












2022-2023 Lancaster Methodist Church
 Annual Report for The Charity Commission

This was the final year of Rev Steve Charman’s ministry at LMC, which 
was earlier than expected due to his appointment to a senior position in 
charge of the Methodist Church in Shetland. His ministry had been 
greatly appreciated and members were keen to wish the Charman family
all the best. Rev Linda Catlow became the new minister and 
superintendant of the Circuit on September 1st 2023 and has been 
warmly welcomed.
Sunday morning worship at Scotforth Road is well attended, with a 
number of new people attending, including visitors from a number of 
countries. The service continues to be offered on Zoom, which is much 
appreciated, especially by those living at a distance and by those who 
are unwell. Our Sunday evening worship at the Cornerstone is 
continuing to develop in an informal and interactive style - regularly 
welcoming reflections and contributions from the congregation. Reflect in
the City is a short mid-week evening worship and reflection service from 
the Cornerstone and also on zoom, which has enabled more to attend..

The church has continued to offer same-sex marriages, and the first 
celebrated was a most exciting event, with an extremely full church. 

At Scotforth Road the Little Pebbles toddler group continues to grow and
be appreciated by the community. The Youth Group continues on 
Sunday evenings. The Public Living Room, welcoming a number of local
people to join together for coffee, is held once a week. Also, the building 
continues to be used by a wide range of groups from across the city for 
their activities.

There has been a major change at The Cornerstone as it has proved 
necessary to end the contract of the Centre Manager, due to inadequate
funds. The Chaplain remains in charge and with volunteer help runs the 
many outreach activities that are offered. These include the 
Bereavement Support Café every Monday, a ‘music jam’ café , an 
emotional support group for those with Learning Disabilities, and 



‘Emotions anonymous’ an emotional well-being group based on the ‘12 
Steps’. Our Tuesday night ‘Moving to Freedom’ group has morphed into 
the ‘Big Questions’ group for no-holds barred discussion of the biggest 
theological and spiritual questions that we struggle with. Our Chaplain 
has continued to offer a very valuable and effective ministry in the city 
centre - offering a ministry of presence through pastoral care, the various
support groups mentioned, teaching, awareness raising, and events 
which draw-in and connect with the wider community. He also takes his 
turn leading the evening service and facilitates a theological book group 
that takes place on zoom.
The Justice, Peace and Environment Group have continued to raise 
awareness of campaigns and also identify appropriate charities for our 
fundraising activities. The monthly pop-up Foodbank Collection Point 
has continued to be well supported by folk from within the church and to 
some extent by the wider community. Special collections were made at 
Christmas supporting those organized by the City Council.   
Our finances have remained in a healthy position and we are able to 
continue our Reserve policy of retaining six month’s typical expenditure. 
However, we expect increased energy charges, and the need to provide 
a great part of the salary of The Cornerstone Chaplain over the next few 
years.

At Scotforth we have renewed the flat roofs and carried out an 
investigation to reduce energy requirements and a feasibility study of 
alterations to the building with the aim of making more use of it. The 
Cornerstone has had substantial internal alterations, to reorganize and 
improve the rooms, enabling better utilization for partners and room 
hirings.

The problem of recruiting people to contribute to leadership remains, and
also a need for members to help lead worship continued. However, two 
more people have been appointed as Leadership Stewards, which has 
created a team to support the minister and maintain awareness of 
matters needing decisions in the church. 
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