
Charity Commission report for period to 31st March 2024 
 

Includes Trustees report, Treasurers report, Income & expenditure accounts plus 

Balance sheet. 

 

Trustees report to Charity Commissioners for year to 31st March 2024 

 

We pleased to report that during the past year we have negotiated a exhibition 

space in the Chesham Town Hall which has enabled us to achieve Full 

Accreditation by Arts Council England and allows us to display to the public 

some of the many artifacts collected and donated over the years to the 

museum.  

 

Development of a comprehensive display takes time & will be updated to 

meet the ever changing needs of the public. Life stories are being collected to 

provide a record of how life has been lived in Chesham and the surrounding 

villages. The display is open to the public market days Wednesday & 

Saturday, with additional opening as the demand grows. 

 

Our finances will be greatly improved following the sale of a property left to 

us by one of our many friends, since the museum is completely independent 

and doesn't receive any regular local or central funding. Our income relies on  

walks, talks, & events together with varied fund raising events including quiz 

nights, open gardens etc. 

 

We believe Cheshams history deserves a full scale museum in our Town 

Centre and are optimistic enough to believe that with our receipt of money 

from the bequest, the support of our volunteers and the public this will prove 

possible. 

 
Peter Squire 

 

Chesham Museum Chair of Trustees        24th January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 



Accounts for year ended 31st March 2024 & Treasurer's Report 

It is great to record the reopening of the museum in February 2024, marking the end of a period 

of nearly 7 years since the old museum closed in July 2017. At that time all items were placed in 

storage. We were offered accommodation in part of the Town Hall Lowndes Room but had to 

cover the cost of conversion. 

 

The Market Stall has again been manned regularly this year and trading has achieved a surplus of 

E1,243, this figure including some sales in the new museum space. In addition, a surplus of £460 was 

seen from sales of our calendar. We were again grateful to receive a share of the proceeds of the 

Wildlife calendar produced by Matt Kirby. 
 

The sum of £19,250 had been held in a ringfenced account to cover the cost of a new museum. 

The lease on the new Town Hall room has an initial period of five year. We have opted to write off 

this cost of this conversion and establishing the new space over that period, with one fifth charged 

against this year’s income. Overall, after these adjustments, expenses exceeded income by £7,446. 

 

Although we have reopened, so being able to achieve Accredited Museum status, the new space is no 

more than an exhibition area, nowhere large enough to satisfy our aims for the future of the museum. 

Therefore, perhaps the most significant event occurring during the year was when it was confirmed we 

were to receive the residuary estate of our supporter, Margaret Johnson, who died in October 2023. Her 

principal asset is her bungalow, for which we anticipate receiving proceeds of over £400,000. 
 

Whilst these funds will be transformational, we will need substantial additional sums for us to 

achieve our aim of establishing a new museum with sufficient space to store the whole collection and 

permanently exhibit a significant proportion. Further similar donations are therefore to be welcomed. 

 

 

John Hatton 

Honorary Treasurer 

Chesham Museum 

18th September 2024 

Report of Independent Examiner 

Having had access to the bookkeeping records of the Museum I have inspected the 

accounts submitted for the year ended 31st March 2023 and consider these to provide  

a fair representation of the financial position for the year.     

 

 

Stephen L’Estrange – Independent Examiner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


