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Divine Love Christian Assembly Luton
Trustees' Report

Aim aad parposes
The Divine Love Christian Assembly Luton, (DLCA) trustee board hss a responsibility for thc advancement of the
Christian religion in the United Kingdom for the benefit of the public through the holding ofprayer meetings,
lectures, public celebration ofChristian festivals and producing/distributing literature on Chrisuan faith to enlighten
others about the Christian religion. The DLCA Luton uustcc board is also speeiflcally responsible for ensuring the
availability ofplaces ofworship and particularly the current rented premises at Sundon Village Hsfl.

Objectives and Activlues
Ibe DLCA Luton trustee board is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and to
become part ofour parish community at DLCA Luton. The trustee board maintains an overview ofworship snd
prayer in the local mea of Luton. Ministers within the trustee board invite and liaise with other Christian groups and
ministrics in the United Kingdom and abroad to ensure that the local community bcnefits Fmm the pmsching of the
Word.
When planning our activities for the year, the incumbent and tho DLCA Luton trustee boanl have considoied the
Commission's guidance on public benefit and, particularly the speciflc guidanec oa chsritics for the advancement of
religion. Wc try to encourage and enable ordinary people to follow tho teachings of the Word ofGod as written in
the Bible and to have the liberty to practice their faith thmugh the following:
~ Prayer and worship to the Lord Jesus Christ
~ Developing the cominunity faith and trust in Jesus through knowledge.
~ Provision ofpastoral care for people living within the local community,
~ Carrying out missionary and outreach work,

Achievemeats and Performance
Worship and prayer
The DLCA are keen to olfer a range of services during the week and over thc course of the year and our community
find Ibis both beneficia and spiritually fulfilling. Every Priday evening the minister presides over worship and
prayer,
Ibis service provides an opportunity for the community to reflect and be intimate with their cmator after exhortation
from the minister.
This is the fourth year for the registered chsrity snd church meinbership is still comparatively smalL The church
continued to host sister Christian groups for Sunday womhip for the benefit of membem and the community. This
provided a welcome environment for unity and brotherly love and kindness which are very necessary to build good
coinmunities. The church was also able to host visiting parishioners and offer spiritual help through counselling snd
prayer.
The DLCA also enhanced fellowship through instituting communion service once every two months. This
communion service has provided members to mflect on humility and scrvicc so one another.
The church made changes on Sunday school lessons by including adults in the children and youth classes. This
improvod the whole church in their knowledge of the bible and aspired all to be better Christians and good members
oF the community. The Sunday school is a welcome forum for the young people to discuss snd study the bible by
sharing lessons and experiences. The young people have shown great enjoyment of this part of the DLCA service,
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TIte DLCA also conducted outreach services mainly in Luton City centre. Tire open street outreach was an
opportunity for those going about their Saturday shopping to hear the gospel freely with least interfcmnce to dteir
daily chores.
The DLCA also distributed scriptum leaflet as part of the community service. 'Ibe church has made efforts to
welcome more new flunilies and has instituted programmes and preaching services that cater for the diffcrent needs
within the old and ncw families. One other need for the families is the baptism ofyoung children as they mach the
age of accountability. It h hoped that more people will be baptised as efforts to spread the gospel continue. No
baptisms were reported in the year undor review duc to the need to enhance thc Christian experience and morc
witnessing in the community.
In addition, a great deal of time, thought snd research wss spent sharing and conducting message tape services and
worship sessions on Sundays. These tape services continue to be of immense benefit so the parishioners and many
have commented well on thc benefits of hearing these pre-recorded messages. Many have appreciated the fact that
these messages have also been made available on line and sm available free ofcharge.
The DLCA welcomes everyone to our Friday evening prayer service and our Sunday worship service, There are at
present 20 parishioners on the electoral role. Five members lefl to join other fellowship groupn in the year. The
average weekly attendance counted during the month ofOctober was 20. This nurnbcr however increased during
revival meetings when additional chairs had to be arranged for the increased number of attendcca

Board ofTrustees.
The trustee bcxud has three members. 'Ibe board acts as sn important link between church and other external bodies
which would be conducting business with DLCA Luton. One tmstee resigned from the board nnd was itnmediatcly
replaced by another one.

Sundoa Vluage HalL
Although Sundon Village Hall is used for many other activities, it has remained to bc reserved for DLCA Luton
every Sunday, Friday evening and every Ncw Year's Eve. Relations with the Sundon Village Hall management are
very cordial, and liaison is currently through e media and the occasional Sunday morning liaison visits. The wood
flooring showed signs ofwear during the year and the trustee board advised the management to attend to the repairs.
This was done pmmptly and the ball is now in a good state. TIte two fridges in the kitchen were also replaced with
new ones.

Pastoral Care
The church service is divided into a Sunday school service and the main preaching service. While the Sunday school
is aimed at the children and young people, it is being attend by the whole church because of the nature of the various
bible lessons discussed during the class. During the year under review a total of eight children attended the Sunday
school classes. We were particularly pleased to be able to offer bible lessons to thc enthusiastic gmup and their
individual contributions made the whole experienoe very rewarding, Br Bam would give lessons reflecting on the
good characters of the bible and the different experiences of many of the characters which help mould good
behaviour in young people.
The church elder Brother Bare has taken it upon himself to continue providing transpou for those members who
need transport assistance. Assistance in rent payments was also provided for some d espersse members. Thc year has
bmu a very busy one in offerin encouragement to the discouraged and bringing relief to thc depressed.
DLCA teamed up with The Revealed Word Fellowship in Wolverhampton for revival meetings in new premises
acquired by the Wolverhampton fellowship. 'Ibe group stayed at a hotel for three days and had wonderful fellowship
with other believers. The they excursion helped to reinforce bonds of friendship, fellowship and humble service
to onc another as wel I as offering the atmosphere of rededication.
The DLCA fellowship organised a church retreat in Yorkshire Center Parks, This was designed to cement our bonds
and improve our spiritual well-being and experiences.
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Some members ofour fellowship are not able to attend church services due to sickness and other reasons beyond
their control. Brother Bare visited those members in need of suppers and together with other members celebrated
communion in the homes.

Mimton and Evangegsm
DLCA Luton continuod to uphold the values ofgiving and living for onc another. The fellowship believes ia the
continuation of the Book ofActs where thc spirit ofOcd wss always present among the believers. During the year
under review DLCA Luton continued to support missionary work by giving Snancial contributions to Voice ofGod.
Most of the support is directed ul the needy believers in Africa, South America and ogler poor countries.

lt is our desirc as thc DLCA to spread thc gospel starting Sum the local area ofLuton and spreading as far as the
Word would reach. During the year the church continued to carry out outreach street witnessing and tract
distribution in Luton town city ccnve. This exercise has been gmwing with each foray. Tire church printed gospel
busts and postern for distribution during the witaessing.

Relauonshlps with other churches,
DLCA is an independent Christian group which links closely with other Pentecostal aad bclicvcm in the original

scriptures. As a non-denominational church, we welcome and wish to fellowship with all who call themselves

Chrisdans. We continue to hold combined meetings with other churches both in Luton and further afield. Revival

meetings were held with the Revealed Word Church in Wolverhampton. DLCA Luion was also able to go to
Rotherham to fellowship with the Voice of God outreach programme.

Financial Review
Total receipts on unrestricted funds during the year under review were f11,556, charitable expenditure is 523,544.
Leaving a descit for the year of511,988, and an overall surplus carried forward on thc unrestricted fund

of $15,5S4.

Reserves policy
It is DLCA policy to maintain a balance on unrmvicted funds (if possible), which equates to at least three mongts

unrestricted payments, equivalent to 56,000, to cover emergency situations and offwite functions and activities that

may arise from time to time. The trust aorount closed the year with a balance of612,051.

Voluateers
Wc would like to thank all gte volunteers who work so hard to make our church the lively and vibrant communky

that it is. Special mention must be made ofAndrew Mlundira who took over the Sunday School bible teaching. We

would also like to make a special mention ofour church band whose conk ibution during outreach services has been

uulucnsc.
The church band has been a wonderlbl component ofour Sunday worship services as well. I would aho like to thank

the elder sisters for their unwavering support and amvibution in making food for visitors and entertaining strangers.
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Stractare, goveraaace aad management,
The method of appointment of the trustee board is set out in the DLCA Luton Consthution. At DLCA Luton
membership consists ofa trustee board of at least thrcc persons. The lmder of the church is also a member ofthe
trustee board. Doacons me elected by the members of the congregation whose membership is dctennined by their
attendance to worship services.
The trustee board is responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance to the church
including dociding on how thc funds of the church arc spent.
The trustee board mcs three times during stc year with a 100'Yo attendance. The trustee board is presently in charge
of all church programmes due to the present small size ofmembership. Duties will be delegated to committees as the
church grows.

Pubic bcaefit
Each of the activities mentioned above has a direct benefit to parts of the general public.
The trustem confirm nst they havo complied with the requirements of section 17ofthe Charities Act 2011 to have
due regard to the public benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission for England and Wales.

Principal risks and unecrta in ties
Reduced donations
Gmeral risks include an economic downturn in the country which might aifect the genemlity of the church snd
thereby afFecting thc donors' giving.
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Statement ofTrastess' Rcspoasibiliues
The trustees mu responsible for preparing the trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance with the
United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Acccptcd Accounting Practice) and
applicable law andregulations.
Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under company law the
trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisged that they give a true snd Sdr view of
the state of aNairs of the charitable company and of its incoming rmcurces and application of resources, including
its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these Snancial statements, the «ustecs arc required to:
~ select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;
~ observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;' make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
~ state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
~ prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in business.
The trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the
charitable company's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the
charitable company. They ate also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence
For eking reasonable steps for the prcvcntion snd detection of fraud and other irregularitics.

The aaaaal report was approved by the trustees of the charity on 22N4F24 and signed oe its behalf by:

Manuel Bare
Tfllslce
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Divine Love Christian Assembly (Luton)
Independent Examiner'0 Report to the trustees of Divine Love Christian Assembly
(Luton)
Independent examiner's rcport to the trustees of lnvine Love Christian Assembly Lnton

I repor to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 January
2023.

Responsibilities sad basis of report
As the charity's trustees of the company, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance
with the requirements of the Charities Commission,
Having sansfred myself that the accounts am eligible for indcpcndent examination, I rcport in respect ofmy
examination ofyour charity's accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 ('the 2011 Act').
In canying out my examination I have followed the directions given by the Chaity Commission under motion
145(5) (b) of the 2011 Act

Independent examiner's statement
I have completed my examination and I coaftrm that no matters have come to my anention in connocticn with the
examination giving me enure to believe that in sny material respect:
l. accounting records were nct kept in respect of tho Company as mquired by section 386 of the 2006 Ace or
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or
3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requircmcnts of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than any
requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter considcmd as psrt of an
independent examination: or
4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods snd principles ofthe Statement of
Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities [applicable to charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic ofIreland
(FRS 102)].
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention
should be drawn in this report in order to enable s proper undemtanding of thc accounts to bc reached.

Gary Harris PCA

GAHamsdt Co Ltd
22m April 2024
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Divine Love Chdatlan Assembly Luton

Statement Ol Financial Activtgss
For lhs year ended 31st January 2023

INCOIENO RESOURCE8

Noise
2023

Unwstrictsd
Funds

2023
Total

Fuiuis
6

2022
Total
Funds

6

Incoming resoumes Som generated funds
Volunlary income 2

Total Incoiiilng msourcas

11.568

11.658

11,565

~4736

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Chargable acgvtgss
Qovemlng coals

Total maoumes expeneed

23,054
480

25 ~I4 20,582

NET INCONINO RESOURCES

Funds bwught forward born previous period

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD

1 1,888

27,572

11,888

27,572

4,163

23,418

~15584 ~27 672

CONllNUING OPERATIONS
Aa Inocmlng resources and resources expended arise from conanulng adlvNes.

The notes form part cf these financial ststaments
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Divine Love Chrtsaan Assembly Luton

FIXED ASBETS
Tangible sssels

CURRENT ASBETS
Cash at bank
member loans

Balance sheet
For the year ended 31st January 2023

Notes
2023
Total

Funds
2

12,051

2022
Total
Funds

2

22,222
8,150

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year

12661 26 12

NET CURRENT UABIUTIES

TOTAL ASSET8 LESS CURRENT LIABILITIE8

CREDITORS
Amounts falling due alter one year

11,251

15.584

27,572

27,572

NET ASSETS ll6l 6

FUNDS
Unrsstricard funds

TOTAL FUNDS

15,534 27,572

The finanolal statemenls were approved by the Board of Trustees on 1ty01/2024 end were signed on bs behalf by:

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD:

.....................t6.A.IJ.tI%..L.....Sb P.i
Trustee

The noise form part of these flnandal statements
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Divine Love Chrlsdan Assembly Luton

1. ACCOUNTING POIJCIES

Noses to the Financial Stmurnens
For the year ended 31st January 2623

Aucoungng convundon
Tha Enenacial shrtements have been pmpamd under Sm historical cost convendon and In accordance with the
statement of mcommanded pracdce: Accounting and Repordng by charNes preparing their accounts in accordance
with ths Fin a nial Repordng Standard applicable in gm UK and Repubac cf Ireland tFRS 102) issued an 18July 2014
and with the CharNes Act 2011

Rnanctal mporting stands wl number 1
Exempdon has been taken bcm preparing a cash flaw statement on the grounds that gm charily qualbies as a
smell charity.

Inolunhlg resources
All Incoming resources mu induded on 6m Statement of Financial Activilies when the charily Is legally enfided
to Ihe income snd the amount can be quan66ed with rsasaonable accuracy.

Resoumes expended
Expenditure is accounted for on an accmals basis and has been ctasstTied under ths headings lhst aggregate
all costs related to Iha category. Wham casts cannot be directly surlbuted to palgcular headings they have
been allocated to acdvlges on a basis consistent with the use of rssouroes.

Taxagon
The ctuutty ls exempt hcm tax on us charitable actlvEes.

Fund aceoungng
Unresblclnd funds can bs used in scconlance with the charllable objecuves at the dkrcmdon of the hustees.

Restricud funds can only be used for pardcular rmtlhned purposes wbhin the objects of gm charily,
Restdctlon arises when spectged by Iha donor or when funds are mixed fcr particular resbicted purposes.

Furlher explanation of lhe nature and purpose of each each fund h included in the nohm to the gnsnctal
statements,

2. VOLUNTARY INCONE
2023

Unresulcted
Funds

2

2023
Total
Funds

2022
Total
Fllnds

2

Donulions 11,566 11.568 24,735

~tt 566 ~11 666

3. CNARITASLE ACTIVmES
2023

Unrestdctsd
Felid s

2

2023
Total
Funds

f

2022
Total
Funds

8

Catwlng & Hospitality

EquipmenL Repaim & Renewals
Grants given
Digce & General Admin

Rnance Costs
Printing, 8tadonery & Telephone
Rent & Room hire
Fuel
Travel & Accommodadon
Car Hire

Depredadon

3,814
606

3,344
2,085

16

1,149
467

7,711
3.162

657

3,814
805

3,344
2,086

16

1,149
497

7,711
3,162

667

716
1,740

12,321
1,283

4
154
130
223

3.820
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Divine Love Chrlsgan Assembly Luton

* GOVERNANCE COSTS

Notes to the Flnenslal Stolemenl ~ - continued
For the year ended 31st January 2023

2023
Unrestricted

Funds
f

2023
Total
Funds

2022
Total
Funds

f

TRUSTEES EXPENSES
There 5sem no Trustees' expenses paid for the year 31st January 2023

L TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS
Motor

Vshids
5

Total

COST
At 1st February 2022
Addisons
Disposels
AI31stJanua572023

DEPRECIATION
At 1st February 2022
Depn sold easel
Charge for lhe year
At 31at January 2023

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31st January 2023

At 31st January 2022

5,000

5 000 5000

667 7

~4333 ~4333

6. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS
UnrestrNted funds
General fund

As al
01N2/2022

Net movamant
In funds

f
As at

31/01/2023
f

27,572

27,572

11,988 15,584

15.554

7. TOTALFUNDS

Unmshisted funds
General fund

TOTAL FUNDS

Incoming

f

11,556

~11558

Resources
expended

f
Move mani

in funds

11,988

11 988
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