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Unity Methodist Church
Registered Charity 1173520

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST AUGUST 2022

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Unity Methodist Church (UMC) is based in Sandbach, Cheshire. It formally came into being in

September 2020 and was formed with the merging of three Methodist Churches, Sandbach,
Wheelock and Sandbach Heath Iyiethodist Churches.

UMC is part of Cheshire South Methodist Circuit and is an active member of Churches Together in

Sandbach.

UMC has responsibility for three sites and over 130 church members. In January 2022, UMC decided
to close permanently its site at Sandbach I-leath. A final service was held there in May 2022 and a
decision was made in July 2022 to sell the building and surrounding land. It is envisaged that the sale
will be completed sometime in 2023,

Our other buildings are used by the church or hired out for a wide range of community activities and
organisations throughout the week.

Trustees 2021/22:

Jayne Bunn

Karen Foster
Katy Lowe

Jeremy Tresise

Ellen Cieka

Robert GIassonbury

Stephen Parker-Aiken

Timothy Cooke
Ann Horsfield

Alan Pimlott

Nilda Eyre

Linda Jones
Pauline Sherwin

OMECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Our weekly prayer group continued throughout COVID restrictions to meet on Zoom and this has
continued after the ending of lockdown with an appreciably higher number in attendance.

Regular in-person worship resumed in the summer of 2021 and became a weekly event in

September 2021.These include 4 uAII-Age" services a year with our Uniformed Organisations, a new
monthly Contemporary Worship Service and a monthly "Breakfast Church" for young families.

In September, we resumed our popular Saturday Coffee Mornings. This was particularly appreciated
by those living alone and by members from the local Dementia Friendly Sandbach group, Our two
toddler group sessions, Stepping Stones continue to thrive, under the supervision of our Circuit
Children and Family Worker.
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In addition, Unity provides a monthly community hot lunch meal at its Wheelock site, which is well
received with a variety of other social events provided during the year.

In December 2021 and May 2022, we hosted "Hope Journey" for a local Primary School, explaining
the Christmas and Easter stories respectively. Members also took part in the Churches Together in

Sandbach outdoor carol service in the town. Unity were also part of the making and delivery of
Christmas Teas on Christmas Eve.

The foodbank continues to operate and is reporting a steady increase in numbers of those being
referred. It remains an internal organization of Unity but with support from members of other local
churches. During the course of the past twelve months, talks also began with a view to starting up a
Community Food Pantry based in one of our buildings, The Wesley Centre. In July 2022, this was set
up as an internal organisation of Unity and will become "live" in October 2022. Its aim is to support
local households cope with the increases in the cost of living by offering food and toiletries at
substantially reduced rates.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

FINANCE REPORT

The method of accounting used is that of Receipts and Payments and the Methodist Standard Form
of Accounts, which is attached to this report, summarises the Receipts and Payments for the year
ending 31August 2022.

Like most organisations, the church finances suffered during the pandemic lockdowns and
restrictions but during this year there has been a gradual improvement. Excluding the Receipts and
Payments for the Internal Organisations, the Church Receipts were E100,788 and Payments
amounted to f117,437, leaving a shortfall of f16,649. This sum was met from reserves.

The biggest outgoing was the Circuit Assessment of E61,243. The figure of f51,103 for Offerings and
Tax Recovered was over E9,400 less than the previous year but that is partly due to receiving two
years' tax refunds in 2020/21. Lettings of the premises has gradually increased and, although the
income is not yet up to pre-pandemic levels, E32,108 was raised. The figure of E15,607 for Donations
includes donations for the two years —2020-2022. Also fundraising events have increased during the
year and have raised f11,172.

Volunteers work hard to look after the premises and to organise fundraising events and it is thanks
to their efforts that the church's finances are better than originally forecast.

RESERVES

A Reserves Policy has been prepared. At 31 August 2022 the General Fund was f50,595 and
designated funds include E10,000 for a future mission project at New Horizons and f433 for the
Christmas Day lunch. Restricted funds total E2,784- ES35 in the Charity Fund and E2,249 given
specifically for projects in the Wheelock community. A draft Budget for 2022/23 has been prepared
and the forecasted figure for expenditure is f106,000. It is our policy to hold 50% of anticipated
expenditure in our reserves.
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THE FUTURE

The Circuit has agreed to reduce the Assessment by 253S for one year only, which will be a great
help. Energy costs have not yet affected the church and, as the fixed-term gas and electricity
contracts end dates are staggered between November 2022 and June 2024, the rise in costs,
although significant, will be gradual. The forecasted budget for 2022/23 shows that we should break
even, but the concern is that when the Circuit Assessment returns to 10031 level in 2023/24 and the
energy price rises start to take effect, the church will need to use its reserves, leaving nothing for
new mission work.

DECLARATIONS

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above. Signed on behalf of the
charity's trustees:

Signature

Full name Jeremy Tresise

Position Chair

Date 11January 2023
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CHURCk
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

UNITY METHODIST CHURCH

FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31 August 2022

Cheshire South INethodist Circuit Circuit no. 11/8

Registered Charity - Charity Registration number

,f not a registered charity Her Majesty's Revenue and
Customs Gift Aid number
(The HMRC number is equivalent to a registered charity number in terms of evidence of charitable status
and may be used to give to donors or grant funders wishing to see evidence of the organisation's
chaditable status. Methodist charities in England and Wales that are not registered charities are excepted
from registration under Statutory instrument 2014 No.242)

Minister:

Rev Jerefny Tresise

Nilda Eyre

Ann Horsfleld

Church Stewards:

Cynthia Kelly

Pauline Sherwin

Treasurer:

Ann Horsfield
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2022

SECTION A
Unrestricted

Funds

UNITY METHODIST
CHURCH

Restricted Totahr this
Funds yssr

Totals last
yesl'

s5

s6

b1

b2

b3

b5

RECEIPTS

Offerings snd Tax recovered

Bank snd CFB interest and
Investment income

Letting s

Other receipts

TOTAL RECEIPTS

SECTION B

PAYMENTS

Circuit Assessment or Share

Donaflons

Repairs and Maintenance

tilities (Insurances, water
cha es heatin & li htin

Note

49,899

233

32,108

15,095

97,335

61,243

14,675

17,634

19,117

1,204

2,249

3,453

932

51,103

32,108

17,344

100,788

61,243

15,607

17,634

19,117

(a7)

60,597

53

21,713

4,896

87,26a

61,243

13,921

16,015

b7

b8

Other payments

TOTAL PAYMENTS 116,505

3,836

117r437 (b9)

1,891

94,537

c1

SECTION C

NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS
FOR THE YEAR

Total funds brought forward from
last year

(19,171) 2,522

77,456 253

(16,64$) (7,278)

77,7'I 9 (c6) 82,877

c3 Sub total ctec2 58,266 2,784 61,070 75,5$$

c4 Transfers and adjustments 2,742 2,742 (c7) 2, 120

c5 OTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR (c3+c4) 61,028 2,784 63,812 (ca)
I

77,7~19 (c6)

SECTION D

d
FOR INFORMATION ONLY' MONEY RECEIVED AND PA ED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS

these amounts are not to be included in total receipts/ps ments fi urus above)

d1 Balance brought forward from last year

d2 Offerings/Gifts - received for external orgsnisations 1,778 150

d3 Offerings/Gifts - passed to external organisstions 1,778 150

d4 BALANCE STILL TO BE PAID (d1+d2-d3)
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SUMMARY OFCH RCHACC

UNITY METHODIST CHURCH

CH COUNCIL

BECTION E se fallow ths Guidance N thi
Bummmy of the Church accounts for the year ended 31 August 2022 end Internal Organ i sation s reporting to Ihe Church Co uncilpghumh Meegng. Note that ihe funds af
en Inlemal Organba1on woukl narmagy be Restricted funds unless itcaukl be dearly shown that they cauld be used for any Melhadist purpose This secdanmust be
camplmed ta amve st ths gross income and expenditure toads of the Church. If gross income exceeds the Accruels threshold, then the Accrusls method of ecoountmg
AND A DIFFERENT FORM must be used to rspon the accounts (see hcsmodlsl websss). please refer tO the guidance notes regarding transfers bebveen the Diebhd
and connected District Olgsrasealw8.

08TERNAL
ORGANISATIONS

el Sandbech Foodbsnk

et Wesley Gugd

e3 Ufeiine DSM Advkm

et BOwgng Club

el Lml ice Circle

ee Mums end Tots

1,872

1,600

Payments

8,711

977

Net Reaelpls/
Paynwnts

(6,839)

50

623

Ad)uslnl8llls

(1,200)

(273)

(1,542)

Opening
balances

20,947

2,988

273

1,542

Closing balances

12,907

58

3,611

887

e7

Sub total of

Internal

e8
anisatlansfunds

Church accounts (totsb
SC lrghtfalwsldbom p898

- totem column)

18
TOTAL CABH FUNDS HELD
BY CHURCH

4,599

100,788

105,387

(87)

10,622

1tyr437

123,059

(ba)

(8,023)

(18,0ea)

(22,672)

(3,015)

2,742

(274)

(cy)

28,501

77,719

104,228.63

(e11)

(c6)

(x)

17,453 (e12)

63,612 (c8)

61,276 (y)

Continue on a separate sheet
ilf necessary and bring me
tale Is foewe rtl

TOTAL TOTAL
RECEIPTS PAYMENTS

SECRON F

ASSETS AND UAB

CHURCH - CASH FUNDS HELD at 31 August 2022

ll Ceshin hand

6 Bank CurrentAccount

OPENING
BALANCES

10,380

CLOSING
BALANCES

10,477

O Bank Depoet account

N Central Finance Board

Trustees far Methodist
Church Pu oses

er funds

uB TOTAL - Chumh
accounts
Tarsi funds hem by Internal

OrgsnlsStlmw gh8 claslrlg
balance total fram shove)
el 2

TOTAL CASH FUNDB HELD
BY CHURCH

67,336

77,719 (c6)

26,501 (e11)

104,221 (x)

53,335

83,812 (c8)

17,463 (el2)

$1,276 (y)

SECTION 0

OTHER ASBETS and LIABILITIEB

Al

1 SePternber 2021

Ai

31 August 2022

gl Investments (imdude Endowments)

Land 6 Buimings (eee nateS
re Insurance value)

Other Assets —Contsnte
grisumnrw Value)

Loan(e) - show amount
outstanding at year end

Other Uabggiee

8,934,850

201,815

9,770,988

188,965

f4 Indude only Funds held at the Central Finance Beard
I5 Inctude only Funds held at Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
gl Include any other investments (nat the cash element of TMCP trusts accounts this is inn used In Sne IS
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Name of Church UNITY METHODIST No 11/8

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 August 2022 have been
prepared from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

' Ir V

Signature of treasurer .. . ... . .. . ... ... . .Ektrss5.

Name and address of treasurer ..O'CS. ..A, HORS. F. .IEA-.&

Date, .. . .&c'.J.q. ).kZ. . ..

.„3,(.„FlkL&S...28(.VK, .. . ..SBMQEAc H, . . ..

. resentation to the Church trustees

. . . Post Code. .&. .Nil. ..).9 8,

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2022 were/will be*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held on . .. I.W.-.Q.I.:@~

Signature of the Chair of the meeting .„,. .. . .

Name of the Chair of the meeting . . .. .„.Z~@i",.f . .WkC3i F~ Date tg (

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

Unity Methodist Church
Charity Number 1173520

Responsibilities and basis of report

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Unity Methodist Church for the year
ended 31 August 2022 set out on pages 2 to 3. As the Church's trustees, you are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Church's accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act
and, in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

delete or circle as appropriate
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Name of Church UNITY IIIIETHODIST CHURCH No t173520

Independent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in connection
with the examination (other than that disclosed below ) which give me cause to believe that in, any material
respect

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

[the [the

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be

.cached.

I have/have not' obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the Methodist
Church which are individually in excess of 810,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner

arne of firm (where appropriate) .

Address . M(
Post Code ... .. ~

* delete or circle as appropriate

Sep-22
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