





4) 1ne continuation or tne Empowerment Group, a programme o1
social and educational activities carefully designed to give
parents/carers of children with Down Syndrome the opportunity to
take a break from daily life, strengthen their social networks and
to focus on theirv  lbeing.

5) The continuation of - the Resourc: into Schools service which
combines s; ial advisory teacher advice to nurseries and schools
with the delivery of an educational resource to help teachers better
support the individual children with Down Syndrome with specific
aspects of their learning.

6) The continuation of the EHCP Support Service which provides
assistance for parent carers with a child or young person with Down
Syndrome to navigate the system around Education, Health and
Care Plans (EHCPs).

7) The development of a new service - Resources into Homes which

is a service providing direct training from a Specialist Down
Syndrome Teacher, to parents, on how to use a specialist resource
to enable their child to achieve maximum progression with their
learning.

In addition to these seven are.  of activity, DS Achieve also continued a
partnership agreement with Hertfordshire Library Services - the My Voice
Project, which aims to create volunteering opportunities for young people
with Down Syndrome. This work will continue into 2024.

Little Achievers

Little Achievers is a weekly teaching class during term time for children,
aged five years and under, with Down Syndrome. It focuses on early skills in
the areas of literacy, numeracy, fine motor skills, physical development and
communication. The teacher is a highly professional individual who has
extensive experience in teaching and working with children and young
people with Down Syndrome. Progress is monitored by the class teacher
and reported at the end of each term.

The teaching class is accompanied by a wraparound ‘Stay and Play’ session
which includes a number of focused developmental and fun play activities,
as well as sing and sign . isions using Makaton. Visiting professionals also
join the Stay and Play at regular intervals to offer advice to parents.

Three part time employees deliver the group — a manager and two support
workers.

Feedback continues to be extremely positive with parents particularly
valuing the high quality teaching classes and access to professionals.
Parents are also appreciative of the supportive nature of the group - from
staff and other families.

Training sessions

2023 saw the continuation of our high-quality training events with a focus
this year on specialist topics that could add the most value to our families
and avoided duplication of more widely offered topics from other
organisations. These have been delivered online and face to face and have
included Supporting Chiidren with Down Syndrome in Education, Dental

~ re for Children with Down Syndrome and Supporting Siblings of Children
with SEND. We are thankful for the expertise of Helen Long, Hertfordshire
Spec  Care Dental Service and SIBs in delivering these courses on our
behalf. Feedback from course a=  1dees (both parents and professionais)
has been hugely positive.

























S CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's
w FOR ENGLAND AND WALES report on the accounts

Section A Independent Examiner’s Report

Report to the trustees/ :
members of | DSAchieve

On accounts for the year | 31 December 2023 Charity no | 1176873
ended (if any)

Set out on pages | 9-10

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31/12/2023.

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
2011 (“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent | have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have
examiner's statement come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:
e accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or
e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

y S

signed: | | 1t (e Date: | 27/09/2023

Name: Kaithryn Coxon

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body
(if any):

Address: | 39 Station Road
Harpenden
AL5 4XD

IER 1 October 2018



Section B Disclosure

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
examiners).

Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

IER 2 October 2018



