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FRIENDS OF MAHALIR ARAN TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 1173012

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 2017-05-12

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 50 Allerton Road
London
N16 5UF

Phone 02088028166

Email friendsofmat@gmail.com

Activities

Objects: THE RELIEF OF THE INHABITANTS OF INDIA WHO BY REASON OF THEIR SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ARE IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE BY THE PROVISION OF BUT NOT LIMITED
TO FOOD, HEALTHCARE, HOUSING, EDUCATION, COUNSELLING AND TRAINING FOR WORK BY
AND PRINCIPALLY BY SUPPORTING THE WORK OF, AND RAISING FUNDS FOR , THE MAHALIR
ARAN TRUST, A BODY FORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND GOVERNED BY THE LAWS OF INDIA,
BASED AT DHARMAPURI IN TAMIL NADU.

Activities: The trust seeks to aid the inhabitants of India who by reason of their social and economic
conditions are in need of assistance by the provision of food, health care, housing, education, counselling
and training for work by and principally by supporting the work of the Mahalir Aran Trust, a body formed in
accordance with and governed by the laws of India, based at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations

• What: Education/training, The Advancement Of Health Or Saving Of Lives, The Prevention Or Relief Of
Poverty, Overseas Aid/famine Relief, Accommodation/housing

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1173012
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1173012
mailto:friendsofmat@gmail.com


Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/1173012 Page 2

Geography

• Throughout England And Wales

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £93,021 £122,950 - -

2023-12-31 £56,582 £76,900 - -

2022-12-31 £45,219 £40,637 - -

2021-12-31 £44,853 £27,000 - -

2020-12-31 £80,117 £24,000 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

PAUL BRENELLS Chair 2015-09-18

David Charles Gallagher 2025-05-15

IAN WATTS 2015-09-18

RACHEL WESTCOTT 2015-09-18

Simon Andrew Rigden Green 2017-05-31
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                                     Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust 

Trustees’ annual report for the year ended 31 December 2024 

Charity no 1173012  

Charities principal address  50 Allerton Road London N16 5UF  

 

Names of Charity trustees who manage the charity  

Paul Brenells (chair) 

David Gallagher (appointed 15 May 2025)  

Simon Green 

Ian Watts 

Rachel Westcott  

All trustees served for the full year.  

The charity was created under a trust deed dated 28 August 2012 and is an unincorporated 

association.  

Objectives and activities  

The trust seeks to aid the inhabitants of India who by reason of their social and economic 

conditions are in need of assistance by the provision of food, health care, housing, 

education, counselling and training for work and principally by supporting the work of the 

Mahalir Aran Trust, a body formed in accordance with and governed by the laws of India, 

based at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu. 

The charity’s activities in this year as in earlier years are the remitting of funds raised in  

Europe and the USA to India to support the work of Mahalir Aran Trust in providing physical, 

emotional, spiritual, and practical support principally to women and children.  

In 2024 the charity raised and used funding to continue the work in the community including 

additional provision of medical services by the recruitment of a medical doctor. Work 

continued on the building project which began in 2022 and which will extend into 2025.  

The charity does not solicit funds from the general public. We are grateful for the continued 

contributions received from our supporters and from volunteers.  

The charity is registered with HMRC for the purposes of recovery of Gift Aid on individual 

donations  

Public Benefit  

The trustees have kept in mind the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit in all 

their activities and are satisfied that all activities and expenditure fulfil the criteria.  

Financial Review and Reserves  

In the year, the charity received income  of £93,021 (2023 - £56,582). Grants totalling 

£122,950 (2023 £76,900) were  paid to Mahalir Aran to support the projects in India.  

 All income was unrestricted for use by the charity within its overall objectives.  



 

 

At the end of the year the charity was holding funds of £72,933  (2023 £102,862). 

 

In 2025 the Trust propose to continue to use the funds at its disposal to continue to support 

the work of Mahalir Arun Trust including enhancing the community and medical provisions 

and additional building work.    

The trustees declare that they have approved the report above  

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees  

 

Paul Brenells              Chair of Trustees  

Date 29 October 2025 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the trustees of Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust 

on the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024 as set out on page 4  

 

 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

 As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 

accordance with the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”).  

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the charity are not required to be audited and are 

eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts 

carried out under s145 of the Act and in carrying out my examination, I have followed the applicable 

Directions given by the Charity Commission under s145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent examiner’s statement  

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 

connection with the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect:  

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records. 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 

requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of 

an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 

which attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 

reached. 

 

 

Alison E Grieve  

 

Alison Grieve  

229a Brixton Hill  

London SW2 1NR  

Dated :     17 October  2025 

 

 

  



 

 

Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust  

Receipts and Payments Accounts  

for the year ended 31 December 2024 

 

  2024   2023  
Receipts   

 
  

 
Donations from Individuals & Churches 
  

 91,922  55,932 

     Interest     1,099          650    
     

Total Receipts   93,021  56,582 

     
Payments      
Grants to Mahalir Aran Trust      122,950  76,900 
     
     

Total Payments      122,950  76,900 

     
Net (Payments)/  Receipts    (29,929)     (20,318) 
     
Cash Funds at last year end      102,862     123,180 
     

Cash funds at this year end        72,933  102,862 

     
     
     
     

Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period 

 

   

  2024  2023 
Cash at Bank        
Current Account   20.765   11,793 
Deposit Account    52,168   91,069 
     

Total Monetary Assets    72,933  102,862 

     
     
     

  

 

Signed on behalf of all the trustees  

 

Paul Brenells     date  29 October 2025 

Charity number  1173012  
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Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust

 

Trustees’ annual report for the year ended 31 December 2023

Charity no 1173012

Charitie’s principal address  50 Allerton Road London N16 5UF

 

Names of Charity trustees who manage the charity

Paul Brenells (chair)

Simon Green

Ian Watts

Rachel Westcott

All trustees served for the full year.

The charity was created under a trust deed dated 28 August 2012 and is an 
unincorporated association.

Objectives and activities

The trust seeks to aid the inhabitants of India who by reason of their social and 
economic conditions are in need of assistance by the provision of food, health care, 
housing, education, counselling and training for work and principally by supporting the 
work of the Mahalir Aran Trust, a body formed in accordance with and governed by the 
laws of India, based at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu.

The charity’s activities in this year as in earlier years are the remitting of funds raised in 
Europe and the USA to India to support the work of Mahalir Aran Trust in providing 
physical, emotional, spiritual, and practical support principally to women and children. 

In 2023 the charity raised and used funding to continue the work in the community 
including additional provision of medical services by the recruitment of a medical 
doctor. Work continued on the building project which began in 2022 and which will 
extend into 2024.

The charity does not solicit funds from the general public. We are grateful for the 
continued contributions received from our supporters and from volunteers.

The charity is registered with HMRC for the purposes of recovery of Gift Aid on individual
donations



Public Benefit

The trustees have kept in mind the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit in all
their activities and are satisfied that all activities and expenditure fulfil the criteria.

Financial Review and Reserves

In the year, the charity received income of £56,582 (2022 - £45,219). Grants totalling 
£76,900 (2022 £40,637) were paid to Mahalir Aran to support the projects in India.

 All income was unrestricted for use by the charity within its overall objectives.

At the end of the year the charity was holding funds of £102,862 (2022 £123,180).

 

In 2024 the Trust propose to continue to use the funds at its disposal to continue to 
support the work of Mahalir Arun Trust including enhancing the community and medical
provisions and additional building work.  

The trustees declare that they have approved the report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees.

 Paul Brenells

Paul Brenells              Chair of Trustees

Date 25 October 2024
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Friends of mahalir Aran Tru§{
T"§tegg' annual repari for thg year ended 3] DgSsmbeF 202£

Charity no 1173®i¥

Cftaritl®S prlncipal aEdr€aa  5fl AllSrtBn Hoed Lendan Hlfi 8UF

NamSsofCfuarityimstse&"homanag®theEfaedty

~  Paul Bremglfs (Chair)

SimQn Green

ian Waife

F2aehel Westeett

All trm§t©Ss served for the fu« year.

Tfr®t>haritrywasereatedunderatmstdeeddat©dZ8Augu§t20i2andisanunincerperated
a§sfisiatjon`

abj€cti¥Es and activitiE§

The trust sS®k§ tQ aid the inhrfeitani§ t3f India whfi by reason of their §®cidl and sconorric
cenditiens are in need of a§s§ifeanee by the provisi¢n cf foes, health carie, housing,
education, coffmselling and training for work and pringipal!y by Supporting the "rork Of lhe
Mahalir Aran Trugt{ a bndy formed in aceordanee wth and gomermed Bp the laws of India,
ifeased at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu,

The chariftyts ficHvities ln this ¥@&r ffs iri earlier years are the remittiffig Gf funds raised in
Eureype and the USA to India ta suppc*rt the work Of Maftalir Aran Tru§[ jn prgrviding physical,
Emotinnal* espiritual± and pra£[ica] §upp#rt principally to women and childrerl. In 29£2 ths
charity raised and us§ed funding to construct and fumlsh holmes far uridows and community
workBrs. Tthjg imeck will conti"je ±ntc* 2fl23f

The charity d®eg ma* solicj{ funds from the general public. We are grafefut fflr the #ontiffiued
enritrifautiSns received from HUE supporters.

The Gharify ig utegistered with HMRe ifer the purposes Of reeever# di Gift Aid Qn individual
dons,tion§

PLgblic B€mefit

The fmuste€S haw€ kept jn miltd the Cha"y GommisstEN gHidanee #FT prfeli€ benefit in all
their adivitie§ and are §ati§fied that all &ct[¥ities and expenditijrs fulffl the criferiat

Finan€jal Review affid F3eserve§

ln the year, the €fiarify receivted jncem©  of £4§,219 !2Q21 -£4tl.855}. Grants of £48,G37
{2a21  £27,00S} were  paid in grar¥ts to Mahalir AmaFT ±o support the #majscts in India.

All jncomg ih#a§ unrestricted for use by the €hari!y wilhln its eygrall objectives.

iAl the end of the year the charity "a§ fiSlding funds Sf £123,18fl  (2021  £118,598).

.

]``:=``    .-{S.

.'    .  `¢,`     .`'``.f}   -`



In2023theTruslprop®setocofliinuetousethefund5atifedisposaltocontlnueto§uPP0rt
the work of Mahallr Amft Trust.

The tnistees declare that they have apprtyved the repert abevB

signed on behalf of the charify'§ frostee§

PqAhLJ3rtwh
Paul Brene!18                Chair of Truster±s

t}atS   15   0Ctd~   2.oft3

•  Jtqrl     C+`J;.\-.      ``..`a:       f`,.t-,t-



'           FriEncl§ of mahalir Aran Trust

R®c®ipts and Payments Accounts

for lha year ended 31 December 20£2

2$22                    2021
Fiec€ipt§

D¢natiffns from Individuals & Churehes
Legacy recaiv®d
Interest

Tota I Raceipt§

Paym®ut8
Grants to M8ha!ir Aran Trust

Total Pe¥rnents

Net Receipts

Cash Funds at last year and

Cash funds at this year end

219                44

40,637                27,000

27.0SS

4,582                  17,8§3

118,598                  100.745

180                118.598

Statement of assets and liabilitje§ at the end Of the period

Caifeh at Bank
Ctlrrent Account
Depesjt A¢€ount

T®fal lfcnefary Assets

2022                     Z021

92,7$0                88.189
30,420               30,409

1 Z3.18®                  118.598

Signed on behalf Sf all the trustees

pS#SJ3frvh   data  a ochke 2oZ3
Charifty number  1 i73012

'`.         :;,,``.
.,1

i   i{  .,  ,  :`` i  .-`.1:i`     `-..



'"dep€ndentExaminer'sft8poritothetruste8sofFriend§ofMahaiirAranTrust

Qn thB accounts for the year ended 31 December 2$22 a§ set put on Page 3

I report to the trustees on m¥ examination Of the accounts for the year ended 31  December 2022

R®§pon8"Iitios and basis of r®pori

As the charity tmslees of the Trust, you are re§ponsjHla for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance wl.th the Charities Act 2011  {"the Act')T

Having satisried myself that the accounts cf the charity are not reqLjired to be audited and are
eligible for lndapenderit examination, I ngport in respgGt of my €#amination of thE Trust'S accaunts
camied oLjt under sl 45 ®f the Act and in carryifig out my examznationt I have fSFlowed the applicable
DirectBn§ given by the Charity Commission under §145(5)(t*} af the Act.

Independent examiner]g sfat€rmn{

I have completed my examjnaljon. I aenrlrm that n® material matters have come lo my attention in
connection with the examination which gives me cause to bsliev6 that in. any material respe'ct:

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 Of the Act; or

• the accounds do not accord with the accounting records.

I the accoqnts did not comply with the applicable requiremgnls concerning the form and content Of
accounts set out ln the Charities (Accounts and Raports} Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the aocount§ give a -true and fair' view which is not a matter ctinsidered as Part Of
an independent examination.

I have no concerns and haws come across no cther matters I.n cormectjon with the 8xaminatlon to
which attention Should be drawn in order ±o enable a proper understanding Of the aacoun{s to be
reached.

i:,:.i.,:`-,zT;..i

Alison Grieve

229a Briaton Hill

u:a:::B"2,;R3j,Or3
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                                   Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust

Trustees’ annual report for the year ended 31 December 2021

Charity no 1173012 

Charities principal address  50 Allerton Road London N16 5UF 

Names of Charity trustees who manage the charity 

Paul Brenells (chair)

Simon Green

Ian Watts

Rachel Westcott 

All trustees served for the full year. 

The charity was created under a trust deed dated 28 August 2012 and is an 
unincorporated association. 

Objectives and activities 

The trust seeks to aid the inhabitants of India who by reason of their social and 
economic conditions are in need of assistance by the provision of food, health 
care, housing, education, counselling and training for work and principally by 
supporting the work of the Mahalir Aran Trust, a body formed in accordance with 
and governed by the laws of India, based at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu.

The charity’s activities in this year as in earlier years are the remitting of funds 
raised in  Europe and the USA to India to support the work of Mahalir Aran Trust 
in providing physical, emotional, spiritual, and practical support principally to 
women and children. 

The charity does not solicit funds from the general public. We are grateful for the
continued contributions received from our supporters. 

The charity is registered with HMRC for the purposes of recovery of Gift Aid on 
individual donations 

Public Benefit 

The trustees have kept in mind the Charity Commission guidance on public 
benefit in all their activities and are satisfied that all activities and expenditure 
fulfil the criteria. 

Financial Review and Reserves 

In the year, the charity received less income (£44,853 down from £80,117 in 
2020) as a result of the legacy received in 2020. £27,000 was paid in grants to 
Mahalir Aran to support the projects in India, (2020 £18,000 to Mahalir Aran and 
£6,000 to Flowering Desert). All income was unrestricted for use by the charity 
within its overall objectives. 



At the end of the year the charity was holding funds of £118,598  (2020 
£100,745).

In 2022 the charity has resolved to use part of its reserves for the construction 
of houses for widows in the area in which Mahalir Aran operates. Plans are also 
under consideration for the development of a community centre and to enhance 
the wellbeing projects. 

The trustees declare that they have approved the report above 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Paul Brenells              Chair of Trustees 

Date  23 October 2022



Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust Charity number  1173012

Receipts and Payments Accounts 

for the year ended 31 December 2021

2021 2020
Receipts

Donations from Individuals & Churches 39,359 23,789
Legacy received   5,475 56,250
Interest        19         

78

Total Receipts 44,85
3

80,11
7

Payments 
Grants to Mahalir Aran Trust 27,000 18,000
Grants to Flowering Desert       -   6,000

Total Payments 27,00
0

24,00
0

Net Receipts  
17,853

 
56,117

Cash Funds at last year end 100,74
5

 
44,628

Cash funds at this year end   
118,59
8

100,7
45

Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

2021 2020
Cash at Bank  
Current Account  

88,18
9

70,356

Deposit Account  
30.40
9

30,389



Total Monetary Assets 118,5
98

100,74
5

Signed on behalf of all the trustees 

Paul Brenells date  23 October 2022



Independent Examiner’s Report to the trustees of Friends of
Mahalir Aran Trust

on the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2021 as set out on page
3 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2021

Responsibilities and basis of report

 As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation of 
the accounts in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”). 

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the charity are not required to be 
audited and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my 
examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under s145 of the Act and in 
carrying out my examination, I have followed the applicable Directions given by 
the Charity Commission under s145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come 
to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me cause to 
believe that in, any material respect: 

 accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or 

 the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with 
the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Alison Grieve 

229a Brixton Hill 

London SW2 1NR 

Dated : 23 October 2022
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Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust

Receipts and Payments Accounts

for the year ended 31  December 2020

2020                     2019
Receipts
Donations from Individuals & Churches

Legacy received
Interest

Total Receipts

Payments
Grants to Mahalir Aran Trust

Grants to Flowering Desert

Total Payments

Net of Receipts / (payments)

Cash Funds at last year end

Cash funds at this year end

20,02

20,50

Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

2020 2019
Cash at Bank
Current Account
Deposit Account

Total Monetary Assets

70,356                  14,318
30,389                  30,310

110,745               44,628

Signed on behalf of all the trustees

qifefiivrhiurwlr3°L]/]1°3/?I.



Friends of Mahalir Aran Trust

Trustees' annual report for the year ended 31  December 2020

Charity no 1173012

Charities principal address  50 AIIerton Road London N16 5UF

Names of Charity trustees who manage the charity

Paul Brenells (chair)

Simon Green

lan Watts

Rachel Westcott

All trustees served for the full year.

The charity was created under a trust deed dated 28 August 2012 and is an
unincorporated association.

Objectives and activities

The trust seeks to aid the inhabitants of India who by reason of their social and
economic conditions are in need of assistance by the provision of food, health care,
housing, education, counselling and training for work by and principally by supporting
the work of the Mahalir Aran Trust, a body formed in accordance with and governed
by the laws of India,  based at Dharmapuri in Tamil Nadu.

The charity's activities in this year as in earlier years are the remitting of funds raised
in the England to India to support the work of Mahalir Aran Trust in providing

physical, emotional, spiritual, and practical support principally to women and
children.  In addition, a grant was made to an associated enterprise Flowering Desert
which works alongside MAT providing work and training for women. This year that
has been even more important given the impact of Covid across India and in rural
communities.

The charity does not solicit funds from the general public. We are grateful for the
continued contributions received from our supporters

The charity is registered with HMRC for the purposes of recovery of Gift Aid on
individual donations

Public Benefit

The trustees have kept in mind the Charity Commission guidance on public benefit in
all their activities and are satisfied that all activities and expenditure fulfil the criteria.

Financial Review and Reserves

ln the year, the charity received a legacy of £56,250 which increased the income to
£80,117 from £20,103 in 2019. £24,000 was paid in grants to Mahalir Aran and to



Flowering Desert to support the projects in  India, (2019 £20,500 to Mahalir Aran
only). All income was unrestricted for use by the charity within its overall objectives.

At the end of the year the charity was holding funds of £110,745 (2029 £ 44,628).

The trustees declare that they have approved the report above

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

Paul Brenells                 Chair of Trustees

«at orfurfe
Date        rty|io/  froql\



lnd€p€nd€n* ExamiflSr*s F¥ep®rt to ths trus*E€s ®f Friends ®f Mahalir Aratt Trust

Sn *hg ac#Gunts for ¥hg year ended 31  December 2020 as set out Sn page 3

I report to *hg trustees on my examination af the accounts for the ¥gar ended 31  december 2020

RSspcflsibifitiss afld basis of report

AS thg charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation of the aeeounts in
aeeordanee with the Charities Act 2011  {"thg Act#}.

Having satisfied myself that the aceount§ of the charity are not required to be audited and are
eligible for independent examination* I report in respect of my examination of the Tru§t's aasQunt§
Carried out under sl45 of the Act and in carrying out my examination, I have followed the applicab]
Dirgc{jon§ given by the Charity Commi§§ion under §145{5}{b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completgd my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my att€ntiGn in
connection with the examinatiSn which gives me causg to believe that in, any material respect:

* accounting records were nat kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

I the accounts do'not accord with the aasounting records.

I have no concerns and have come acr®S§ no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention Should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Alison Gri©vg

22ga Brixt®n Hill

London §W2 1 NFt

Dated :
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