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STEPPING STONES NURSERY AND
PRE-SCHOOL (CLAVERDON) CIO
England & Wales · Charity number 1173990

Details

Status Registered

Legal form CIO

Registered 2017-07-27

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Stepping Stones Nursery And Prescho
Claverdon Church Centre
Church Road
Claverdon
Warwick
CV35 8PD

Phone 07973910572

Email Clavsteppingstones@welearn365.com

Website www.claverdonsteppingstones.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE CHARITY WORKS FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT HAVING AS ITS OBJECTS THE
DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN PARTICULAR BY:(1)
PROMOTING THEIR CARE AND SAFETY;(2) PROMOTING THEIR EDUCATION AND PROMOTING
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT;(3) PROMOTING THEIR HEALTH AND WELLBEING;(4) PROVIDING
SERVICES TO SUPPORT THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES AND CARERS;(5) PROVIDING SERVICES TO
INDIVIDUALS HOLDING MEMBERSHIP OF THE CIO; AND(6) FURTHERING THE AIMS OF THE
PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING ALLIANCE.

Activities: We operate a nursery and pre-school for local children aged between 2 - 4. We follow the Early
Years Foundation Stage curriculum and run on a termly basis. We are fee-paying but offer hardship grants on
a case-by-case basis.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1173990
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1173990
mailto:Clavsteppingstones@welearn365.com
www.claverdonsteppingstones.org.uk
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Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: Education/training

• Who: Children/young People

Geography

• Warwickshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-08-31 £140,430 £125,533 - -

2023-08-31 £108,440 £108,926 - -

2022-08-31 £109,724 £110,584 - -

2021-08-31 £76,680 £88,437 - -

2020-08-31 £119,941 £78,399 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Katherine Rose Jones Chair 2021-03-10

Julia Stephanie Wagstaffe 2020-02-11

Kirstie Ann Morgan Smith 2026-02-26

Rachel Louise Wild 2023-05-26

Stacey Altham 2023-10-18

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1173990
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Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricte

d funds
Restricted 

funds
Endowmen

t funds
Total funds Last year

 to the 
nearest      £ 

to the nearest 
£

to the nearest 
£

to the nearest 
£

to the nearest 
£

A1 Receipts 

Warwickshire 
Council Grant 
2/3/4 year old

           72,451                    -                      -              72,451            44,967 

Additional 
Grant              4,280                    -                      -                4,280              3,768 

Fees            59,770                    -                      -              59,770            53,921 
Fundraising              2,691                    -                      -                2,691              1,045 

Miscellaneous                 907                    -                      -                   907              4,673 

interest on 
savings                 331                    -                      -                   331                   66 

                   -                      -                      -   
                     -                    -                      -                      -                      -   

Sub 
total (Gro
ss income 

for AR) 

         140,430                    -                      -            140,430          108,440 

A2 Asset 
and 
investment 
sales, (see 
table).

                     -                      -                      -                    -   

                     -                      -                      -                    -                        - 

Sub total                      -                      -                      -                    -                        - 

Total 
receipts        140,430                   -                   - 

         140,430 
       108,440 

A3 Payments
SALARIES            95,757                    -                      -              95,757            87,074 
RENT & 
PREMISES              8,118                    -                      -                8,118              8,262 
OFFICE 
COSTS/ADMI
N              5,536                    -                      -                5,536              4,767 
TAX & N.I              7,876                    -                      -                7,876              2,233 
EDUCATIONA
L ACTIVITY              5,210                    -                      -                5,210              3,677 
TRAINING              1,562                    -                      -                1,562                 129 
MISCELLANE
US              1,473                    -                      -                1,473              1,514 
FUNDRAISIN
G                    -                      -                      -                1,269 

                   -                      -                      -                      -   

Sub total          125,533                    -                      -            125,533          108,926 

A4 Asset 
and 
investment 
purchases, 
(see table)

                     -                      -                      -                    -   
                     -                      -                      -                    -   

Sub total                      -                      -                      -                    -                        - 

Total payments        125,533                   -                   -          125,533        108,926 

Net of receipts/(payments)         14,897                 -                   -           14,897 -            486 

A5 Transfers between funds                  -                 -                   -                      -                   -   

A6 Cash funds last year end         31,439                 -                   -           31,439                 -   

Cash funds this year end         46,335                 -                   -           46,335 -            486 

Charity Name No (if any)

CC16a
Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school Claverdon 1173990

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period from Period start date To Period end date

01/09/2023 31/08/2024



Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

Categories
Unrestricte

d funds 
Restricted 

funds 
Endowmen

t funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

           22,273                    -                      -   
           24,062                    -                      -   

                   -                      -                      -   

        46,335                 -                   -   

OK OK OK

Unrestricte
d funds 

Restricted 
funds 

Endowmen
t funds 

to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

                   -                      -                      -   
                   -                      -                      -   
                   -                      -                      -   
                   -                      -                      -   
                   -                      -                      -   
                   -                      -                      -   

Fund to 
which asset 

belongs

Cost 
(optional)

Current value 
(optional)

                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   

Fund to 
which asset 

belongs

Cost 
(optional)

Current value 
(optional)

                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   
                   -                      -   

Fund to 
which liability 

relates

Amount due 
(optional)

When due 
(optional)

                   -   
                   -   
                   -   
                   -   
                   -   

Signed by 
one or two 
trustees on 
behalf of all 
the trustees 

Date of 
approval

 Details  

B1 Cash 
funds

 Current Account 
 Savings account 

 Total cash funds  (agree balances with receipts and payments 
account(s))

Details

B2 Other 
monetary 
assets

Details

B3 
Investme
nt assets

Details

B4 Assets 
retained 
for the 
charity’s 
own use

Details

B5 
Liabilities

Signature Print Name
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O CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From 01/09/2022 Period start date To 31/08/2023 Period
end date

Charity name: Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon) CIO

Charity registration number: 1173990

Objectives and Activities

Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing
document

To enhance the development and education of children under statutory school

age by encouraging parents to understand and provide for the needs of their

children through community groups and by offering appropriate play,
education and care facilities, ensuring that they offer opportunities for all

children whatever their race, culture, religion, means or ability; by encouraging
the study of the needs of such children and their families and promoting public
interest in and recognition of such needs in the local area; and by adhering to
and furthering the aims and objectives of the Pre-School Learning Alliance.

Summary of the main activities in relation to those purposes for the
public benefit, in particular, the activities, projects or services identified
in the accounts.

~ The Charity opens five days per week to children under 5 years of age,
reaching a maximum of 30 children.

~ We continue to write a monthly update and advertise in the parish

magazine as well as maintain a social media presence, paying regard

to child privacy.
~ We attend various activities at the local church to which we are invited

to attend.

Statement confirming whether the trustees have had regard to the
guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit

The Trustees have due regard to the guidance published by The Charity
Commission on public benefit.



Policy on grant making

We welcome all applications, and try to offer at least one free place where we
reasonably can. This is based on financial need and agreed between the
manager and treasurer.

We were given a donation of money several years ago to be allocated to
children within the local community who would otherwise not be able to
attend.

Contribution made by volunteers

We rely and appreciate the support from individuals who give time and

resources free of charge to support the pre-school:

~ All committee members are volunteers who give their time freely.
~ Running fundraising events and the setting's website. Fundraising

activities have resumes following COVID measures being relaxed. The
hugely popular cinema club has recommenced.

Achievements and Performance

Summary of the main achievements of the charity, identifying the
difference the charity's work has made to the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider benefits to society as a whole.

Play is organised and planned in accordance with guidelines set out by Ofsted

to ensure all areas of the appropriate curriculum are covered; all activities are
available to all children and activities are planned with varying levels of ability

in mind. Information about the children's abilities and achievements at the pre-
school is recorded and shared with their parents and carers. The pre-school
communicates details about each term's topics and activities via a newsletter

to all parents.

Following the Warwickshire Inclusion Kitemarking Scheme (WlncKS) award

last year, which celebrates high quality SEND provision, we have continued to
provide support to families through one on one staffing and preparing
Educational Health and Care plans for those children who require our support.

The setting received an inspection visit from OFSTED in July 2022. The result
was outstanding, which is testament to the hard work of the manager and all

staff.



Financial Review

Review of the charity's financial position at the end of the period

We finished the year at 31/08/2023 with a cash balance of F31,431. Fee and

grant income has remained consistent with the year before.

~ Staff training grant received of 83530.
~ Wage rise and resignation of a member of staff who has been replaced

by a part time playleader.
~ Decision taken to increase the fees due to inflationary pressures and

preparation for the implementation of the additional government funded

hours.

Statement explaining the policy for holding reserves stating why they
are held

We try to maintain a level of 6 months cashf low at the end of the financial
year. Staffing hours are discussed should levels appear insufficient.

We monitor the required redundancy payments in the event of the permanent
closure of the pre-school.

There is no long term rent requirement. The financial outlook is discussed
between the manager and treasurer on a regular basis. The cashbook and
bank balance are monitored monthly paying regard to timing of invoice and
grant payments.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity's principal sources of funds (including any fundraising)

The main sources are almost an even split between government grant for
eligible 2 and 3 year olds and private fee income.

We have also been in receipt of an additional grant for three children with
additional needs.



A description of the principal risks facing the charity

The risks include:

~ Inability to retain or attract staff with the appropriate levels of
qualifications.

~ As tenants we face the risk of no longer having a building to run the
playgroup from.

~ Changes to government policy on free childcare entitlements and
restrictions on charges we can apply outwith the government funded
hourly rate.

We have no long-term financial commitments. The main commitment relates
to staff payments and any staff members entitled to redundancy payments.
We monitor the amounts required bi-annually.

The cash balance of the pre-school are monitored monthly.

Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity's trusts:

Type of governing document

The Pre-School Learning Alliance Model pre-school constitution was adopted
on 1/9/2019 when the pre-school became a CIO.

How is the charity constituted?

The charity is a CIO.

Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional
provisions e.g. election to post or name of any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more trustees.

Trustees are appointed or re-appointed annually at the AGM in May/June of
each year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:



Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon)

CIO

Other name the charity

Uses

Registered charity number 1173990

Charity's principal address Church Centre, Church Rd, Claverdon, Warwick CV35
BPB

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name ONce (if any)
Dates acted If not for
whole year

Name of person (or
body) entitled to appoint
trustee if an

1 Francesca Lever TREASURER

Katy Jones Chair

Julia Stephanie
3 Wagstaffe

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets
held in this capacity

NIA

Name and objects of the
charity on whose behalf
the assets are held and
how this falls within the
custodian charity's

objects

Details of arrangements



for safe custody and

segregation of such
assets from the charity's

own assets

Additional information (optional)

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of ke rsonnel details

NIA

Other tional information



Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

Katy Jones

Chair

Francesca Lever

Treasurer

Date



Ste in Stones nurse and re-school Claverdon

Recei ts and a ments accounts CC~Sa
or e per

from 01/09/2022 31/08/2023

~ 4 - ~ . ~ ~ .
Unrestricted

funds
to the nearest

8
A1 Receipts

Restricted
funds

Io the nearest 6

Endowment
funds

to the nearest 6 to the nearest 4 to the nearest f

Total funds Last year

Warwickshire Council Grani 2/3/4 year cld
Adduicnal Grant

Fees
Jch retention Scheme
Fuudraicicg

Miscellaneous

interest on savings

3,768

1,046
4,673

44,967

3,768

4,6TS
66

57,784

2,800
48,012

1,065

Svb total (Gross income for
AR)

108/MC

A2 Asset and investment sales
(see table).

Svb total

Total receiPts 108,440 - - 108,440 109,724

A3 Payments
SALARIES

RENT & PREMISES
OFFICE COSTS/ADMIN

TAX 8 N. l

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY

TRAINING

MISCELLANEUS

FUNDRAISING

87,074
8,262
4,767
2 233
3,6?T

1,614

87,0?4
8,262
4,767

128
1,514
1,269

8,640
5,833
7,199
2,664
1,437

Svb total 108,926 110,584

A4 Asset and investment
purchases, (see table)

Svb total

r pip r
Net of recei ptsl(payments)

A5 Transfers between funds
A6 Cash funds last year end

Cash funds this year end
31,924

31,438
31,924

31,439

860

860

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~

81 Cash funds Current Account

Savings account

unrestricted
funds

to nearest 6

Restncted
funds

to nearest 6

Endowment
funds

to nearest L



82 Other monetary assets
Details

Total cash funds 31,439
eccouatia))

Unrestricted Restricted
funds funds

to nearest 9 to nearest f

Endowment
funds

to nearest 3

83 Investment assets
Details

Furid to which
asset balan s

Current value
Cost foptional) o lanai

64 Assets retained for the
charity's own use

Details
Fund to which
asset baton s

Current value
Cost (optional) o tional

85 Liabilities
Detail

Fund to which
uabn relates

Amount due
o tional

When due
o tlonal

Signed by one or two trustees on
behalf of all the trustees Signature Print Name Date of approval

&on



CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES report on the accounts

~ ~

Report to the trusteesl
members of Stepping Stones Nursery and pre-school Claverdon

On accounts for the year 31™August 2023
ended

Charity no 1173990
(if any)

Set out on pages 1-2

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of ths above
charity ("the Trust" ) for ths year ended

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act

2011 ('the Act").

Independent
examiner's statement

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention (other than that disclosed below *) in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:

~ accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or

~ the accounts do not accord with ths accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do nol apply.

Signed: Date: 26s June 2024

Name: Keith Baldwin —KWB Accounting Limited

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

Address: 13 Newfield Crescent

Halesowen

B63 3SS

IER October 2018



Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
examiners).

IER October 2018
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CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees' Annual Report for the period

Froin
end date

01/09/2021 Period start date To 31/08/2022 Period

Charity name: Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon) CIO

Charity registration number: 1173990

Objectives and Activities

Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing
document

To enhance the development and education of children under statutory school
age by encouraging parents to understand and provide for the needs of their
children through community groups and by offering appropriate play,
education and care facilities, ensuring that they offer opportunities for all
children whatever their race, culture, religion, means or ability; by encouraging
the study of the needs of such children and their families and promoting public
interest in and recognition of such needs in the local area; and by adhering to
and furthering the aims and objectives of the Pre-School Learning Alliance.

Summary of the main activities in relation to those purposes for the
public benefit, in particular, the activities, projects or services identified
in the accounts.

~ The Charity opens five days per week to children under 5 years of age,
reaching a maximum of 26 children.

~ We continue to write a monthly update and advertise in the parish
magazine as well as maintain a social media presence, paying regard
to child privacy.

~ We attend various activities at the local church to which we are invited
to attend,

Statement confirming whether the trustees have had regard to the
guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit

The Trustees have due regard to the guidance published by The Charity
Commission on public benefit.



Policy on grant making

We welcome all applications, and try to offer at least one free place where we
reasonably can. This is based on financial need and agreed between the
manager and treasurer.

We were given a donation of money several years ago to be allocated to
children within the local community who would otherwise not be able to
attend.

Contribution made by volunteers

We rely and appreciate the support from individuals who give time and
resources free of charge to support the pre-school;

~ All committee members are volunteers who give their time freely.
~ Running fundraising events and the setting's website. Fundraising

activities have resumes following COVID measures being relaxed. The
hugely popular cinema club has recommenced.

Achievements and Performance

Summary of the main achievements of the charity, identifying the
difference the charity's work has made to the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider benefits to society as a whole.

Play is organised and planned in accordance with guidelines set out by Ofsted
to ensure all areas of the appropriate curriculum are covered; all activities are
available to all children and activities are planned with varying levels of ability
in mind. Information about the children's abilities and achievements at the pre-
school is recorded and shared with their parents and carers. The pre-school
communicates details about each term's topics and activities via a newsletter
to all parents.

Following the Warwickshire Inclusion Kitemarking Scheme (WIncKS) award
last year, which celebrates high quality SEND provision, we have continued to
provide support to families through one on one staffing and preparing
Educational Health and Care plans for those children who require our support.

The setting received an inspection visit from OFSTED in July 2022. The result
was outstanding, which is testament to the hard work of the manager and all
staff.



Financial Review

Review of the charity's financial position at the end of the period

We finished the year at 31/08/2022 with a cash balance of f31,924. Fee and

grant income rose considerably relative to the previous year as the setting
returned to pre-COVlD levels of child numbers and no lockdown restrictions.

The wage bill also has risen, in part due to the minimum wage rising to F9.50
and additional staffing requirements due to the setting no longer being subject
to any COVID restrictions.

We continually monitor child numbers and projected income to en sure we
can continue to meet our financial obligations.

Statement explaining the policy for holding reserves stating why they
are held

We try to maintain a level of 6 months cashflow at the end of the financial
year. Sta5ng hours are discussed should levels appear insufficient.

We monitor the required redundancy payments in the event of the permanent
closure of the pre-school.

There is no long term rent requirement. The financial outlook is discussed
between the manager and treasurer on a regular basis. The cashbook and
bank balance are monitored monthly paying regard to timing of invoice and
grant payments.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity's principal sources of funds (including any fundraising)

The main sources are almost an even split between government grant for
eligible 2 and 3 year olds and private fee income.

We have also been in receipt of an additional grant for two children with
additional needs.



A description of the principal risks facing the charity

The risks include:

~ Inability to retain or attract staff with the appropriate levels of
qualifications.

~ Low numbers of children attending and therefore loss of income.
~ As tenants we face the risk of no longer having a building to run the

playgroup from.
~ Changes to government policy on free childcare entitlements.

We have no long-term financial commitments. The main commitment relates
to staff payments and there are only two staff members entitled to redundancy
payments.

The cash balance of the pre-school are monitored monthly.

Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity's trusts:

Type of governing document

The Pre-School Learning Alliance Model pre-school constitution was adopted
on 1/9/2019 when the pre-school became a CIO.

How is the charity constituted'

The charity is a CIO.

Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional
provisions e.g. election to post or name of any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more trustees.

Trustees are appointed or re-appointed annually at the AGM in May/June of
each year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:



Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon)
CIO

Other name the charity
uses

Registered charity number 1173990

Charity's principal address Church Centre, Church Rd, Claverdon, Warwick CV35
SPB

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name

1 Francesca Lever

2
Louise Barlow

Catriona
Margaret
MacNeill Howard

Office (if any)

TREASURER

Chair

Dates acted if not for
whole year

Name of person (or
body) entitled to appoint
trustee if an

Julia Stephanie
4 Wag staffe

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets
held in this capacity

N/A

Name and objects of the
charity on whose behalf
the assets are held and
how this falls within the
custodian charity's

objects

Details of arrangements



for safe custody and
segregation of such
assets from the charityjs
own assets

Additional information (optional)

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of ke rsonnel details

Other o tional information



Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc) C8HYC

05 KoY
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OIARII|(OMMISSIOIR

SRIRNSIIjIWI
01/09/21

To
31/08/22

Receipts and payments accounts CC16a

~ e ~ ~ ~ r

Unrestricted
funds

to the nearest E
Af Recei~inr Coundl Grant 2/3/4 old~Grata
Fees 48 012

Restricted funds

to the neareet E

Endowment
funds

to the neareat E

Total funds

to the nearest E

Last yah/

to the nearset E

40312

Fe
Misge lan caus

1,088 288

Svb total(G/oss income far AR

A2 Asset and invesbnent saute,
see table .

100,724

Svb

Total 109,72i4 100,724

A3 ments
SAIARIES
RENT 8 PREMISES
OFFICE COSTS/ADMIN
TAX & N. I

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY
TRAINING

MISCELLANEUS
FUNDRAISING

83 704

71&

70
0 3

Sub tots 110)AN

A4 Asset and Investment
rcbases see table

Sub tots

Total payments 1tIL$84

Het of receipts//t'payrntrnts
A5 Transfers between funds
A5 Cash funds last year end

Cash funds this year en 31

a,

a.7

~ m ~ ~ ~

Catenaries

81 Cash funds

Dela il s

Currant Aocamt

Unrestricted
funds

to neanrst E

31,824

Restricted funds

to nearrrst E

Endowment
funds

to nearest E

B2 Other monetary assets
Details

Total cash fvnrfs

(egree rerrmrmr eah rermpre reer paemrenle

acrrrrrmr(e))

Unrestricted
funds



63 Investment assets
Detaiis

Fund to
which
asset

beion s

Cost
(optional)

Current
value

(optional)

64 Assets retained for
the charity'S own use

Details

Fund to
which
asset

belon s

Cost
(optional)

Current
value

(optional)

65 Liabiiities
Details

Fund to
which

liability

Amount

due
(optional)

When due

(optional)

Signed by one or two trustees
on behalf of ail the trustees

Signature Print Name
Date of

approval



CHARITY CQNlNIISSIQN Independent examiner's
FOR EN6LAND ANO WALES report on the accounts

~ ~

Report to the trustees/ chenty Name

members of Stepping Stones Nursery and pre-school Claverdon

On accounts for the year 31st August 2022
ended

Charity no 1173990
(if any)

Set out on pages 1-2
(remember to include the page numbers ot additional sheetsj

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the year ended 31/08/2020.

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation

basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
2011 ("the Act").

Independent
examineI"s statement

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:

~ accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or

~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

Signed: Date: 30~ June 2023

Name: Keith Baldwin —KWB Accounting Limited

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

Address: 13 Newfield Crescent

Halesowen

B63 3SS

~ a ~ ~

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
examiners).

IER October 2018



Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

IER October 2018
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CHARITY CONINIISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From 01/08/2020 Period start date To 31/08/2021
date

Period end

Charity name: Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon) CIO

Charity registration number: 1173990

Objectives and Ac5vi5es

Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing document

To enhance the development and education of children under statutory school age
by encouraging parents to understand and provide for the needs of their children
through community groups and by offering appropriate play, education and care
facilities, ensuring that they offer opportunities for all children whatever their race,
culture, religion, means or ability; by encouraging the study of the needs of such
children and their families and promoting public interest in and recognition of such
needs in the local area; and by adhering to and furthering the aims and objectives of
the Pre-School Learning Alliance.

Summary of the main ac5vi5es in relation to those purposes for the public
benefit, in par5cular, the activities, projects or services iden5fied in theaccounts.

~ The Charity opens five days per week to children under 5 years of age,
reaching a maximum of 26 children.

~ We continue to write a monthly update and advertise in the parish magazine
as well as maintain a social media presence, paying regard to chikl privacy.

~ We attend various activities at the local church to which we are invited to
attend.

Statement confirming whether the trustees have had regard to the guidanceissued by the Charity Commission on public benefit

The Trustees have due regard to the guidance published by The Charity
Commission on public benefit.

Policy on grant making

We welcome alt applications, and try to offer at least one fi'ee place where we
reasonably can. This is based on financial need and agreed between the managerand treasurer.

We were given a donation of money several years ago to be allocated to childrenwithin the local community who would otherwise not be able to attend. This amount



stands at f3822. We have not made drawdowns from this pot during the global
pandemic and allocate any free place from the pre-school cash funds. This pot is
held within the overall cashfund.

Contribution made by volunteers

We rely and appreciate the support from individuals who give time and resources
free of charge to support the pre-school:

~ All committee members are volunteers who give their time freely.
~ Running fundraising events and the setting's website.

Achievements and Performance

Summary of the main achievements of the charity, identifying the differencethe charity's work has made to the circumstances of its beneficiaries and anywider benefits to society as a whole.

Play is organised and planned in accordance with guidelines set out by Ohted to
ensure all areas of the appropriate curriculum are covered; all activities are available
to all children and activities are planned with varying levels of ability in mind.
Information about the children's abilities and achievements at the pre-school is
recorded and shared with their parents and carers. The pre-school communicates
details about each term's topics and activities via a newsletter to all parents.

The setting continued to remain open following the second government lockdown.The setting did not have to close due to an outbreak of Covid.

Following the Warwickshire Inclusion Kitemarking Scheme (WlncKS) award last
year, which celebrates high quality SEND provision, we have continued to provide
support to families through one on one stafAng and preparing Educational Mealth
and Care plans for those children who require our support.

Financial Review

Review of the charity's financial position at the end of the period

The charity has continued to face signwcant financial challenges due to the global
pandemic. We operated on reduced child numbers and hence fee income for a
number of months. We were fortunate to continue to receive our full government
grant based on the expected number of children had we not had to dose.
We finished the year at 31/08/2021 with a cash balance of f32,784. This was a
deficit of almost ten thousand pounds for the year, directly felt as a loss of fee
income from children who did not attend. The wage bill also rose due to extra staffingrequired.



Additional points:

~ We were able to access the government job retention scheme for one

member of staff. We took the decision as a charity to top-up staff wages from

the 80% to 100%.
~ We did not charge parents fees for children who did not attend.

We are confident with the child numbers predicted for September that the charity can

meet its commitments. This will be monitored and actions discussed should income

not be as expected.

Statement explaining the policy for holding reserves stating why they are held

We try to maintain a level of 6 months cashflow at the end of the financial year.

Staffing hours are discussed should levels appear insufficient.

There are only two members of staff who would be entitled to redundancy payments

in the event of the permanent closure of the pre-school.

There is no long term rent requirement. The financial outlook is discussed between

the manager and treasurer on a regular basis. The cashbook and bank balance are

monitored monthly paying regard to timing of invoice and grant payments.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity's principal sources of funds (including any fundraising)

The main sources are almost an even split between government grant for eligible 2

and 3 year olds and private fee income.

A description of the principal risks facing the charity

The risks include:

~ Inability to retain or attract staff with the appropriate levels of quaINcations.

~ Low numbers of children attending and therefore loss of income.

~ As tenants we face the risk of no longer having a building to run the playgroup

from.

We have no long term financial commitments. The main commitment relates to staff

payments and there are only two staff members entitled to redundancy payments.

The cash balance of the pre-school are monitored monthly.



Structure, Governance and Ilanagement

Description of charity's trusts:

Type of governing document

The Pre-School Learning Alliance Model pre-school constitution was adopted on
1/9/2019 when the pre-school became a CIO.

How is the charity constituted?

The charity is a CIO.

Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional provisionse.g. el~on to post or name of any person or body entitled to appoint one ormore trustees.

Trustees are appointed or re-appointed annually at the AGM in May/June of each
year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

This organisation was set up in advance to allow the transition of the current
unincorporated chanty, Stepping Stones Nursery (charity number 1027310)tobecome an incorporated charity. This process has been completed with OFSTED (acertwcate issued) and the CIO organisation opened from September 2019.

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon)
CIO

Other name the charity
uses

Registered charity number 1173990

Charity's principal address Church Centre, Church Rd, Claverdon, Warwick CV35
8PB



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name

1 Francesca Lever

2
Louise Barlow

Catriona
Margaret
MacNeill Howard

0%ce (if anyj

TREASURER

Chair

Name of person (or
body) entitled to appoint

whole year t h -f

Julia Stephanie

4 Wagstaffe

11 February 2020

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others

Description of the assets
held in this capacity

NIA

Name and objects of the

charity on whose behalf

the assets are hekl and

how this falls within the

custodian charity's objects

Details of arrangements

for safe custody and

segregation of such assets
from the charity's own

assets



Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)
Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of ke nnel details

Other o onal infiormation

Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the chari 's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

ouise Barlow

Chair

Francesca Lever

Treasurer



CHARITY COMMISSION
FM EhlgLANp p, hip I/yp, i pg Stspptng Stones nursery and ~ool Cteverdon

Receipts and payments accounts
For the INrrlod To 31/08/2101/09/20

CC16a

~ ' - ~ ~

A1 Recel
lhhrwickshire Council Grant 2/3/4 old

Unrestricted R
funds

to the nearest E to the nearest K

40,312

Endowment
funds

to the nearest 5

Total funds

to the neanot 8

40,312

Last year

to the nearest 8

38,995

Fees
Job retention Scheme
F
Miscellaneous

Tmnsfer fundin from uninco rated cha
'

35,242
1,965 1,965

27,705
8,177
1,673

352

38,194

Sub totalfGrossincome for AR

A2 Asset and investment sales,
see table .

11$/41

Sub to

Total receip
78,660 119,$41

AS Pa
SALARIES
RENT a PREMISES
OFFICE COSTS/ADMIN

TAX 5 N. I

EDUCATIONAL ACTIV/TY

TRAINING
MISCELL/rrNEUS

FUHDRAISING

70 578
63 1

393

1 52$

Sub tots

A4 Asset and Investment
rchases see table

Sub tote

Totrri paym
78,399

Net of receipts(payments)
AS Transfers between funds
A6 Cash funds last year end

Cash funds tlris year en

9,7 9,7 41,641

~ a ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 5 ~ 5 ~

Categories

81 Cash funds

Details

Current Account

Unrestricted Restricted funds Endowment

funds funds
to nearest 5 to nearest 8 to nearest'

CGXX R1 accounts (SS)

Total cash funds

(agree rrsenccee wrrh eceefrrre errd~~s))

Details

Unrestricted
funds

to nearest f

Restricted funds Endowment
funds

tonearest8 ggtssstK



B2 Other monetary assets

B3 Investment assets
Details

Fundtowhlchasset ~ Currentvalue

B4Assets retained for the
charity's own use

Details
Fund to which asset

C I t»
Current value

bslon

BS Liabilities
Details

Fund to which
relates

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf
of all the trustees Signature Print Name

Francesca Lever
Louise Barlow

Date of approval

20 -6-&zz

CCXX R2 accounts (SS)
11/05/22
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CHARITY COMNIISSION
FOR ENGLAND ANO WALES

Trustees' Annual Report for the period

From
date

01IOS/2019 Period start date To 31IO&I2020 Period end

Charity name: Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Claverdon) CIO

Charity registration number: 1173990

Objectives and Activities

Summary of the purposes of the charity as set out in its governing document

To enhance the development and education of children under statutory school age

by encouraging parents to understand and provide for the needs of their children

through community groups and by offering appropriate play, education and care

facilities, ensuring that they offer opportunities for all children whatever their race,

culture, religion, means or ability; by encouraging the study of the needs of such

children and their families and promoting public interest in and recognition of such

needs in the local area; and by adhering to and' furthering the aims'and objeNves of

the Pra4chool Learning PJliance.

Summary of the main activNes in relation to those purposes for the public

benefit, in particular, the activities, projects or services identified in the

accounts.

~ The Charity provides 5 days per week to children under 5 years of age,

reaching a maximum of 26 children.

~ We continue to write a monthly update and advertise in the parish magazine

as well as maintain a social media presence, paying regard to child privacy.

~ The nursery website has been significantly enhanced and one committee

member has been looking at ways we can enhance our online presence. We

are also now part of nursery world.

~ We attend various activities at the local church to which we are invited to

attend.
~ The toddler group had to dose at the start of the pandemic.

Statement confirming whether the trustees have had regard to the guidance

issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit

The Trustees have due regard to the guidance published by The Charity

Commission on public benefit.

Additional information {optional)
You may choose to indude further statements where relevant about



Policy on grant making

We welcome all applications, and try to offer at least one free place where we
reasonably can. This is based on financial need and agreed between the manager
and treasurer.

We were given a donation of money several years ago to be allocated to children
within the local community who would otherwise not be able to attend. This amountstands at E3822 and keep this amount within the cash account. We have not made
drawdowns from this pot during the global pandemic and allocated any free placefrom the pre-school cash funds.

Contribution made by volunteers

We rely and appreciate the support from individuals who give time and resources
free of charge to support the pre-school and Toddler group.

~ All committee members are volunteers who give their time freely.
~ Running fundraising events and the setting's website.

Achievements and Performance

Summary of the main achievements of the charity, identifying the differencethe charity's work has made to the circumstances of its beneficiaries and anywider benefits to society as a whole.

~ The setting transferred from an unincorporated charity, Stepping Stones
Nursery (charity number 1027310) to become an incorporated charity. This
process has been completed with OFSTED (a certificate issued) and approval
from the Early years

~ The setting also financially survived the global pandemic, beginning March
2020. We only closed for a short period before opening to a number of key
worker children. The setting opened to all when allowed, but numbers were
down from those parents who chose not to send their children. No staff or
children fell ill over the period.

~ Held two cinema events for the village with additional fundraising for the play
group.

~ Successfully invested in the Wellcomm screening tool and became a
Warwickshire Inclusion Kite-Making Scheme (W.inc. K.s) in july 2020. Thisaward is presented to those early years settings that have demonstrated
excellent indusive practice in supporting children with Special EducationalNeeds and Disabilities (SEND) and their families.



AddNonal information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about

Achievements against objectives set

Play is organised and planned in accordance with guidelines set out by Ofsted to

ensure all areas of the appropriate curriculum are covered; all activities are available

to all children and activities are planned with varying levels of ability in mind.

Information about the children's abilities and achievements at the pre-school is

recorded and shared with their parents and carers. The pre-school communicates

details about each term's topics and activities via a newsletter to all parents.

Performance of fundraising activities against objectives set

A review of fundraising activities was held to focus on a few key events. The

children's cinema is a popular event held on a weekend for all the community to

attend. Two events were held pre-Covid: Toy Story 2 and Frozen 2

Fundraising activities were curtailed following the pandemic.

Financial Review

Review of the charity. 's Qnanciai position at the end of the period

The charity faced signIcant financial challenges due to the global pandemic. We

were operating on reduced child numbers and hence fee income for a number of

months. We were fortunate to continue to receive our full government grant based on

the expected number of children.

We finished the year at 31/08/2020 with a cash balance of f42,541.This is sufficient

to cover staff costs and rent commitments for approximately 6 months.

Additional points:

~ We were able to access the government job retention scheme for a small

number of staff. We took the decision as a charity to top-up staff wages from

the 80% to 100%.
~ Min wage rose to F8.72-a 6.2% increase. After discussions we chose not to

apply this percentage increase to those on deputy and manager salaries

~ We did not charge parents fees for children who did not attend.

~ Fees for the day were reduced to encourage children to attend for longer.

We are confident with the chikl numbers predicted for September that the charity can

meet its commitments. This will be monitored and actions discussed should income

not be as expected.



Statement explaining the policy for holding reserves stating why they are held

We try to maintain a level of 6 months cashflow within the cashfund at the end of the
financial year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The chary's principal sources of funds (including any fundraising)

The main sources are almost an even split between government grant for eligible 2
and 3 year olds and private fee income.

A description of the principal risks facing the charity

The risks include:

~ Inability to retain or attract staff with the appropriate levels of qualNcations.
~ Low numbers of children attending and therefore toss of income.
~ As tenants we face the risk of no longer having a building to run the playgroup

from.

We have no long term financial commitments. The main commitment relates tostaff payments including any staff redundancy payments.

The cash balance of the pre-school are monitored monthly.



Structure, Governance and lwanagement

Oescription of charity's trusts:

Tyye of governing document

The Pre-School Learning Alliance Model pre-school constitution was adopted on

1/9/2019.

How is the charity constituted?

The charity is a CIO.

Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional provisions

e.g. election to post or name of any person or body entitled to appoint one or

more trustees

Trustees are appointed or re-appointed annually at the AGM in May/June of each

year.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about

Policies and procedures adopted for the induction and training of trustees

This organisation was set up in advance to allow the transition of the current

unincorporated charity, Stepping Stones Nursery (charity number 1027310) to

become an incorporated charity. This process has been completed with OFSTED (a

certificate issued) and the ClO organisation opened from-September 2019

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name

Other name the charity
uses

Stepping Stones nursery and pre-school (Glaverdon)

Glo

Re istered cha number 1173990
Charity's principal address Church Centre, Church Rd, Claverdon, Warwick CV35

SPB



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Oflce (if any)
Dales acted if not for
whole year

Name of person for
body) enticed to appoint
trustee if an

FRANGESCA
LEVER
Cabiona
Margaret
MacNeill Howard

TREASURER

3 Louise Barlow



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets
held in this:capacity

Name and objects of the
charity on whose behalf
the assets are held and
how this falls within the
custodian charityjs objects

Details of arrangements
for safe custody and
segregation of such assets
from the chanty's own

assets

Additional information (optional)

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive er names of senior staff members (Optional

information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of ke ersonnel details

Other o tional information



Deelara5ens

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed- en behalf of the charity's trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

ouise Barlaw Francesca Lever

Treasurer



CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES ei""0~""~'y~

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period

from
To 31/08/2001/09/19

CC16a

~ ' - ~ ~ ~ ~ .
Restricted funds Total funds Last year

funds funds

to the nearest E to the nearest R to the nearest 5 to the nearest E to the nearest R

A1 Recei
1%swickshire Councs Grant 2I3/4 old

Job retention Scheme

F
Miscellaneous

Trans/er fmm uni

$,177
1,573

$,177
1,$73

1,$00

Sub total(Gross income for AR)

A2 Asset and investment sales,
see table .

11$,$41
11$,$41 1,$00

Sub tote

Total reeeip 119,041 11$,$41 1,000

A3
SALARIES

RENT & PREMISES

OFFICE COSTSIADMIN

TAX 8 N. I

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY

TRAINING

MISCELLANEUS

FUNDRAISING

63,391.09
7,885.50
2,393.11

494.00
1,908.74

589.70
1+29.12

208.00

7,$$8

1,52$

A4 Asset and investment
urchases see table

Sub tots

Tolai payments

Net of receipts/(paymentsj

A5 Transfers between funds
A6 Cash funds last year end

Cash funds this year en 42,541

41,541

1,000

42,541

1~

~ a ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Categories

l31 Cashfunds

Details

Current Account

Unrestricted
funds

to nearest f

Restricted funds

to neanrst K

Endowment
funds

to nearest S

CCXX R1 accounts (SS)

Total cash funds

(sarrrs~wNh r8reern and~
1
~5))

42,541

IIIVQIZd



Details

B3 Investment assets
Fund to whhh asset C~ I Current value

bsl

B4Assets nttained for the
charIty's own use

Details Cost (opsonal)

B6 UabllftIes
Details Fund to which

Gab relates
Amount due

0
When due

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf
of all the trustees .

Francesca Lever

CCXX R2 accounts (SS)
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