for members.  The 

Chorus does not employ any staff.  Spinnaker Chorus is a member of the Ladies Association of British 

Barbershop Singers (LABBS) which also has charitable status (no: 1151161). 

During this reporting period the Chorus continue to face significant challenges and constraints on 

our activities and ability to fulfil our charitable objects due to the global pandemic which included 

periods of government restrictions that prevented us from carrying out our normal activities.  

Our structure 

We are a member’s organisation led by a Management Committee of volunteers from the Chorus.  

Our four Trustees are drawn from the Management Committee and include our Chair, Vice-Chair 

and Treasurer.  We hold ten Trustee meetings a year and an annual AGM which was held on zoom 

23 February 2022.    

Our finances 

Our primary source of income is from our members’ monthly subscriptions.  We also raise money 

through singing events and receive small donations.  Our financial year runs from 1 July to 30 June 

and our annual accounts to 30 June 2022 are enclosed.  Our accounts have been independently 

verified by Stuart Hoare, Chartered Accountants.   

Our activities 

Summary of the main events and activities supporting our charitable objects as set out in our 

governing document: 

 

1 The development of skills in singing techniques at individual and group level through 

coaching, workshops, rehearsals and performance for the benefit and well-being of 

women of all ages and backgrounds in the Portsmouth area. 

The Chorus meets weekly for rehearsals.  Each rehearsal is led by our Musical Director who 

is a Barbershop judge and educator.  Coaching in barbershop singing techniques is given by 

him to the Chorus as a whole, and to voice part sections by our Section leaders who are 

trained in barbershop techniques and giving feedback. 

For some of this period we were unable to meet for face-to-face rehearsals due to COVID 19 

government restrictions.  We continued however to rehearse each week however on zoom 

or face to face with masks when possible. Our MD carried out educational sessions during 

some rehearsals to enhance the technical knowledge of our members. 

We continued to introduce a new song to learn every eight weeks throughout the year. Each 

member is required to audition each new song by singing against another voice part, 



recording it, and sending it to their section leader for evaluation and feedback.  Section 

leaders take time to give specific feedback on technique and areas for development.   

Our Musical Director works with our members to identify those with potential for leadership 

roles and he encourages members to join the physical and vocal warm-up team and to act as 

Guest Directors at rehearsal to try out directing and to receive feedback on their skills.  

In April 2022 we spent a weekend together at a retreat working with an International 

professional barbershop coach who, together with our MD, taught us singing techniques and 

helped us to improve our performance and vocal sound as a group.   

Chorus members are encouraged to develop their singing abilities by forming into smaller 

groups including octets and quartets.  These activities allow members to develop their 

singing abilities but also to gain self-confidence.  Whilst opportunities to sing in local Music 

Festivals and participate in competitions were limited during this period due to the 

pandemic, our groups continued to sing together and worked with professional coaches 

when they could.  

 

2 The advancement of education in acapella singing in barbershop style through workshops, 

and musical collaborations for the benefit of the Portsmouth community and across 

Hampshire and Sussex. 

In October 2021 we were invited by our national Association LABBS (The Ladies Association 

of Barbershop Singers) to host a regional get together of local barbershop groups in the 

absence of a national convention that was cancelled due to COVID restrictions.  We hosted 

the event for over 150 singers drawn from your own Chorus and three other local 

barbershop choruses. Our MD organised a musical programme that allowed us to sing 

together and to learn from each other. We were joined by the LABBS National gold medal 

winning Chorus (Amersham Acappella) who provided a masterclass in barbershop excellence 

and who taught us how to include sign language to one of our songs for the benefit of the 

deaf and hard of hearing.  

During this period, we were also invited to Bosmere Junior School where we ran workshops 

for four groups of primary school children and their teachers in the art of harmony singing.   

These workshops were led by our MD and supported by around 40 members of our Chorus.   

We actively encourage people to come and see what we do, emphasising that singing is for 

everyone regardless of background or experience and offering support (Angel Fund) to those 

in financial difficulty.  We have an inclusive culture and value diversity in our membership 

and our audiences.  During this period, we appointed our first Diversity & Inclusion Officer to 

ensure that we reach out to as many groups as possible as potential members and potential 

audiences for our craft. 

 

 

 



3 The promotion of the craft and artistry of unaccompanied harmony singing through 

performances and concerts to the public to encourage high standards and bring music to 

new audiences.  

 

Spinnaker Chorus normally performs regularly to audiences large and small as part of our 

public benefit programme.  We seek to educate, entertain, and improve individual and 

collective well-being through the joy of listening to and participating in singing events.   

In this period our ability to perform to audiences was curtailed at times by government 

restrictions.  We did however perform outdoors to the public on the steps of Portsmouth 

Guildhall and at the Winchester Christmas market and the Port Solent Christmas fayre. 

In May 2022 we moved to a new rehearsal venue and organised a show for family and 

friends in celebration of a return to face to face singing and as a thank you to them for their 

support during a difficult period.   
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