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As a volunteer-led parent organisation and youth charity, we rely on our dedicated team of 
teachers, coaches and inspiring volunteers to oversee, co-design, deliver and support our 
programmes of after-school, Saturday school and mid-term activities for disadvantaged young 
people living in the Angel Town estate and surrounding areas in Brixton, South London.  Our 
primary goal is to provide access and support structures to those who might otherwise fail to 
engage with or feel excluded from resource-dependent activities such as learning to play a 
musical instrument, including classical piano, or participating in elite sports such as rowing.   Our 
programmes are designed and delivered in a way that helps to break down barriers to access and 
participation so as to advance the skills, life chances and lived experiences of all young people, 
regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic background, including various dimensions of poverty.   
We work to ‘level the playing field’ so young people who cannot afford private lessons or additional 
tuition fees, can continue to advance their skills by participating in our programmes, such as 
progressing to grading stage piano, or perform to an audience and participate at competitions 
such as the Nationals or the London Youth Games. 

We specifically target resources and facilities towards early intervention programmes, including 
in 2022, our first ever LEAP funded early-years activities programme for 0–3-year-olds, focusing 
on live music performances, parent and child sing-along sessions, rhymes and dance, all tailored 
to suit the needs of young children and their parents/guardians. These ‘wrap around’ family 
focused programmes complement our after-school group music lessons, our Saturday school 
remedial sessions and mid-term sports and holiday activities. We believe in supporting children 
and young people throughout their formative years, not just for one-off funded programme 
interventions, but for the ‘life cycle’ of their childhood.

Taking participants from beginners’ stage, (age 7) to advanced (age 18), we specialize in music 
learning using a combination of ABRSM classical piano training, reading sheet music and exam 
preparations, backed up by informal and improvised creative workshops, including guitar classes, 
band workshops, singing and song writing. As such, it provides a broad mixture of learning 
opportunities and experiences. Our centre is designed to facilitate group classroom learning 
activities, with an array of resources including a baby-grand piano, 3 electric baby-grands, a host 
of electric keyboards and guitars, acoustic guitars, amps, drums, pa systems, music workbooks 
and music production equipment.  



We provide Saturday School revision classes and remedial teaching for children and young people 
(CYP’s) preparing for Secondary School transition exams, as well as ‘booster’ and revision classes 
for GCSE students who need additional support for their studies in Maths, Science and English.  
Our physical development and wellbeing programmes include weekly indoor rowing coaching 
sessions, complemented by mid-term on-water rowing programmes, presented in collaboration 
with London Youth Rowing and the Lambeth Sports and Development Team. These initiatives are 
designed to enhance the confidence and resilience of our participants, while also increasing the 
capacity of the organization and community overall.  For example, we participate at the National 
Junior Indoor Rowing Championships (NJIRC) and the London Youth Games Regatta.  In summer 
2022, our rowing squad won an individual silver (Year 7 girls) and a bronze for our relay team at the 
London Youth Games.  

During the 2021-22 academic year, we were successful in securing funding from the DOITNOWNOW 
– Common Call fund, to run our core programmes in music and Saturday School provisions, where 
the latter maintains a student to teacher ratio of 4:1.  With respect to rowing, the Gemini Boat Race 
provided funding for four on-water mid-term sessions, while London Youth Rowing (LYR) continued 
to sponsor our weekly indoor rowing hub, and LB Lambeth continued to sponsor both our Holiday 
Activity Programmes (HAP) and our rowing programmes.

We continue to seek funding in order to sustain both our projects and our organization and have 
been developing our collaborative working relationships with groups such as School Ground 
Sounds, Youth Futures, the Rio Ferdinand Foundation and LEAP, with funding to run programmes 
and workshops such as Windrush Amplified, Summer Violins, Make Beats and Wind Beneath Wings.  
The Chair and trustees of Brixton Wings acknowledges the support and thanks all of our funders, 
donors and partners without whom we would not be able to continue to provide the resources 
and facilities to the high standard and consistency with which we present our programmes and 
organisation.

We will continue to work closely with partners such as Lambeth Music Services and the Lambeth 
Sounds network – taking referrals and running collaborative mid-term programmes with network 
members. Just as much as we invest time and resources into the development of our partnership, 
working and supporting the young people in our community, parents too, invest their time and 
energy into supporting the organization, volunteering to help in areas such as maintaining a clean 
and hygienic centre, putting away equipment after classes and making sure their children have 
practiced their pieces and are ready to present their work. For those parents who might need 
extra support, for example with their social welfare, housing applications, CV’s or Children’s school 
applications, we invest time and effort into helping, knowing that a good quality family life means 
better opportunities for young people overall. 



Our Saturday School registration in 2022 has highlighted an increase in ‘looked-after’ children 
in the community or extended family, with 30% of our attendees being looked after specifically 
by their grandparents. Our informal learning environment for remedial teaching includes putting 
‘the love of reading’ central to the work we do and as such storytelling, creative writing, reading 
styles and general knowledge development has enabled the younger children to embrace learning 
and feel comfortable in our learning environment. We have built up a library of children’s books, 
including text books, workbooks and ‘past exam papers’, all valuable resources to assist in the 
delivery of our classes and programmes. 

The outcomes have been evidenced by improved grades, increased confidence levels and 
participation in class activities. Our support for GCSE revision classes remains one of our top 
priorities for Saturday school and we hope to increase the number of participants accessing and 
benefiting from the programme year on year, as this is an area where engagement with young 
people is most challenging. We proactively target hard to reach CYP’s, particularly those at risk 
of School exclusions or premature drop out, prior to completing and securing a graded stage of 
learning and development.  The majority of our participants come from the Angell Town Estate, 
and surrounding estates in Brixton, South London, where we have been delivering youth-focused 
programmes for over ten years.   


































