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Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 
Year Ended 31 March 2021 
 
Charity name: KAYD Somali Arts & Culture  
 
Charity registration number:1170441 

Objectives and Activities 
 
 SORP 

reference 
 

Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 To promote art, culture and heritage, 
particularly (but not exclusively), Somali 
arts, culture and heritage, for the benefit of 
the public, including (without limitation), 
musical, literary, dramatic, performance, 
dance, and visual arts, particularly, but not 
exclusively, by organising and delivering 
arts and cultural events and festivals. 
 
To advance the education of the public 
(particularly but not exclusively, in Somali 
heritage, culture and the arts), including 
(without limitation), musical, literary, 
dramatic, performance, dance and visual 
arts, particularly but exclusively through 
workshops, debates, discussions and other 
educational programmes.  
 
Also, to provide for the recreation of people 
involved and/or engaged in the activities of 
the Charity, by providing services and 
facilities to them in the interest of social 
welfare, with the objective of improving 
their conditions of life.  
 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

Para 1.17 
and 1.19 

Somali Week Festival 2020. The Covid19 
pandemic fundamentally affected our entire 
program and our delivery plan changed to 
hosting the entire Somali Week Festival 
online. 
 
The flagship event of Kayd is Somali Week 
Festival (SWF) through which Kayd creates 
an inclusive and innovative space for all 
Somalis to enjoy their cultural heritage and 
right to freedom of expression, bringing 
together people from across social and 
political divisions that separate the 
community in other contexts. We presented 
an online festival that aimed to both inform 
and entertain the community. In doing this, 
we created a 5-day festival across the final 
two weekends of October in line with the 
UK's Black History Month, with a 
combination of both live online events as 

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/SearchResultHandler.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1170441
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well as the pre-recorded segments at Oxford 
House including traditional Somali dance, 
young poets performing, visual artists doing 
a talk and display of their art and children's 
entertainers conducting an interactive 
learning and play session. The live online 
events included the opening launch panel 
which also had live music as well as an 
academic panel discussion, a specially 
commissioned Covid-19 panel with Tower 
Hamlets Council, two book launches and a 
talk with a Somali movie Director. The 
festival ended with a live streamed pre-
recorded in Hargeysa concert and interview 
with one of the most popular Somali artists 
to have emerged in the last few years. 
 
In putting on this festival, we were also able 
to continue to support artists, hit hard in their 
industries by the pandemic and lockdown by 
providing much-needed income as well as a 
platform and exposure during a tough time. 
It also allowed our sessional staff, including 
videographers, to earn the income they rely 
on during the festival, which is a lifeline for 
freelancers.  
 
We also continue to have a strong partner 
relationship with the Hargeysa International 
Book Fair. Kayd has supported the delivery 
of the Hargeysa International Book Fair and 
Hargeysa Cultural Centre as well as The 
Red Sea Online Cultural Foundation.  
 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 Trustees have read, understood and have 
had regard to the Charity Commission’s 
public benefit guide when making decisions 
of Kayd’s activities, management and 
organisation. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 SORP reference  
 
 
Policy on grant making 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

Kayd supports the annual Hargeysa 
International Book Festival, and 
occasionally other projects that are directly 
related to its charitable aims. Partner 
organisations present a proposal to Kayd 
and the final decision to support the project 
rests with the Board of Trustees. Kayd 
issues a contract whenever a partnership is 
confirmed. 
 

 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

N/A 
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Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 
 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

Due to the pandemic, the volunteers 
program has been halted.  

 
Other 
 

  

 
Achievements and Performance 
 
 SORP 

reference 
 

 
 
 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
Para 1.20 

Kayd Somali Arts & Culture has 
successfully planned, managed and 
delivered the Somali Week Festival over 11 
consecutive years.  This year the Covid-19 
pandemic effectively forced the 
cancellation not only of the in-person 
Somali Week Festival but also all other ad 
hoc events. 
 
As a result, Kayd has had to drastically 
change and adapt how it connects with its 
audience as well as how it provides a 
platform for its artists. From April 2020 we 
re-branded Kayd across all platforms with a 
secure website. We committed resources 
to developing Kayd digital assets to create 
an archive of 11 years of performances 
and events with Kayd’s Somali Week 
Festival as the basis for our online digital 
cultural hub. Once completed it will be the 
largest Somali cultural hub online, 
showcasing many of the greatest Somali 
artists and thinkers who have attended the 
festival. 
 
This has allowed us to build the capacity of 
our organisation by expanding our arts 
programme online, build our digital 
infrastructure and resilience through 
adapting to the pandemic. Our priority is 
ensuring the safety of the community, 
which means that for we focused on 
creating new and ongoing online events 
and platforms. 
 
The most successful of these online 
programs was ‘Confined but Creative’ 
which offered an opportunity to emerging 
artists in various mediums in the UK to 
submit their response and reaction to 
Covid-19 and the lockdown. We were able 
to support 150 artists (from London, Bristol, 
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Manchester, Birmingham and Sheffield), 
via online live performances, hosted by 
prominent Somalis within the arts world in 
the UK. We managed to reach international 
audiences and inspired the Somali 
community with our live Zoom 
performances weekly as well as our social 
media platforms by giving a platform to 
each artist everyday on Instagram and 
Facebook.  
 
Additionally we took this time to allocate 
resources to and develop Kayd 
organisational structures, refining systems 
and processes including developing our 5-
year strategic business plan, yearly 
strategic plans, HR polices as well as 
reviewing our Board and staff.  
 
Kayd was successful in raising funds in 
support of SWF and quarterly programs 
particularly around Covid-19 and vaccine 
awareness (funders include Arts Council 
England; Tower Hamlets Council; Gecko 
Foundation; Oxford House; SOAS; UCL; 
community funds and GLA).  

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
Other 
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Financial Review 
 
Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 The Total income for the year was 
£118,389 (2020: £148,369) and the total 
expenditure for the year was £115,060 
(2020: £142,934).  

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 The reserves balance is the surplus for the 
year added to surplus of previous years 
help for spending in the future. Reserves 
represent net assets and are held in order 
to facilitate continued operation of Kayd.  

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £17,500 (2020: £14,171) 
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22 N/A 

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24 N/A 

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23 There are no uncertainties in relation to the 
charity continuing as a going concern. In 
spite of the pandemic we remain in a good 
financial position. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.47 

 

 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
Other 
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Structure, Governance and Management 
 
Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
 

Articles of Association 

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25 Private limited company 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 Trustees are selected by the Managing 
Director and Artistic Director in agreement 
with Trustees and in accordance with 
Articles 25-27 of Kayd’s Articles of 
Association. 
 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
 
The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

 

 
 
Relationship with any related 
parties 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.51 

Kayd works closely with the Hargeysa 
Cultural Centre both during the Somali 
Week Festival and the Hargeysa 
International Book Festival. 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 
Reference and Administrative details 
 
Charity name Kayd Somali Arts and Culture 
Registered charity number 1170441 
Charity’s principal address Oxford House 

Derbyshire Street 
London, England, E2 6HG 
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All income and expenditure derives from continuing activities and there are no gains and 
losses other than those passing through the Statement of Financial Activities.  
 

The notes on pages 14 - 16 form part of these financial statements. 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021 
 

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
Basis of preparation of financial statements  
The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with 
the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities effective April 2008). 
 
Turnover 
Income comprises donations and grants received towards the activities of the company. 
 
2. TURNOVER 
The company’s entire income arose within the United Kingdom. The sources of income were 
partnerships, sponsorships and donations from institutions and individuals. The table below 
shows the breakdown of income for the year by the source: 
 

 
 
The total income figure for 2021 on the Statement of Financial Activities includes additional 
income of £7 from bank interest. 
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3. Expenditure  
 

 

 
 
 
4. Debtors  
 

 
The accrued income is expected from the Greater London Authority.  
 
5. Creditors  

 
 
The deferred income last year for £57,428 was released to finance the operations in the 
current year. The £10,000 deferred income is donation received towards the operations of 
the charity in the next financial year.   
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6. Restricted Funds  

 
 
7. Related Party Transactions 
There were no related party transactions for the year.  
 

8. Trustees Expenses 
The total trustees’ expenses incurred on the trustees of the charity for the year was NIL.  
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