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Chair’s Report  

Our dedicated team of teachers, trustees, inspiring volunteers and parents are all fully committed to 

ensuring we provide the best possible learning and skills development environment for disadvantaged 

young people living in the Angel Town estate and surrounding areas in Brixton.  We provide resources 

and facilities for Early Intervention Programmes, including week-day after-School group music lessons, 

Saturday remedial school, weekly and mid-term sports activities.   Taking participants from beginners’ 

stage, (age 7) to advanced (age 18), we specialize in music learning using a combination of ABRSM 

classical piano training and exams, backed up by informal and improvised creative workshops, including 

guitar classes, band workshops, singing and songwriting.  Our centre is designed to facilitate group 

classroom resources with an array of musical instruments, from a classical baby-grand piano, 3 electric 

baby-grands, a host of electric keyboards/guitars, acoustic guitars, amps, drums, to music workbooks 

and music production equipment. 

We provide Saturday School revision classes and remedial teaching for children and young people 

(CYP’s) preparing for Secondary School entrance exams, as well as ‘booster’ and revision classes for 

GCSE students who need additional support for their studies in Maths, Science and English. 

Our physical development and wellbeing programmes include weekly indoor rowing coaching sessions, 

complemented by week long mid-term on-water rowing programmes, presented in collaboration with 

London Youth Rowing and the Lambeth Sports and Development Team.  These initiatives are designed 

to enhance the confidence and resilience of our participants, while also increasing the capacity of the 

organization and community overall.  For example, we participate at the National Junior Indoor Rowing 

Championships (NJIRC) and the London Youth Games Regatta. 

During the 2019-2020 academic year, our music students have made considerable progress despite the 

pandemic, which changed the direction of all activities in all organisations, not least our ability to deliver 

on-site learning.   Since March 2020 our provisions have gone exclusively online, with a few exceptions 

when the centre was open in line with Government policy.  These challenges notwithstanding, 

participation levels have remained high and consistent, with over 95% attendance week on week.  

However, we have not been able to register new CYP’s onto our programmes during lockdown as we 

remained focused on existing provisions and the long-term sustainability of Brixton Wings.  



2 

We continue to seek funding in order to sustain both our projects and our organization – and have been 

successful in 2020 to have been awarded funding by the following agencies and organisations; 

London Community Funders - City Bridge Trust, SW9 Community Housing, LB Lambeth – London 

Community Foundation, LB Lambeth SLA for rowing provision, with additional specific donations from 

Café Nero and A political. 

The Chair and trustees acknowledge and thank all of the above funders and donors to our organization 

without whom we would not be able to continue to provide the resources and facilities we do.  

Lil Sullivan, Chair 

 

Our Organisation and the People we work with. 

 

After School Music Classes 

Brixton Wings are fortunate to have a team of excellent teachers for our after-school and Saturday 

School provision, always willing to go beyond the requirements of their role, including printing out music 

sheets, staying longer to help particular students, donating old equipment or books and helping to 

fundraise and create awareness of the work we do.   In addition, teachers’ pay particular attention to 

helping young people through their preparations for their Royal School of Music ABRSM piano exams – 

graduating from grade to grade as they progress in their studies and musicianship. 

We work closely with Lambeth Music Services and are partners within the Lambeth Sounds network – 

allowing for greater partnership working between network members.  For example, we work closely 

with School Ground Sounds to deliver our Windrush project, which has been running since 2018.  

Central to the work we do is our relationship with parents.  Just as much as we invest time and 

resources into the development of our young people in the community, parents too invest their time 

and energy into supporting the organization, volunteering to help in areas such as maintaining a clean 

and hygienic centre, putting away equipment after classes and making sure their children have practiced 

their pieces and are ready to present their work.  For those parents who might need extra support, for 

example with their social welfare, housing applications, CV’s or Children’s school applications, we are 

happy to invest time and effort into helping, knowing that a good quality family life means better 

opportunities for young people overall. 

 

Indoor and On-water Rowing 

Throughout the year (and since 2010) we work in collaboration with London Youth Rowing (LYR) to 

develop rowing initiatives and activity programmes at a community grassroots level, with funding 

support from LB Lambeth’s sports and development team and other funding agencies.  We have 

increased the capacity of the borough in terms of participation in the sport of rowing, presented by 

Brixton Wings as a weekly after-School and mid-term free activity.  In July 2019, we took 20 of our 

rowers to Ireland as part of an EU Erasmus funded youth exchange programme, and in October 2019 we 
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hosted 20 rowers from Carlow RC. Ireland, as part of the same Erasmus youth exchange initiative.  Our 

plan was to continue with the EU ERASMUS youth exchange opportunity throughout 2020, but the 

pandemic in early 2020, coupled with the decision to remove the UK from ERASMUS, has halted such 

ambitions.  However, we remain hopeful that over time we will be able to run further youth exchange 

programmes as past experience has shown that initiatives such as this provide wonderful opportunities 

for forging long-term friendships and personal confidence building.  

 

Saturday School – Preparation and Revision classes. 

Our informal learning environment for remedial teaching includes putting ‘the love of reading’ central to 

the work we do and as such story-telling, creative writing, reading styles and general knowledge 

development has enabled the younger children to embrace learning and feel comfortable in our learning 

environment.  We have built up a library of children’s books, including texts books, workbooks and ‘past 

exam papers’, all valuable resources to assist in the delivery of our classes and programmes.  The 

outcomes have been evidenced by improved grades, confidence levels and participation in class 

activities. 

Our support for GSCE revision classes remains one of our top priorities for Saturday School and we hope 

to increase the number of participants accessing and benefiting from the programme over the coming 

year; as this is an area where engagement with young people is most challenging.  We have noted a 

particular reluctance by some young people in the area to place priority in educational attainment and 

as such we have found that this group, who may be most in need of help, are most likely to not engage 

with our services and provision.  We are working proactively to reach out and engage with this group. 

Organisational Impact Assessment   

Throughout the year we support up to 100 CYP’s per week.  Participation can vary from ‘After School 

music classes’ – which run from 4.30pm – 6.30pm Monday to Friday, to Saturday School, term time, and 

on-water rowing throughout each mid-term.  Due to the pandemic all on-water activities ceased as from 

March 2020, and soon afterwards this was followed by a closure of indoor rowing activities.   Despite 

this, we continued to run ‘socially distanced’ keep fit in the part activities, when allowed by Government 

guidelines and outside of ‘lockdown’ protocols.   

Many of these children could not afford private music classes or indeed attend other ‘music resource 

centres’ due to cost or location barriers.  All our participants come from the Angell Town Estate, 

surrounding estates or are Lambeth residents.  Each learner is equipped with a keyboard, headphones, 

jack-adaptor and music books – or equivalent instrument and workbook for guitar and band workshop 

classes, as such increasing their ability to fully utilize the learning and playing experience. 

Our parents are all fully committed to the work we do and provide very positive feedback on ‘the 

observed improvement of their children’.  We hold regular concerts in which they can witness for 

themselves the progress made and the impact of the programs on their child’s confidence and 

development. 

Medg Sullivan – Volunteer Programme Manager. 
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Projects and Partners 

We work closely with School ground Sounds (SGS), a key partner in the delivery of our Windrush 

Amplified Workshops – exploring the lives and lived experiences of those who came to work in the UK 

from the Caribbean, forging an integral part of the development of the NHS and other essential State 

infrastructure systems. 

School Ground Sounds have also donated musical equipment to Brixton Wings and supported our gifted 

students, through ‘Hattie’s Fund’.   

Windrush Amplified — School Ground Sounds 

Hatty's Fund — School Ground Sounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

https://www.schoolgroundsounds.org/windrush-amplified
https://www.schoolgroundsounds.org/hattys-fund
http://www.lambeth.gov.uk/
https://twitter.com/london_cf

































