
 
With the pandemic during the last 12 months, and the membership generally over 70 years of age, 

it has been limiting to achieve our community benefits.  Compounded by the fact that the Chairman 

stood down from the day-to-day running of the charity in March 2020, due to health, the other 

trustees closed the activities down without regard to Government directives and the Charity 

Commission’s encouragement to continue their public benefit, they should also have undertaken 

an AGM and dealt with membership fees.   

Much larger projects requiring greater numbers have been completed with diligence and social 

distancing.  Between lockdowns last summer, refurbishment of outside furniture and the store shed 

at the community hospital was undertaken for the “Friends of the Hospital”.  More recently 

restoration of a barn was achieved for the “Riding for the Disabled “at Broadlands Medstead.  Both 

of these projects were possible as they were outside. 

The difficulties of Covid 19 were compounded by 4 of our Trustees resigning, leaving only 2 

remaining in post, requiring an urgent appointment in October, we are therefore most grateful for 

the support and effort being put in on our behalf by Brian Cooke of UKMSA. 

With the support of Alton Town Council, we were able to rent the Charles Read Pavilion from 

January to May this allowed us to do some indoor work again socially distanced and with good 

ventilation and the necessary Risk Assessments (ML).  Projects included a storage Box for Bushy 

Leaze School, two glazed notice boards for Froyle Parish Council and some Garden Furniture 

refurbishment.  The Trustees wish to acknowledge the help and support of 2 members over this 

period. 

Although this time has been challenging it has also been a learning curve to keep active not only on 

projects for trustees but to get involved with Zoom meetings with UKMSA, upgrading our skills with 

issues like Men’s Health and wellbeing, Health and Safety and Risk Assessment etc.  Ian also had 

invites to be a guest speaker on two Men’s Shed Zoom slots regarding “Self-Build” and a link into 

West Sussex Men’s Sheds run by W.S.C.C. in Chichester. 

We would also like to acknowledge the financial support we continue to receive from District 

Councillors for equipment purchases as well as funding for some community projects.  We have also 

set up a ‘Just Giving’ page on our Web Site, which has a two-fold benefit, firstly gifts to the charity 

itself and to fund community projects as necessary. 

It is anticipated that open meetings will resume soon so that new interest can be generated to assist 

all older members of the Alton District Community reducing loneliness, anxiety and isolation. 

Thank you again for the many supporters and encouragers in the town.  
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