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This report is very much an overview of our strategic vision for the last
year and to the extent in which we have achieved it, and what will be our
strategic focus in the coming year.

When we last met for our AGM in 2022, our community room extension
was relatively new, and we reflected on the use being made of it, lt is fair
to say that this progress has accelerated, with many new events now
made possible, and you'll hear more about this later

Although we are a library first and foremost of course, a good library is at
the heart of the comrnunity, and our events, as well as the gallery and

coffee shop of course, bring benefits to many groups of people, and we
are delighted that our offer has never been more comprehensive. ln
particular, it's probably true that we have developed a profile this year as
a centre for the celebration of the arts, with our gallery, art events for
adults and children, and our collaboration with the Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, and we're proud of this.



Last year, we said that we would complete a satisfaction survey to gain

feedback about what we are doing well, and what we might improve, and
this was done at the end of 2A22.

This gave us important feedback about what our users think of us, and
you'll have seen some of the comments at the beginning of the meeting.

At the heart of many comments was a heartfelt appreciation for the
dedication of our many volunteers. This number of volunteers has
grown, and we have been delighted both to welcome new volunteers this
year and to retain those who have been with us for a time"

The most obvious finding from the satisfaction survey is that the
community see our effectiveness as coming frorn the skills, persona!

abilities and commitment that characterise our volunteers. lnspiring stuff!

What else did we say we'd do at last year's AGM? Well, we said that we
wanted to develop the library's sustainability. During the year, we were
able to sign the international 'Green Libraries Manifesto', and following
the formation of Shenstone Environrnent Group, we have developed a
range of activities to support this.

ln particular, we owe special thanks to all those of you who have
supported our sUCcesSfUl (and developing) reCyClih$ cehtre.

And finally, we said that we wanted to collect information about our
volunteers' interests and skills so that we might develop our capacity
further. lt is significant that this year sees us spread the load of
leadership and management across more of our team, particularly in the
coffee shop, and we think that this has resulted in making us much
stronger for the future.

Future Development

Two areas are a continuation of our focus areas for 2A22-3. We have
nine years left to run on our lease, and we are committed to being
resilient into the future so that our services can continue and that
Shenstone will have a community library for many years to come.
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This report is very much an overview of our strategic vision for the last
year and to the extent in which we have achieved it, and what will be our
strategic focus in the coming year.

When we last met for our AGM in 2Q22, our community room extension
wae relatively new, and we reflec*ed on the use being made of it, lt is fair,
to say that this progress has accelerated, with many new events now
made possible, and you'll hear more about this later.

Although we are a library first and foremost of course, a good library is at
the heart of the community, and our events, as well as the gallery and
coffee shop of course, bring benefits to many groups of people, and we
are delighted that our offer has never been more comprehensive. ln
particular, it's probably true that we have developed a profile this year as
a centre for the celebration of the arts, with our gallery, art events for
adults and children, and our collaboration with the Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire, and we're proud of this.
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Report te the trustees of Shenstone Csmmunity Library {eharity Number 1170598} on the

accounts for the year ended 31 March 2022 set out on the attached pages,

i repci"t to ihe trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above charity for the year ended

31 lrlarch 2022.

Responsibilities and basis of the report: As the charity trustees, you are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the Charities Act 201L {"the Act"}.

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the

2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by

the Charity Commission under section 145t5Xb) of the Act.

lndependent examineCs statem€nt: I haye completed my examinatisn. I conflrm that no material

matters have come to my attention in connection with the examination which give me cause to
believe that in any material respect,:

The accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

The accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

The accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concernlng the form and

content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other

than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter

considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other rnatters in connection with the

examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper

understanding ofthe accounts to be reached.

P.*S** R=\*\ qi*" 
,&,L1 

Bu,;"a*

Pauline Hegarty

',


