
Friends of Burton Manor – Chairman’s Report 

It seems hardly credible that it’s twelve months since my report to the last Annual General Meeting. 

Once again it’s my pleasant duty to extend a warm thanks to all the volunteers who continue to turn 

up week after week to maintain and support this important community asset. Significantly only one 

of whom actually lives in the village ! To try and address this we are reaching out to the village 

organisations and to local residents to come and join us, and we hope to organise a joint event later 

in the year. 

Special thanks must also go to the trustees and officers of The Friends for their unstinting work in 

organising and managing its affairs: keeping the books, carrying out the admin, managing the 

workforce, organising the supplies, arranging the maintenance, and ensuring we stay safe.  

Each year, in accordance with our constitution, we must elect a chairman and treasurer and, in 

rotation, two trustees must stand for re-election. This year it’s the turn of Colin Spencer and Carole 

Hann, both of whom have indicated their willingness to continue in the role, together with myself as 

chairman and our treasurer Tony Statham. 

 

Sadly we have lost two of our stalwart volunteers in the last few months: Terry Murthwaite who 

seemed to spend half his life at the gardens, always building or maintaining some part of the estate, 

and Dave Crelley our ace disposer of garden waste and wood.  They are both remembered with 

affection, and trees are being planted in their memory, in addition to the tree planted to mark the 

King’s coronation. 

Building work on the new properties has continued apace all around us but, with the co-operation of 

the development building team and the site owner, we’ve usually found a way through with the 

minimum of inconvenience and disturbance. We now look forward to working alongside our new 

neighbours, developing and improving the gardens. Unfortunately we have experienced increasing 

problems with dog fouling and are making a special appeal to our visitors to keep dogs on a lead and 

pick up after them. Otherwise we may have to restrict access to the walled garden where crops are 

being grown for sale and consumption. 

As well as all  the work involved in planting, pruning, harvesting, and weeding, the building 

maintenance work on our own property is never ending; replacing, repairing, and refurbishing. 

Despite only being some twenty years since the glasshouse was rebuilt we are having to undertake 

more major repair work on the roof and interior. We will also be taking the opportunity to renew the 

kitchen area which enables us to hire out the building,.  Visitor numbers have remained high, and 

book and plant sales continue to thrive, all adding to our income and helping towards funding our 

many overheads. Thanks too to all the Friends of the Gardens who support us financially through 

their annual subscriptions, and a gentle reminder to those who haven’t paid their 2024 subscriptions 

yet, or haven’t remembered to increase their standing orders. 

Finally a thank you to some unsung heroes – Connie who opens the gardens virtually every day,   

Linda who helps collect the money and takes it to the bank, and the cleaner, Janine, who keeps the 

visitor centre clean, in spite of the gardeners’ muddy feet !  ....... Thank you all. 

Gavin Hunter. Chairman 
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