
CONNECTIOT{S GROLIP E(ETER

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
FOR TI# YEAR EI-IDED 3l I{ARCH 202I

Aim and Purpose
To promote social inclusion for the public benefit and relieve the needs of people in Exeter (and the
surtounding area), who require Health and Social Care services. We do this by providing access to
community and leisure facilities with the aim of relieving the needs of those peopli who are
socially excluded and assisting them to integrate into society. Socially excluded means being
excluded from society or parts of society as a result of experiencing serious and enduring mental
health problems.

Objectives and Activities
To reduce social isolation and improve quality of liFe, by enabling our members access to
commrmity facilities for leisure and social reasons. To include the following:

- One to One work, that breaks down barriers that might prevent participation.- Activities that include walks, ten pin bowiing, meals out, coach trips, quizzes and visiting
the local area.

IIor our rcftitis deliver public benefit
-{'lI our chaitable rtilities focus on our objective to promote social inclusion for those people that
esperieace serious and eoduring mental health problems. The n'ork that we undertake fiothers our
chadtable prlrposcs and in doing so the Tnrstees have paid special regard to the Charity
Comrnissim srnrprrref,ri m prrblic benefit.

AchirrrcrE lrd Pct{orrrncc
Despite it being a difficult year, because of the Covid-19 Pandemic, Connections has continued to
be anailable for its memb€rs, maay of them have a severe and enduring mental illness. Our
facilitaor has critical worker status, and this has meant that he could traveiand meet those most
affected by the various lockdowns.

The rules and regulations at the beginning of the first lockdown, with regards why you could leave
your house, vreren't clear enough for our members. Our facilitator found guidanc", ihut stated those
with mental illnesses were more likely to suffer from isolation. This g,rid*cr, therefore, made it
possible for those suffering from a mental illness to leave their house more &equently. This made a
huge difference to those anxious and isolated people. The facilitator gave u ropy of tm relevant
guidance to all members, to be taken with them when they left the house-.

During the past financial year Connections has been in receipt of Covid-l9 Response grants from
Exeter City Council and Devon County Council, which we are very graten* for. We were
successful in another bid to the Big Lottery Fund and continue to receive our core funding from the
Devol Partnership Trust. We also secured a grant from the Allen Lane Foundation, to *d.rtuk* u
specific task to enhance the life of a very yulnerable person.

It is very heartening to the etlros of Connections' aims, that we receive these grants to enable us to
undertake a wide range of different ways to assist vulnerable people.

The past year has without doubt, been very challenging for those continuing to provide mental
health services. Not only trying to adhere to the regulations, but also help to reduce isolation and
strive to improve the quality of life. This means &at the people who use Connections' services, can
continue to enjoy the events that are put on.
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+:Til:::ffJ'iT *" year to 3l March 2021 amounted to r,36,052 (vear eoded 31 M,rch 2020

L79,074).

Totar payments for the yeax to 31 March 2021 amormed to fz6,a5s 6-er e'raad 3t llrr, rm

f21,339).

The charity holds Ll3,g73 in their bank account'

Reserves Policv 
erves to be held should be 2 months expenses, to include the

Th. Tt*t es agree that the level of res

facilitators salary-

ffi sedthemajor::h^,:yrt,q"-:Hg-iif"1ffi:3##*ilH:"
relating to the operations and furance, "iu" 

cn*iay and a.e satirfi"d thuith.r* are systems in place

i" *itiirt" theirexposure to major risks'

Plans for Future Periods . c ^---:r
We, like many ,td;;still feeling the impact of Covid-19'

Despite this, connections is continuing to ryovi$e. lhe means for its members to reduce their

isolation by nearly operating a full ;;i"; of activitie*, *hil=t adhering to social distancing and

other Covid-19 restrictions'

As restrictions are eased, we will look at re-instating those events that had to be cancelted

throughout the Pandemic'

?l?$#ibgJlij*y,lffif-Tffi6*}L out in the charity,s Memoranium and Articles, which

were first agreed in January 201g. Th";h"rtt is an,nincorporated charitable organisation'

The method of identifying and appointing trustgss is.through recommendations by connections'

members. The conneitior* Group g"G**rretter is also sent to care managers in the mental

health team. This leads to potential t *t"o being found and invited to stand'
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Reference and Administration Details

Registered Charity Number:

Elected Members:

1176763

A Clewes - Chairman
Miss S Hall - Deputy Chair
MissJCurnow - Secretary
B Warren - Treasurer
M Gardner - Trustee

B Wa:ren

Natwest Bank, 59 High Skeet, Exeter, EX4 3DL

19 Fairpark Road, Exeter, Devon, EX2 4HL

G M Corby BSc FCA
Merlin Accouatancy Services Ltd
2nd Floor, 33 Longbrook Skeet, Exeter,
Devon, EX4 6AW

Administator:

Bankers:

Address:

Independent Examirer



CONNECT1ONS GROUP EXETER

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
POR THE YEAR ENDED 3 i MARCH 2021

3f M.rch Z)21
tL

Receipts
Grant
Christmas Draw
Subscriptions
Loan

Pa-vments
Refreshments
Telephone
Post and Stationery
Travelling
Admissions
Room Hire/Storage
Rent
Administrator
Accountancy
Insurance
Advertising
Miscellaneous Expenses
Loan Repayment

NET RECEIPTS/PAY}IE\T S

Cash Funds at 0l April2020

Cash Funds at 3l \Iarch 2021

36,452

2,414
880

2,145
3,422

90
480

11,050
549
312

1,616
3,500

26,459

9,594

51405

l4,ggg

3f Mrrch 2020
ti.

Ls289
40

245
3,500

lg,a74

1,493
678

1,756
2,894

616
443
480

10,900
536
309
982
,u?

36,052

21,339

(2,265)

7,674

5,405
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ASSETS RETAINED FOR OWN USE
Computer
Office Furniture
Printer

cAsH FUTDS
Bank Cunent Account
Cash Held by Administrator

LIABILITIES
Loan
Accnrals

A Cleues - Chairman

Date:

CO\\E[Ti(_)\S GRL.,. P a\afiR.

ST.\TE\IE\T OF \SSETS \\D LI.\BILITIES
I i \1rR.CI-i lr_rl1

3l llarch 2021
f,f

510

i58

13.973
1,026

L4,ggg

31 March 2020
ff,

s10
296
158

3.546
1,859

5,405

3,500
s49

4,449
57;

576

The mernbers declae that th€y approve the financial statements and confirm that they have made
available all relevmt records md information for their preparatioa.

Signed on behalf of the members

\rc{- e$$r(

qc ,"0$ -"f-or-\r_-\ t, t 
I

668 964



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2O2T

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF

CONNECTIONS GROUP EXETER

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31$ March 2021 which are set out on pages 3 to 4.

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner
fhe charity,s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 1M(2) of the

charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. I am qualified to

undertake the examination by being a qualified member of the lnstitute of Chartered Accountants of

England and Wales.

It is my responsibility to:

- Examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

- To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity

Commission under section 145(5Xb) of the 2011 Act; and

- To state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the chmity and a

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any

unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from the trustees conceming

any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide ali th1 evidence that would be

required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a otrue

*d fuit, view and the report is timiteA to these matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner's ststement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

l. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respec! the trustees have

not met the requiements to ensure thal:

s
proper accolnting records are kept in accordance with section 130 of &e 2011 Act; and

accounts are prepared which agree with the accounting records and comply with the

accounting requiremeats of the 2011 Act; or

Z. to which in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper

understanding ofthe accounts to be reached.

G M Corby BSc FCA
Merlin Accountancy Services Ltd
2nd Floor
33 Longbrook Street
Exeter
EX4 6AW

f)ate: .....41 ./n.[.U.
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