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AGMs are a time for thank yous which I will attempt to achieve during my report.  I do not 
apologise for the length of my report because we have had a busy year.

Alison realigning her role to recruiting volunteers and keeping us legal with all the 
governance regulations, which is a huge task, has our admiration for the amount of work 
she achieves.

Jane Smith who has taken on the task of Group Secretary has settled into the role v well so
a big thanks to Jane.

Dave John, the new addition to our committee who takes on the task of DBS and Child 
Protection Officer and this has been invaluable.  He has streamlined procedures which 
should improve the situation for the future.  Thank you Dave, a big relief.  

Carolynne has become very established in the building welcoming riders, parents and 
volunteers and has been standing in for me while away for which I am very grateful.  I 
should also emphasise that Carolynne attends on a staggeringly regular basis, both 
Wednesday mornings and Thursday evenings.

Karen continues to “spread the word” which is so valuable.

Faye, again, has done a great job coaching all our riders and keeping volunteers 
concentrating!  We are thankful for the fun and enthusiasm she injects into the lessons.  
The two independent riders we had last year seem to have evaporated.  We had a visit 
from Careth recently and she assessed Faye and myself for coaching for the next two 
years, and will come soon to assess Claire.  She also approved three new ponies for us, 
Rufus, Milo and Ronnie, and, when she comes to see Claire, will assess the fourth pony.  
We need to realise that we are so fortunate to have a wide choice of such suitable, honest 
ponies.  Rufus will be used probably on a Thursday evening with a specially chosen rider to
gradually introduce him to our work.  

Schools attending currently, ie  Barrow Island, Ormsgill and Walney, all in the first session, 
Sandside and George Hastwell in the later groups are all reliable attenders usually, and 
very appreciative of riding.  We had briefly experimented with St George’s but realised they 
are sending riders at other times, fully funded, so we decided to continue to offer the places
to Ormsgill.  

Our sponsored ride last year, now more or less an annual event, raised a great amount 
which can be seen in the accounts.  We have provisionally arranged the date of Sunday 22 
September for this autumn.

Shows masterminded by Anne and helped by her team, and with the bran tub kindly 
provided by her mother, has proved fruitful on many levels and it is great to see so many 
“old” faces coming by to say hello.  



The gymkhana, mainly organised by Natalie, was enjoyed by all and we are planning the 
same again this year, thanks to Natalie.

Fund raising has possibly been slightly down on last year but certainly not of concern since 
we are in a healthy position.  With Alison and Jane Duckworth’s efforts, we have received 
funds in various ways which can be seen in the accounts, but with Deere St Barristers, the 
Co-op and Vattenfall, a new donor to us with thanks to Lucas Dewey’s father, Matthew, our 
funds are certainly healthy.   

Riding Report will follow, but I would like to make a special mention to Aileen who has huge 
imagination and resources in making additions to lessons and picnic rides such fun for 
riders and volunteers.  

So, in conclusion, I need to thank all the volunteers who so generously give of their time on 
a regular basis.  Obviously, without volunteers riding could not take place.  A huge thank 
you to Seaview, their staff and of course their wonderful ponies without which we wouldn’t 
be achieving what we are so proud to achieve,  

PJNC
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