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Objectives and Activities

As a CIO our objectives are twofold:
i) promoting, in general, scientific topics, by providing facilities for active

participation particularly, but not exclusively, in astronomical observation, and

(ii) assisting Rosliston Forestry Centre in their educational programme for members
of the general public, by providing guidance, practical activities, and information
on all matters relating to astronomy in its many aspects.
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the 'Wow' factor when they observe the wonders of the night sky, a galaxy, a solar flare or
sunspot, at first hand. We believe in encouraging lifelong learning, and helping everyone
to appreciate the value of having a knowledge of Astronomy, to whatever level, and its
place in the world around them.

This year RAG has been able to continue our support assisting Rosliston Forestry Centre
in their weekend Science Days, providing the Astronomy element, including Solar
observation, active radio astronomy, and examples and explanations of deep sky
astrophotography. Our members have also provided the Astronomy element at Rosliston
Farestrv Centre's two '@liight Watch' Events.

Every 'outreach' event offered by RAG involves a number of Members, providing a range
of activities for members of the public to take part in. These activities are free, and
accessible to everyone. Members are 'on hand', both inside and out, to provide guidance,
encouragement, further explanation, provide background knowledge, and extend the
public awareness of the wonders of Astronomy generally.



In addition, during the year, RAG's 'outreach' support for specific community groups was
also able to continue. RAG engaged with three Beaver Groups, two Cub-Scout groups
and a Scout Group to facilitate them being able to achieve their Astronomy Badges. RAG
aISn ILInrkorf Iciltfl an EXn'Inror Sr ni If r rni ln 1LAom'hora nf RAG noiio olloninn nroaontatinna
to two Wl Groups, and in October two Members presented an Astronomy theme to ten
individual classes of Primary children during Rosliston Environment Education Team's
'Schools' Science Week'. The year concluded with, at the end of November, four
Members providing an Astronomy evening for sixty Year Five primary children from a
school in Nnttingharnshire.

In addition to our 'one-off' outreach events, RAG holds a regular series of general
meetings through the year, twice every month, Mid-Month and End of Month. These
meetings are open to everyone, members and non-members, and are publicised on the
RAG website Calendar, Facebook, bv Rosliston Forestrv Centre's Envkorfmental
Education Team, the Rosliston Forestry Centre's website and Centre Information
booklets, specific Leaflets at the Centre, and in the Local 'What's On'.

Achievements and Performance

Following the Pandemic restrictions in 2020/21, this has been the first year since 2019
that the Trustees have been able to assess over a full year of public events the
effectiveness and range of RAG's 'Outreach' Programme over the whole age range. Our
Programme is well established, and well received, and has reached in excess of 1000
members of the general public. during the year.
Having due regard to the Charity Commission's documents on 'public benefit', Trustees
have continued to spend time analysing and discussing future events and activities,
monitoring the effects of the pandemic on the work of the Charity, and with particular
emphasis on identifying effective evaluation and added value, and what the impact is of
holding aII our Meetings as 'hybrid', being 'in person' in the room, and 'online'
The data protection element has continued to be maintained by all meetings being
instigated by the Membership Secretary, as a single source for personal details.

In more detail — the Trustees are extremely proud of the way RAG has functioned
throughout 2022. The positive approach taken by the Trustees in 2020 and 2021 ensured
HAG's programme ot meetings were maintained, and, indeed, built on by the introduction
of the Astrophotography Special Interest Group (SIG). This was achieved by the
introduction of holding 'online' meetings via Microsoft Teams.
This has been built on and increased in 2022 with all meetings being both 'online' and
held 'in person' at RFC. The introduction of the new website in 2021 has been a great
success, and RAG has received a major increase in interest, and contact from tiae generai
public and potential new members.
In practice, Membership this year has increased significantly.

The Trustees are proud to report that there have been a number of specific achievements
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report their overaH significance.
During 2022 we have achieved the following:

January - the continuation of the the provision of bespoke 'Stargazing Experiences'—
nrivoto olionfc: fnr cnonifir nrni ino nf if' ni LfLfir ~i in in Anfnfior Only



April —the decision to reinstate the original numbers when using the Observatory,
while maintaining caution, for safe practice.
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Platinum Jubilee celebrations.

June/July - the decision to create an 'Exhibition' of Astrophotography Images 'donated'
by members in the Astrophotography SIG, with a twofold purpose

- to publicise the work of RAG
—tn rroato a nntontiat 'soothes' cna stlat tn r nntr'rbi i' tn the Phaao 2 fr inrtraie'inn

for the bank of teiescopes.

October —hosted RAG's first Course: 'An Introduction to Astrophotography'

The completion of the build in its entirety in 2020 marked the completion of Phase One of4' Absanzatnnr Prniar t thfith stnrana far 'rlitdas nnw auailablo 'Phaasa Twn is tn frinrt and
purchase a bank of Telescopes plus accessories, to be used as 'training' Scopes, both Qn
and off site, to facilitate 'hands on' practical experience for the various community
groups. During 2022 Bids have been submitted to various grant awarding bodies. To date
these have proved unsuccessful.

Following the pandemic many of these grant awarding bodies have adapted their
eligibility criteria to encompass supporting the various community initiatives for recovery
post pandemic. As external funding is currently difficult to obtain, the Trustees have
supported the suggestion by the Astrophotography SIG, to use some of their images to
create a source of 'safes' to contribute to the Phase Two fundraisino for the bark of
Telescopes. This is a long term project that will raise money, with all sales going to the
Phase Two fund once the initial monetary outlay for printing and mounting has been
repaid.

Monies have been received from external sources however, namely 2150 from the .RFC
Platinum Jubilee fund, and 2268.50 comprising donations from various 'outreach' groups
and from bespoke 'Stargazing Experiences'.

Volunteers

The Trustees would like to thank all the members of Rosliston Astronomy Group for the
level of commitment they have continued to demonstrate this year. Every event that RAG
holds for the public benefit depends on members' voluntary attendance, and willingness
to share both their knowledge and their personal equipment with members of the Public
of all ages. Their support has always reacQy been available

ln addition, the Trustees would like to thank the Members for their continued support for
the fundraising activities undertaken by RAG to help fund the Observatory Project. Their
willingness to make small donations on a regular basis during Club Meetings also plays
an important part in maintaining the Observatory Fund.

Trustees are extremely grateful to the Membership for their generous response to the two
RAG Christmas Appeals made because of the lack of funding opportunities throughout
2020, and the majority of 2021 caused by the pandemic. A return to a regular programme
of 'in person' meetings, and the removal of restrictions, have led the Trustees to decide



not to make a request for a Christmas Appeal in 2022. H
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Financial Review

A detailed analysis of the financial transactions carried out during the year can be found
in the Financial Statement and its accompanying Notes.
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The Trustees have approved this Annual Report.

Signed on behalf of the Charity Trustees for Rosliston Ast onomy Group, by:

Name.
Position:

Mr Edwin Mann
Chair ofTrustees

w/ jz~

Mr ephen Holden
Position: Tru tee
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Approved by the Trustees f)f Rosliston Astronomy Group.
They have been signed on behalf of the Trustees, and the R G Membership, by:

Signature(1) Signature(2)

Mr Ed Mann - Chair of TruSteeS lylr Stephen Holden - Trustee
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