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Our Aims and objectives 

Our charity’s purposes, as set out in the objects contained in the 
company’s memorandum and articles of association, are to promote the 
objects of the Riding for the Disabled Association incorporating Carriage 
Driving, a charity registered under charity number 244108, by providing 
disabled people in the Hastings and Rother area opportunities to ride 
thereby benefiting their health and wellbeing. 

Our aims fully reflect the purposes that the charity was set up to further. 
To ensure our work delivers our aims we review these aims, objectives and
activities each year. This review looks at what we achieved and the 
outcomes of our work in the previous 12 months. We have referred to the 
guidance contained in the Charity Commission’s general guidance on 
public benefit when reviewing our aims and objectives and in planning our
future activities. The trustees consider that through the delivery of our 
planned activities and the impact they have on the local community, the 
charity continues to provide a public benefit. 

Activities for achieving objectives

In the year 2024/25 we have continued to provide safe, positive, beneficial
equine experiences to our participants with physical and mental 
disabilities of all ages. Until very recently we had two horses and two 
ponies: we hope to replace the horse we lost in the near future. We 
operate in the beautiful grounds of Fairlight Hall. 

 We provide the opportunity for our participants to ride our horses 
and ponies on a weekly basis and offer support and coaching to 
those who wish to pursue RDA grade tests. 

 We offer horse grooming sessions to those who are not able to ride 
but who benefit from close contact with equines. 

 We hold “Tea with a Pony” sessions during the summer months to 
residents of local care homes. 



 We hold social and fund-raising events which involve the 
community of participants, volunteers, supporters, and their 
families.

Achievements and Performance

During this year:

 We have increased our weekly participants to 40;
 We have continued to offer RDA Rider and Horse Care Proficiency 

badge work;
 We have recruited more volunteers, bringing the total to 33 

including 4 RDA trained coaches;
 We held our annual summer show, giving our riders an opportunity 

to participate in dressage and “handy pony” competitions, as well 
as fund raising activities;

 We continued our “Sponsor a Horse/Pony” programme which raised 
£11,000 towards the care of the horses;

 A fundraising committee continues to operate, comprising trustees 
and volunteers;

 We held a successful charity lunch with a raffle which raised over 
£7,000;

 We organised a sponsored ride with the generous permission of the 
owners of Brightling Park which raised the £2,500;

 Other fund-raising activities included a sponsored walk, and various 
raffles throughout the year.
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Financial Review

 As a result of our fund-raising activities, the Charity’s income increased 
by over 60% compared with the preceding year.  However, expenditure 
also increased by a similar factor. We currently hold a cash reserve of 
£10,094  reflecting 6 months running costs.

Trustees

S Kowitz

M Willis Fleming

R Scott

J Barford



S Climpson

C Freedman

K Train

R Richardson

March 2025


































