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Once again, 2021 has been a bit different!  In the first part of the year we have 

continued to have spell of enforced closure due to Covid 19, but since Easter we 

have remained open for services and activities in the building and the story of the 

year has been seeing things grow back and even grow stronger in places. 

Worship has adapted and seen many changes over the past year.  We began 2021 

worshipping together only on Zoom, Facebook and via YouTube: by the end of the 

year we have found ourselves in a better place as we worship in person on 

Sunday mornings, with Junior Church, Creche and refreshments.  Latterly we have 

begun livestreaming our services on Zoom.  Some things remain slightly different, 

but by and large we are pleased to be a bit more back to normal and in some 

ways, even better. 

Prayer Meetings - Tuesday Prayers has continued its gentle ministry week in, 

week out when restrictions have been lifted.  Also the Women’s Prayer Meeting 

on Zoom is a sustained part of our corporate prayer life.  And it has been 

wonderful to have the Monday Prayer Meeting back! 

Bible Study – this took on a new form this year, moving to Zoom on Wednesday 

evenings. Zoom has leant itself well to Bible study.  This might be one aspect of 

our life together that we continue with on Zoom (as well as having face to face 

sessions in the building when we are able to do so). 

Children and Young People –sadly, after a period of time off work, Siobhan Smith-

Inniss, our Children and Young People’s Worker took the hard decision to leave us 

as she re-assesses things.  We have been blessed to have Siobhan with us and she 

has made such a positive difference reaching out to schools and community as 

well as nurturing our young people and children. 

Six Ways Mini Stars – whenever restrictions have been lifted sufficiently, our stay 

and play toddler group has been open and hosting lots and lots of parents, carers 

and children. It is such a joy to be up and running again! 

Super Study Space & Nexus – sadly, neither of these groups have been able to get 

going again…yet!  We aim to restart in 2022. 

Girls’ Brigade – continues to flourish and has managed to get going again in 

between lockdowns, providing its distinctly Christian support, activity and 

learning. 

CAMEO  – our wonderful group for active retired people has also been meeting 

faithfully on Tuesdays, as soon as the loosening of restrictions has allowed.  The 



Covid experience has really emphasised what an invaluable support of contact 

and support our club for active retired people is.  

ESOL – our English language lessons restarted in late Spring and have continued 

to provide not only a safe and accessible space in which newcomers can learn 

English, but a place for people seeking to establish themselves in the UK to find 

hospitality and make connections. The demand remains strong and it has been 

great to be able to meet this need. 

Foodbank – strictly speaking a separate organisation, but operating out of our 

church and very much involving us. Erdington Foodbank continues to be 

exceedingly busy. 

Place of Welcome – our Wednesday drop-in time has restarted in September and 

in a quiet, low-key way has continued to provide informal support and social 

contact in difficult times. 

Job Club –  quiet throughout this time, but undoubtedly is going to grow as a 

means of social support and advice, as well as for job-seeking.  

Safe Families – we have a number of people in the church who volunteer with 

this Christian family support project, another excellent example of being salt and 

light in the community. 

 CTE- we remain at the heart of Churches Together in Erdington and it is pleasing 

to see the great spirit of working together that there is in this community, with 

more churches getting involved than ever before!  2021 saw the launch of 

Erdington Street Pastors, with people from our church actively involved. 

Racial Justice – as a church, we have remained at the fore of racial justice 

initiatives both locally and nationally.  We are part of the Birmingham-based 

Time4Change initiative; and various national and regional Racial Justice groups. It 

was great to be able to celebrate Black History Month in person again!  We also 

keep moving forward as the first Church of Sanctuary in England. 

Castle Vale Baptist Church –our church plant in Castle Vale has continued 

worshipping and working in the community.  We pray for more and for wisdom, 

energy and strength for Pastor Mark and his team.  

 

We are a church comprised of 106 members.  After having “hit the pause button” 

because of the pandemic, it has been great to restart baptisms and welcome new 

members.  Signs, sure enough that God is doing a new thing, as He always does. 

God bless. 

Gerard  
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