
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes of FOAL AGM 
Thursday 23rd February 2023 Held in Adlington library at 7.15pm 
  
1. Present - Alison Evans (chair) , Andrea Bernard, Philip Pilling, Margaret Jackson, Gerry 
Fielding, Jeanette Lowe & Terry Diviney. 
  
2. The chair’s welcome. Members were welcome by Alison Evans FOAL Chair. 
  
3. Apologies were received from Carl Fazackerley, Erica Fazackerley, Peter Walkden, 
Caroline Hesketh, Donald Hesketh, Audrey Yates, Margaret Burgess, David Carpenter, 
Kathy Maidment & Penny Panting 
  
4. Minutes of 2022 AGM - These have previously been sent out to members. 
Their acceptance was proposed by Philip Pilling & seconded by Andrea Bernard. Voted on 
and approved as a true record. 
 
5. FOAL Committee 
 
5.1 Resignations - Whilst none have been received, Penny Panting has advised she is no 
longer able to continue as minute secretary but will remain on the committee, it was 
agreed the minutes should be noted to thank Penny for her efforts in this role. 
 
5.2  Re-elections of existing members to committee.  
All existing members to be re-elected – approved, proposed by Jeanette Lowe, seconded 
by Philip Pilling. 
  
5.3 Election of new committee members – none have been received. 
 
5.4 Election of officers to continue in their present role, Caroline Hesketh in her role as 
secretary will receive some additional support from Gerry Fielding . Proposed by Andrea 
Bernard, seconded by Margaret Jackson – approved 
 
5.5 Vice Chair   - it was requested that the minute should also be noted that Margaret 
Burgess be appointed as vice chair - proposed by Philip Pilling, seconded by Margaret 
Jackson – approved 
  
 



    7 Treasurer’s report  
 

7.1 The accounts were presented by Philip Pilling and were made available to 
people attending.   
This has been the first year of full activity since the pandemic, finances are in a 
healthy position.  
Philip was thanked for his report by the chair. 
 
The accounts are attached to the end of the minutes 
 
7.2 Acceptance of the accounts, proposed by Gerry Fielding, seconded by Terry 
Diviney.  They were unanimously accepted. 
 
7.3 Acceptance of Donald Hesketh as auditor for 2023, proposed by Philip Pilling, 
seconded by Gerry Fielding - unanimously accepted. 



6     Report by Chair Alison Evans 
Welcome to the Friends of Adlington Library AGM 2023. 
Thank you to all our volunteers and members for their time, energy and valued 
contributions to our first full year of activities following the closures and restrictions of 
the pandemic. 
Events and Activities:  
Meetings – FoAL members met regularly throughout the year to plan social activities 
that support mental and physical health and wellbeing and organise fundraising. 
Saturday Coffee Mornings – Our regular Saturday mornings with themed craft/activity 
focus continue to engage all ages. Many thanks to Audrey and our team of volunteers 
for continuing to organise and run this popular social event. Lego has now been added 
as a regular activity on the last Saturday of every month due to its popularity. 
Learning and classes: See reports from individual groups: French group – Monday 
evenings; Family History – 1st Tuesday of the month; Sign Language - 4th Wednesday of 
the month; Reading groups – Friday every 4 to 6 weeks 
Play and Stay – details are in a separate report. The group continues to be popular with 
young families. Many thanks to Andrea and the team. 
Films For All – regular movies aimed to appeal to all interests and ages. A local 
community grant from LCC was used to fund some of our film showings over the winter 
as part of the warm spaces initiative. 
Community Fitness TIF – detailed in separate report. Baby yoga, chair yoga and walking 
group promoting health and wellbeing. 
Crafts – throughout the year craft activities have offered a creative way to 
commemorate, celebrate and express: Jubilee celebrations included making London 
Landmarks and Crown Jewels; summer crafts included Butterflies, Bug Shelters, Painted 
Rock and cone; Christmas crafts included button trees and cards. 
Special Events: 
VE Day Remembered, 7th May – a wonderful event with so much positive feedback 
received from attendees – singer, pasties, ukuleles and tombola to support Ukraine 
refugee appeal. 
Fashion Show – successful fundraiser and social event in conjunction with St Catherine’s 
Hospice – well attended, promoting sustainability and supporting a local charity. 
Lancashire Day – Co-op funding paid for an enjoyable Saturday afternoon talk and 
reading by local actor Dean Fraser following a busy coffee morning. 
Jubilee – FoAL’s contributed to the community celebrations marking the Queen’s Jubilee 
with craft activities and an indoor street party on Sunday 5th June which included tea, 
cakes an sandwiches and film of the Coronation on the big screen. 
Murder Mystery, October – Lots of fun had solving another murder at the library – 
great social and fundraising event. 



Fun Palace, October – FoAL supported the library in offering activities during the 
day, including dream catcher making, bracelet making, crazy Boccia and French 
quiz with food tasting. 
St Catherine’s talk, May – talk about the work of St Catherine’s. 
Chris Martin, December – local author ran a workshop on mystery plays and had 
an interactive session bringing characters to life – with hats and wigs, of course! 

  
Steering Group: 
Christmas tree bracket was used again this year and, thanks to support from 
Adlington Town Council, we had a lit up Christmas tree attached to the side of 
the library. 
Cllr Alan Cullens attended the coffee morning on 14th May to discuss LCC’s work 
with Friends groups and the needs of our library. 
FoAL and  Adlington in Bloom have worked hard to maintain and improve front 
garden of the library. Following permission from LCC, members painted the 
benches and railings to give a much-needed makeover. 
The building has been cleaned. 
Plans are in place to add new planters to the rear and side of the building and to 
repair or replace fences around the children’s garden. 
Defibrillator has been replaced and can be used at FoAL events. 
What’s next? 
Over the next year plans include Coronation events, Fashion Show, regular films 
for all, and a continued programme of activities that reflect and respond to the 
community we serve.  
Alison Evans 
Chair of Friends of Adlington Library 



8. Reports from FoAL Groups. 
 
Stay and Play Report by Andrea Barnard 
Our numbers vary – we may have two one week or eight another, but Mums tell us how 
much they  appreciate having the stay and play session. 
It gives them access to adult conversation and a chance to net work with other mums, 
their children socializing in a safe environment. 
We watch as children learn new skills, and mum’s  grandparents and carers reassure 
each other about problems with teething, diet ,at what age milestones will be reached 
etc. 
Towards the end of the session those who are able sit round the table and enjoy toast 
and bananas. 
We move on to our finishing singsong, with requests for favourite songs. We finish with 
a personal bye bye to each of them. 

Family History report by Gerry Fielding 
The family history group meets on the first Tuesday of each month from 7pm to 9pm in 
the library. We have now been meeting since September 2019 and there is still an 
average of 10-12 people attending each month with some new members joining since 
last year.  
In the sessions we tend to concentrate on working through ‘break walls’ that individuals 
have come across throughout the month, and try to suggest different sources they can 
try, which may help them resolve their mysteries. We have also been astounded to learn 
that all members of the group can trace at least one ancestor back to Adlington! It 
seems that all roads really do lead here! 
A few members of the group have now taken DNA tests and we have been learning 
what information this can open up to us. It’s amazing how many relatives you can find 
without ever knowing they existed.       
The group is open to everyone and there is no need to attend every session as they are 
very informal. You don’t need to have any experience as there’s always someone who 
can help you get started and guide you along your family history journey. Everyone is 
welcome to come along and join us. Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th March 2023 at 
7pm. 



 
Report for Films for All by Margaret Burgess 
A variety of films for both adults and children were shown throughout the year. 
There was a special screening of the film “ A Queen is Crowned “ to celebrate the  late 
Queen’s jubilee. 
Audience numbers were very varied and it is not always easy to judge the best day or 
time to show films. It might be worth considering if we should  produce  a list of future 
films perhaps quarterly which we could circulate. 
The main cost of showing films is the licence fee  -  A grant from Chorley BC of 
£500,  donations , sale of refreshments and the occasional  ticket sale  has helped cover 
costs. 
Thank you to everyone who helps with setting  up the room  and equipment, serving 
refreshments and tidying afterwards. 



FoAL Reading Group - Wot the Dickens - report: 
 
The group continues to meet on Friday nights, once every four to six weeks. 
Currently, there are ten members. Numbers are steady with around five to eight 
members in attendance each session. 
We have read a range of fiction over the last year, some based on factual events, 
some fantasy and magical realism and all offering a widening of members' existing 
reading choices. 
The group's discussions are wide ranging and move from characters and events in 
the text to conversations on connected themes, ideas and topics. There is always a 
lot of laughter. 
Anyone is welcome to join and members do not have to have read the book to 
come along to the meeting. 

 
 

French class Report by Margaret Jackson 
The French  class has now been meeting for four years. It continues to thrive with 5 
regular attendees meeting in the Library from 6.45 till 9pm on Monday evenings. 
We always start with general conversation and progress to other activities, some 
using a textbook. We practice the four skills needed to learn a language - listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. We have also covered all the main tenses and 
practice them regularly. 
 
A few months ago we had a new member join us who is self -taught  and he has 
done remarkably well and fitted into the group. I have had an occasional request 
for beginners' lessons but feel it would not be appropriate to try to integrate 
complete beginners into the group. 

 
 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  





9 Future events – Another full year of activities & events, which 
will be promoted on social media & posters. 
  
10 AOB – none 
  
11 Date of AGM 2024 – exact date to be confirmed but will be 
in February 2024 




