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The highlight of the year was that the Church Council voted to welcome same-sex marriages in 
both of our buildings, with great delight and enthusiasm. The necessary documentation for 
registration with the General Registry Office has been completed and our registration has been 
confirmed. 
Our Sunday morning Worship, and also our midweek Reflect in the City worship, have both 
continued to operate in a‘ hybrid’ manner throughout the year - enabling those who cannot 
attend the building to participate fully in worship - this has been very much appreciated. Our 
Sunday evening worship is continuing to develop in an informal and interactive style - regularly 
welcoming reflections and contributions from the congregation. 
A number of new folk have become part of our congregations at both Scotforth Road and at The 
Cornerstone and we have welcomed some of them into membership. 
We are seeking ways to build the relationship between the morning congregation at Scotforth 
Road and the evening congregation at The Cornerstone, we are planning ahead for joint 
services in an afternoon during the autumn - Harvest and Christmas. 
Our Little Pebbles toddler group has grown, regularly welcoming over 25 families / child 
minders. Our work on Sundays with children and young people continues and, though we have 
relatively small numbers, the involvement with the youngsters is very much valued. 
We completed the Church Development Plan - not as a ‘finalised’ document, but as a 
continuous ‘work in progress’. Our finances have remained in a healthy position and we 
managed to secure a grant of £36,000 (over the next three years) towards the salary of The 
Cornerstone Chaplain, from the Lancashire District. 
Through the work of our Centre Manager, we have continued to build relationships with the 
wider community and discover the needs of the community - particularly at the Scotforth Road 
building. 
The Cornerstone continues to be a hive of activity throughout the week with hundreds of people 
visiting each week for a wide variety of activities. We provide a variety of different events for the 
community: Grief Group, Dementia Cafe, Drop-in events, Bereavement Group for those with 
Learning Disabilities, Moving to Freedom. We are delighted that other community organisations 
provide additional events and activities in the building which are very much valued by the wider 
community - Lancaster & District Community & Voluntary Solutions (LDCVS), Lancashire Youth 
Challenge, Let's Befriends, City of Sanctuary, Lancashire Adult Learning, The Making Place, 
Food Club, Lancaster Men’s Hub, Socialease, Refugee & Asylum Immigration Support, Poverty 
Truth Commission. Our Chaplain has continued to offer a very valuable and effective ministry in 
the city centre - offering a ministry of presence through pastoral care, various support groups 
(eg.grief, addiction, emotions), teaching, awareness raising and events which draw-in and 
connect with the wider community. We made some physical alterations to the central section of 
The Cornerstone - to make the space more usable for ourselves and for our partners / hirers. 
The Justice, Peace and Environment Group have continued to raise awareness of campaigns 
and also identify appropriate charities / focusses for our fundraising activities. The monthly pop-
up Foodbank Collection Point has continued to be well supported by folk from within the church 
and also by the wider community. This was especially the case in December for the Christmas 
collection. We also held a very successful pop-up Toy Collection Point to collect gifts for 
children who are receiving support from the County Council Social Services. 
Our greatest challenge through the year has been that we have struggled to recruit people to 
various roles and responsibilities - this seems to be a more significant issue post-lockdown - we 
are aware that other churches and voluntary organisations are experiencing a similar difficulty. 














