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Trustees’ Annual Report
for the Year ended 30th September 2021

The Trustees present their report along with the financial statements of the 
Society for the year ended 30th September 2021. The financial statements 
comply with the Charities Act 1993 and the Charities SORP 2005. 

Structure, Governance and Management 
Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(Charity Number 1174751) established in September 2017 following the winding 
up of the previous body which was first established as a registered charity in 
1996. As a membership organisation, the work of the Society is overseen by a 
Committee of Trustees with further elected and co-opted Committee members.

Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society is an affiliated member of The Royal 
Horticultural Society, the national garden charity for Great Britain.

Committee 2020 - 2021

John Bagshawe (Chairman) 
Peter Coleman (Deputy Chairman) 
Timothy Woodcock (Treasurer) 
Caroline Peel  
Jennifer Parker (Secretary) 
Sally Peake (ex-Chairman)
Rosalind Whistance (Editor) 
Rosemary Stewart
Colin Smith (Website)
Val Pitts (Membership Secretary
Chris Kidd (ex-officio) 
Colin Pope (ex-officio)

Objectives and Activities of the Society
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The Society’s objectives are to advance public education in 
botany, horticulture, ecology and environmental science at Ventnor Botanic 
Garden, and in furtherance of the objects in particular but not exclusively by:

(a) Holding lectures, discussions, demonstrations, workshops and seminars;
(b) Maintaining and developing a reference library of horticulture books and 
journals;
(c) Promoting and encouraging school visits and guided tours to further the 
education of all age groups;
(d) Giving horticultural assistance in Ventnor Botanic Garden under the 
direction and with the agreement of the Curator, and practical assistance to 
all staff through volunteering opportunities;
(e) Raising funds for specific projects within Ventnor Botanic Garden.

Achievements and Performance

In 2020 - 2021 Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society carried out activities as 
follows:

From October 2020 to March 2021 the Ventnor Botanic Garden Friends’ Society 
had continued to support the Garden even though the Gift Aid programme, 
administered by the Ventnor Botanic Garden Community Interest Company (VBG-
CIC) was replaced by a ‘Round Up For Apprentices’ Scheme, which was not agreed
by the Friends’ Society, but had no choice. Our income was reduced to a tenth of 
what it had been, however we continued to support the Horticultural 
Apprenticeship scheme that involved the part-time employment of a skilled 
trainer/mentor (who was awarded in September 2020 the RHS Banksian Medal for
her work in the Garden and the mentoring of the Apprentices) and two full-time 
apprentices. The Friends’ Society has also funded extracurricular experiences for 
the apprentices in order to widen their understanding of the opportunities for 
careers within horticulture. During the year, one of the apprentices successfully 
completed her two-year apprenticeship and the remaining apprentice who was 
recruited onto the two-year programme successfully completed his 
apprenticeship in one year and one day. Due to the financial situation we have 
reluctantly ceased the Apprenticeship Scheme, however we continue to fund the 
part-time employment of a skilled trainer/mentor to facilitate the support of 
Volunteers within the Garden. 

The Friend’s Society also provides funds for the purchase of trees and shrubs. 
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Volunteers are still being encouraged and their numbers have slowly increased 
since they have felt comfortable to return to the Garden. They mainly work in the 
Garden doing gardening and seed-cleaning. Other activities have been curtailed.

The Friends’ usual fundraising activities have been curtailed due to Covid. 

The Friends’ continue to provide Health and Wellbeing support in the Garden and 
this year we provided eight family Annual Passes for families from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. The scheme is being extended by the Garden to include recovering 
cancer sufferers, NHS workers and more. 

Activities with the Botany Club and Café have also been curtailed. 

We had another trip to Folly Farm (Berkshire) in July 2021.

The Friends’ Society also arranged for The Emma Tennant film to be shown at 
Ventnor Arts Club on 30 September 2021 and 1st October 2021 followed by an 
Exhibition of Botanical paintings to be held in October 2021.

Two issues of Ventnorensis, our biannual magazine for members, were produced. 
Our website continues to develop as a promotional tool for events, along with 
regular e-mails for members. Consideration of the requirements of the General 
Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) has been discussed and compliance 
implemented. 

Membership
September 2020 411
September 2021 371

Robert John Bagshawe (Chairman) 30th June 2022
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