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Chairperson’s Report

An Active year

As we assemble for our Annual General Meeting, it’s still only a year-
and-a-half since we opened Craven Arts House here in Otley Street.  In 
this past committee year there’s been a steady development in the 
activities of the house including theatre productions, spoken word and 
music events as well as a wall-to-wall programme of exhibitions in the 
Arts House Gallery. Last September we hosted a take-over programme 
of music, fine art and house plants by Imaginarium of Leeds.  Our Music
Rooms have been well used and managed by the appointment of Kurt 
Wood and in May, the first dozen participants of our Music Rooms 
Project were awarded certificates and performed at a concert in their 
honour. Our staff team has been increased by the appointments of Tony 
Knight as caretaker, Aly Telfer as cleaner, and Emma Lottey as website 
and marketing manager. They join Jane Howie, our book-keeper and 
finance officer. Many thanks to Claire Braeburn who has managed our 
website and social media this year before handing over to Emma.

We’ve also been very well served by the appointment of arts 
consultant, Jane Rice-Bowen who has been based at Craven Arts House 
for several months this year while writing funding bids, and being 
consultant to our business plan and recruitment panel.

Membership

Following last year’s AGM, the subject of Craven Arts membership has 
received some attention by the trustees, including an extraordinary 
meeting on the subject to which the board invited Bev Parker and Chris 
Filtness to assist in the discussions. Three of the outcomes were to 
send members a questionnaire, to hold weekly informal gatherings 
called Member’s Voice, and to appoint a trustee with the brief of 
advising the board on ways to make Craven Arts membership more 
meaningful. The board is delighted that Bev Parker has accepted their 
invitation to fulfil this role as a co-opted member.

Our Board of Trustees

Our board of trustees is grateful for the work of three members who 
stepped down this year in order to concentrate on their artistic 
practice, Alphonsas Paulauskas, Fiona Armer and Virpi Kettu. As an 
organisation we wish to say a particular thank you to Virpi who, as well 
as being the founder of Craven Arts, has served the board with energy 
and flair from the beginning of its life. Thanks also go to Clare Lamkin 



who has served for many years as our treasurer with great care and 
attention and who has handed over the role to our chair of finance, 
Christine North. It’s been a pleasure to recruit Shuheb Ahmed to the 
board this year, as a co-opted member. Shuheb has just completed his 
final year of the Performing Arts course at Craven College. He’s brought
valuable contributions from Generation Z and  from a drama student’s 
perspective. Shuheb is the first of a succession of students from Craven
College, who we hope will continue to keep our board alive to the 
viewpoint of young creatives.

Thanks

My thanks go to all our loyal volunteers this year who have staffed the 
reception desk as well as many other responsibilities around the 
building. Without you we could not have kept the Gallery open to the 
public. And my thanks to all my fellow trustees for another busy year of
establishing policies and procedures to enable Craven Arts House to 
carry out its vision with efficiency and effectiveness.

Our Director Ann Rutherford

However, this year the greatest vote of thanks goes to our founding 
director of Craven Arts House, Ann Rutherford, who is to retire at the 
end of the month. More will be said by way of thanks at Ann’s Leaving 
Party and Music Night on 2nd August. However, this year’s Annual 
General Meeting must record the heartfelt thanks of all the members of
Craven Arts.  Ann has given of her experience, energy and passion for 
the arts to her role as chair of the board and these first eighteen 
months of Craven Arts House. As chair, Ann was instrumental in 
creating the partnership with Craven District Council which led to the 
first phase of the refurbishment and the opening of the arts centre. 

Without Ann’s lifetime of experience in arts management and 
leadership we would not be sitting here today. Ann has given of her 
very self – way beyond her contract and modest renumeration. Craven 
Arts House was her baby, to whom she gave birth and has seen through
its two-year-old-tantrums and to the bright and lively youngster it is 
today. Ann, we thank you and wish you well in the future and will 
always value your membership and commitment to Craven Arts.

Our newly appointed Craven Arts Lead

Finally, I am delighted to say that last month we appointed Selina 
McGonagle to be Ann’s successor. Selina come to us with twenty-five 
years of experience in arts management and leadership as well as eight
years as director of The Geraldine Connor Foundation arts charity in 
Leeds. The board is confident that Selina will continue the energetic 
and wise leadership of Craven Arts that we have become used to under 
Ann’s leadership. Selina, we welcome you to your new role among us.

David Hawkins



Chair Craven Arts Trust














